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I. Rationale 

The purpose of this addendum number 1, dated 15 May, 2016, is to complement the 

information contained in the urgent request to open a preliminary examination in 

Venezuela, for crimes against humanity committed against the civilian population since 

February 2014, submitted on 10 November, 2015 (The Request), provide additional 

information and, therefore, widen its scope identifying situations that may constitute 

crimes against humanity, pursuant to the Rome Statute, aiming to determine the relevant 

individual criminal liability and the alleged victims and perpetrators. Thus, the information 

provided in this addendum shall develop and update the description of the cases already 

categorized in The Request, as well as include other prominent cases which constitute 

alleged crimes against humanity, committed by high-level officials of the Government of 

Venezuela (GoV), including President Nicolás Maduro himself, along with national and 

state-level security forces and, in some instances, with pro-government armed 

paramilitaries and organized crime gangs, under the de facto control of the Presidency. 

Part of these incidents have occurred, as it was described in The Request -in which it is 

broadly explained and demonstrated how they meet the threshold for constituting alleged 

crimes against humanity- in the context of a largely peaceful uprising by unarmed civilians, 

which started in early February 2014, prompted by the deteriorating socio-economic crisis 

in Venezuela. Likewise, some of the situations described in this addendum -which also 

meet the threshold for constituting new alleged crimes against humanity- have occurred 

from the moment when The Request was submitted before the ICC Office of the 

Prosecutor to the present (i.e. from 10 November, 2015 to 15 May, 2016), supporting the 

evidence that there is an ongoing state policy intended to perpetrate systematic and 

widespread attacks against the civilian population perceived as dissident and/or 

expressing dissent. 

The events referred to in The Request and those described herein have occurred in the 

Metropolitan District of Caracas and the states of Amazonas, Anzoátegui, Apure, Aragua, 

Barinas, Bolívar, Carabobo, Cojedes, Delta Amacuro, Falcón, Guárico, Lara, Mérida, 

Miranda, Monagas, Nueva Esparta, Portuguesa, Sucre, Táchira, Trujillo, Vargas, Yaracuy 

and Zulia. They have as common and primary element -among others- tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ aŀŘǳǊƻΩǎ 

violent speech. His verbal threats have paved the way for physical violence against those 

who think differently. The attacks targeting persons perceived as dissenting or obstructing 

the imposition of the GoVΩǎ ŀƎŜƴŘŀ are not properly investigated by neither the Office of 

the General Prosecutor (OGP) nor the Judiciary, as it was explained in The Request and 

will be widen below. This situation is particularly concerning considering that the hateful 

and aggressive speech is promoted by the head of state -the President of a State Party- 
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and has led to a large number of civilian casualties, political prisoners, and tortured, 

persecuted and deported individuals, since February 2014.  

II. Background and factual allegations 

A. The crimes against humanity for political reasons or as a consequence of 

dissent 

1. ¢ƘŜ ǾƛŎǘƛƳǎΩ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ  

The GoV, including President Maduro himself and members of his inner circle in high-level 

ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴǎΣ ƘŀǾŜ ƭƻƻǎŜƭȅ ƭŀōŜƭŜŘ ŀǎ άŦŀǎŎƛǎǘǎέ ŀƴŘ ŎǊƛƳƛƴŀƭƛȊŜŘ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘƻǊǎ 

and any other individual perceived as ŘƛǎǎƛŘŜƴǘΣ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴŎȅΩǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ 

OGP and the Judiciary. Along with the άHigh Political Command of the Bolivarian 

Revolutionέ, President Maduro and members of his inner circle have designed a plan to 

prevent, restrict and punish dissent, and have organized and participated in its 

implementation allegedly committing crimes against humanity against the civilian 

population. 

As part of this plan, since February 2014, the GoV deployed the national security forces, 

the national and state-level police and the intelligence services, acting in coordination 

with the pro-government armed paramilitaries -under the de facto control of the 

President- which responded with brutal, indiscriminate, deliberate and disproportionate 

violence against the mostly peaceful demonstrators and civilians -including bystanders- 

through live ammunition, rubber bullets and teargas canisters, at point-blank range, 

during and in the immediate aftermath of the demonstrations. This has resulted in: (i) the 

death of at least between 33 to 37 civilians, since February 2014; (ii) the arbitrary arrest of 

at least 638 individuals who were freed after being detained without even being brought 

to court, as required by law; and (iii) the imprisonment of between 3,351 and 3,890 

people -including 373 minors or teenagers3.  

                                                           
3 Amnesty International (2015): Venezuela: balance de derechos humanos tras un año de las protestas. 24 
March, 2015 [Online] Available from: 
https://www.es.amnesty.org/uploads/media/DatosYCifrasVenezuelaMarzo2015.pdf [Accessed 19 October, 
2015]. Foro Penal Venezolano (2015): Politically motivated detentions, torture, other cruel, inhuman or 
degrading treatment, and killings (2014-2015). Published by United Nations [Online] Available from: 
http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/Treaties/CCPR/Shared%20Documents/VEN/INT_CCPR_CSS_VEN_ 
20238_E.pdf. Please note that while the AI figures relate to the period from February 2014 to March 2015, 
the Foro Penal figures cover the period from February 2014 to May 2015. Foro Penal Venezolano (2015): 
Resumen (Informe Completo Anexo) Detenciones por Motivos Políticos, Torturas y Otros Tratos Crueles, 
Inhumanos y Degradantes. Asesinatos (2014-2015) [Online] Available from: 
https://foropenal.com/content/informe-foro-penal-venezolano-septiembre-2015 [Accessed 22 May, 2016]. 
The last victim (Luis Manuel Díaz) reported in: BBC Mundo: Venezuela: denuncian muerte a tiros del político 

http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/Treaties/CC
https://foropenal.com/content/informe-foro-penal-venezolano-septiembre-2015
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As at 15 May, 2016, there were still 85 people imprisoned for political reasons or as a 

consequence of demonstrating -eight more than the number reported on The Request- of 

which there were eight students and ten women4. These political prisoners have in 

common having done or said something the GoV considered as an offense or as an 

impediment to retain power indefinitely. Some have not even been involved in the 

incidents from which they were charged, thus they have been subjected to prosecution on 

the basis of false and malicious charges. The GoV has exerted over them an abusive and 

disproportionate power, violating their rights to freedom and integrity, and applying 

excessive and unlawful punishments, causing them, as a consequence, serious physical 

and mental damages.  

The specific reasons why they are imprisoned, pursuant to reports published by Foro 

Penal Venezolano (FPV), as at May 2016, are: (i) for participating in public demonstrations 

(31); (ii) for expressing their opinions in social networks (3)5; (iii) for military rebellion (19); 

(iv) for civilian rebellion (2); and, (v) for other charges -including jeering the Minister of 

TourisƳΣ 5ƛƻǎŘŀŘƻ /ŀōŜƭƭƻΩǎ ǿƛŦŜ όол)6. Local NGO Fundación para el Debido Proceso 

(Foundation for Due Process (FUNDEPRO)), though, includes 93 persons on their political 

prisoners list, considered by them to correspond to three categories: prisoners of 

conscience; civil or military rebellion prisoners and prisoners who are victim of judicial 

farce. Both organizations -FPV and FUNDEPRO- consider among their political prisoners 

list those under house arrest, given that being held at home, based on an illegitimate 

judicial order, also breaches their right to freedom. Among these prisoners are mayor 

                                                                                                                                                                                 
opositor Luis Manuel Díaz durante mitin electoral en Altagracia de Orituco. 26 November, 2015. [Online] 
Available from: 
http://www.bbc.com/mundo/noticias/2015/11/151125_venezuela_muerto_campana_electoral_altagracia_
de_orituco_aw.shtml [Accessed 22 May, 2016]. 
4 Foro Penal Venezolano (2016): Political Prisoners [Online] Available from: https://foropenal.com/presos-
politicos. [Accessed 27 April, 2016]. Foro Penal Venezolano (2016) [Online] Available from 
https://foropenal.com/presos-politicos [Accessed 15 May, 2016]. 
5 In 2014, eight Twitter users -of which three are women- were arrested for tweeting messages the GoV 
ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ŀǎ άƻŦŦŜƴǎƛǾŜέΣ ŀƴŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀŎŎǳǎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƳŀŘŜ ōȅ 5ƛƻǎŘŀŘƻ /ŀōŜƭƭƻΦ !ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ hDt Ƙŀǎ ŦŀƛƭŜŘ ǘƻ 
prove their responsibility, as at 30 April, 2016, three of them were still imprisoned. Foro Penal Venezolano 
(2014): En Venezuela detienen a seis "tuiteros" por mensajes "ofensivos" contra el Gobierno. 16 October, 
2014 [Online] Available from:  https://foropenal.com/noticias/en-venezuela-detienen-seis-tuiteros-por-
mensajes-ofensivos-contra-el-gobierno [Accessed 13 May, 2015]. Foro Penal Venezolano (2015): Conatel 
elaboró informes para el SEBIN_OFICIAL sobre tuiteros detenidos. 3 July, 2015 [Online] Available from: 
https://foropenal.com/noticias/conatel-elabor%C3%B3-informes-para-el-sebinoficial-sobre-tuiteros-
detenidos [Accessed 13 May, 2015]. 
6 Foro Penal Venezolano (2016): Political Prisoners [Online] Available from https://foropenal.com/presos-
politicos [Accessed 15 May, 2016]. El Impuslo (2015): Presos políticos: Las caras de la represión judicial. 28 
September, 2015 [Online] Available from: http://www.elimpulso.com/noticias/sucesos/presos-politicos-las-
caras-de-la-represion-judicial [Accessed 13 May, 2016]. 

http://www.bbc.com/mundo/noticias/2015/11/151125_venezuela_muerto_campana_electoral_altagracia_de_orituco_aw.shtml
http://www.bbc.com/mundo/noticias/2015/11/151125_venezuela_muerto_campana_electoral_altagracia_de_orituco_aw.shtml
https://foropenal.com/presos-politicos
https://foropenal.com/presos-politicos
https://foropenal.com/presos-politicos
https://foropenal.com/noticias/en-venezuela-detienen-seis-tuiteros-por-mensajes-ofensivos-contra-el-gobierno
https://foropenal.com/noticias/en-venezuela-detienen-seis-tuiteros-por-mensajes-ofensivos-contra-el-gobierno
https://foropenal.com/noticias/conatel-elabor%C3%B3-informes-para-el-sebinoficial-sobre-tuiteros-detenidos
https://foropenal.com/noticias/conatel-elabor%C3%B3-informes-para-el-sebinoficial-sobre-tuiteros-detenidos
https://foropenal.com/presos-politicos
https://foropenal.com/presos-politicos
http://www.elimpulso.com/noticias/sucesos/presos-politicos-las-caras-de-la-represion-judicial
http://www.elimpulso.com/noticias/sucesos/presos-politicos-las-caras-de-la-represion-judicial
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Antonio Ledezma and former mayor Daniel Ceballos -both of them released for 

humanitarian reasons, given their health decline7. 

Likewise, three opposition candidates who were elected as substitute deputies for the 

National Assembly, on December 2015 -Rosmit Mantilla, Renzo Prieto and Gilberto Sojo- 

are still imprisoned for political reasons8. After their election, the three of them should 

have been released, by virtue of their parliamentary immunity, enshrined in the 

Venezuelan Constitution -something has already occurred in the country9.  

Between 2014 and 2015, international organizations have issued decisions, resolutions 

and opinions regarding the arbitrary character of the Venezuelan ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǇǊƛǎƻƴŜǊǎΩ 

imprisonment. It is the case of the UN Working Group on Arbitrary Detentions, which 

issued decisions in favor of Leopoldo López, Daniel Ceballos, Gerardo Carrero, Gerardo 

Resplandor, Nixon Leal, Carlos Pérez, Renzo Prieto, Rosmit Mantilla, Juan Carlos Nieto, 

Antonio Ledezma, Vincezo Scarano, Maikel Giovanni Rondón Romero and other 316 

people; and the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, which granted 

precautionary measures in favor of Leopoldo López and his family; Daniel Ceballos and 

Antonio Ledezma; and Lorent Gómez Saleh and Gerardo Carrero10. 

On Resolution number 27/2015, issued by the UN Working Group on Arbitrary Detentions, 

dated 3 September, 2015 (in favor of Antonio Ledezma), the Working Group states they 

had identified a systematic pattern in arbitrary detentions carried out by the GoV, based 

on the opinions they have issued since 2014 -four in 2015 and four in 2014, in favor of 

hundreds of arbitrary arrested individuals- along with the Inter-American Commission on 

IǳƳŀƴ wƛƎƘǘǎΩ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴǎ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƙƛǎ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ11. 

                                                           
7 El Impuslo (2015): Presos políticos: Las caras de la represión judicial. 28 September, 2015 [Online] Available 
from:http://www.elimpulso.com/noticias/sucesos/presos-politicos-las-caras-de-la-represion-judicial 
[Accessed 13 May, 2016]. 
8 Foro Penal Venezolano (2016): Rosmit Mantilla [Online] Available from: 
https://foropenal.com/content/rosmit-mantilla [Accessed 19 April, 2016]. Foro Penal Venezolano (2016): 
Renzo Prieto [Online] Available from: https://foropenal.com/content/renzo-david-prieto-ram%C3%ADrez. 
[Accessed 19 April, 2016]. Foro Penal Venezolano (2016): Gilberto Sojo [Online] Available from: 
https://foropenal.com/content/gilberto-sojo-rengifo [Accessed 19 April, 2016]. 
9 Contrapunto (2015): Rosmit Mantilla, el candidato gay que está preso. 12 August, 2015 [Online] Available 
from: http://contrapunto.com/noticia/rosmit-mantilla-el-candidato-gay-que-esta-preso/ [Accessed 19 April, 
2016]. 
10 FUNDEPRO (2015): Informe Anual Presos Políticos en Venezuela [Online] Available from: 
https://es.scribd.com/doc/296867032/Informe-Presos-Politicos-2015-Fundepro [Accessed 19 April, 2016]. 
Foro Penal Venezolano (2015): Nueva decisión de la ONU califica como arbitrarias detenciones de 
ciudadanos por manifestaciones [Online] Available from: https://foropenal.com/noticias/nueva-
decisi%C3%B3n-de-la-onu-califica-como-arbitrarias-detenciones-de-ciudadanos-por [Accessed 13 May, 
2016].  
11 United Nations Human Rights Office of the High Commissioner: Opiniones adoptadas por el Grupo de 
Trabajo sobre la Detención Arbitraria en su 73.º período de sesiones (31 agosto a 4 de septiembre de 2015) 

http://www.elimpulso.com/noticias/sucesos/presos-politicos-las-caras-de-la-represion-judicial
https://foropenal.com/content/rosmit-mantilla
https://foropenal.com/content/renzo-david-prieto-ram%C3%ADrez
https://foropenal.com/content/gilberto-sojo-rengifo
http://contrapunto.com/noticia/rosmit-mantilla-el-candidato-gay-que-esta-preso/
https://es.scribd.com/doc/296867032/Informe-Presos-Politicos-2015-Fundepro
https://foropenal.com/noticias/nueva-decisi%C3%B3n-de-la-onu-califica-como-arbitrarias-detenciones-de-ciudadanos-por
https://foropenal.com/noticias/nueva-decisi%C3%B3n-de-la-onu-califica-como-arbitrarias-detenciones-de-ciudadanos-por
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As at September 2015, FPV reported that more than 2,031 people had been conditionally 

released12: they have pending judicial processes, most of which have serious judicial 

delays and due process violations, especially, the right to defense13. 

According to the UN Committee Against Torture, at least 437 individuals arrested during 

the protests were victim of torture, while FPV formally documented 138 cases of victims 

of torture or cruel and inhuman treatment14, as described in detail in The Request. Due to 

fear of persecution and the absence of adequate legal recourses to victims, FPV considers 

that the actual number of victims is significantly higher, as many of the victims have not 

reported incidents of victimization15. 

On February 2016, a coalition of NGOs -led by COFAVIC, a renown local Human Rights 

organization-  published a report about a study conducted by them, regarding the crimes 

of torture committed in the country during the past years. According to such report, the 

OGP informed that after the demonstrations that took place from February to July 2014, 

29 people were accused of torture and 513 were accused of cruel treatment. Two years 

ŀŦǘŜǊ hDtΩǎ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘΣ ƴƻ ǎŜƴǘŜƴŎŜ ŎƻƴǾƛŎǘƛƴƎ ŎǊƛƳŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƻǊǘǳǊŜ ƛǎ ƪƴƻǿƴ ǘƻ 

have been passed16. 

After a visit carried out on October 2015, the World Organization Against Torture 

witnessed the difficulties and obstacles suffered by the victims of torture and 

mistreatment, as well as their attorneys, when trying to access their judicial files, in order 

to obtain copies of relevant documents -such as medical exams practiced by specialists. 

                                                                                                                                                                                 
28 September, 2015. [Online] Available from:  
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Detention/Opinions2015AUV/Opinion%202015%2027_Venezuela
_D%C3%ADaz_AUV.pdf [Accessed 13 May, 2016].  
12 Foro Penal Venezolano (2015): Resumen (Informe Completo Anexo) Detenciones por Motivos Políticos, 
Torturas y Otros Tratos Crueles, Inhumanos y Degradantes. Asesinatos (2014-2015) [Online] Available from: 
https://foropenal.com/content/informe-foro-penal-venezolano-septiembre-2015 [Accessed 28 April, 2016].   
13 Foro Penal Venezolano (2015): Foro Penal Venezolano presenta su informe sobre violaciones de DDHH 
ante la ONU (30 June, 2015) [Online] Available from:  https://foropenal.com/noticias/foro-penal-
venezolano-presenta-su-informe-sobre-violaciones-de-ddhh-ante-la-onu#sthash.oA9tz9RM.dpuf [Accessed 
28 April, 2016].    
14 Foro Penal Venezolano (2015): Politically motivated detentions, torture, other cruel, inhuman or degrading 
treatment, and killings [Online] Available from: https://foropenal.com/content/informe-foro-penal-
venezolano-septiembre-2015 [Accessed 28 April, 2016].  Also published by the United Nations at: 
http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/Treaties/CCPR/Shared%20Documents/VEN/INT_CCPR_CSS_VEN_ 
20238_E.pdf 
15 Foro Penal Venezolano (2015): Resumen (Informe Completo Anexo) Detenciones por Motivos Políticos, 
Torturas y Otros Tratos Crueles, Inhumanos y Degradantes. Asesinatos (2014-2015) [Online] Available from: 
https://foropenal.com/content/informe-foro-penal-venezolano-septiembre-2015 [Accessed 22 May, 2016]. 
16 COFAVIC (2016): Informe de seguimiento ante el Comité contra la Tortura con motivos de las 
observaciones finales al tercer y cuarto informe periódicos de fecha 19 de noviembre del 2014 sobre la 
República Bolivariana de Venezuela. February 2016 [Online] Available from:  http://www.cofavic.org/wp-
content/uploads/2016/04/Informe-de-seguimiento-al-CAT-2016.pdf [Accessed 10 May, 2016]. 

http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Detention/Opinions2015AUV/Opinion%202015%2027_Venezuela_D%C3%ADaz_AUV.pdf
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Detention/Opinions2015AUV/Opinion%202015%2027_Venezuela_D%C3%ADaz_AUV.pdf
https://foropenal.com/content/informe-foro-penal-venezolano-septiembre-2015
https://foropenal.com/noticias/foro-penal-venezolano-presenta-su-informe-sobre-violaciones-de-ddhh-ante-la-onu#sthash.oA9tz9RM.dpuf
https://foropenal.com/noticias/foro-penal-venezolano-presenta-su-informe-sobre-violaciones-de-ddhh-ante-la-onu#sthash.oA9tz9RM.dpuf
https://foropenal.com/content/informe-foro-penal-venezolano-septiembre-2015
https://foropenal.com/content/informe-foro-penal-venezolano-septiembre-2015
https://foropenal.com/content/informe-foro-penal-venezolano-septiembre-2015
http://www.cofavic.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/Informe-de-seguimiento-al-CAT-2016.pdf
http://www.cofavic.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/Informe-de-seguimiento-al-CAT-2016.pdf
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They could also confirm that the Istanbul Protocol guidelines17 are disregarded and that 

judges fail to admit or consider the medical/psychological exams practiced by 

independent experts. This situation is aggravated by the fact that victims of torture are 

stigmatized and treated unequally when reporting their cases, promoting impunity of such 

ŎǊƛƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǾƛŎǘƛƳǎΩ neglect18. 

The coalition of organizations concluded that the protection of victims in Venezuela has 

considerably reduced, especially after criminal adjective laws have been modified in order 

to limit the Human Rights NGOs support and functions. This group of organizations have 

found out, based on reliable sources, that OGP authorities have told several victims that 

their cases would not be resolved if they asked for the NGOs support19 

Furthermore, at least 878 civilians were injured from February 2014 to March 2015, 

according to official sources20 -138 wounded by gunshot, 330 by pellets, 72 people by 

being beaten up, 34 people injured by blunt objects and the remaining 280 wounded 

suffered injuries of various kinds21.  

In addition, a significant number of civilians, including political leaders, political activists, 

businessmen, media owners, employees, journalists and media employees, as well as 

Human Rights and NGO leaders and lawyers, have been victim of persecution by receiving 

serious and repeated threats and attempts to their lives and liberties, on the basis of their 

beliefs and their work.   

                                                           
17 In a meeting between the World Organization Against Torture and the OGP, on October 2015, OGP 
officers admitted having neither programs nor special training on torture and mistreatment following the 
Istanbul Protocol standards. However, the World Organization Against Torture was informed about the use 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tǊƻǘƻŎƻƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ŀǊŀŎŀǎ /ǊƛƳƛƴŀƭƛǎǘƛŎǎΩ ¦ƴƛǘǎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ IǳƳŀƴ wƛƎƘǘǎ LƴŦǊƛƴƎŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ .ŀǊǉǳƛǎƛƳŜǘƻΣ 
Lara state (though not in a systematic and thorough manner). COFAVIC (2016): Informe de seguimiento ante 
el Comité contra la Tortura con motivos de las observaciones finales al tercer y cuarto informe periódicos de 
fecha 19 de noviembre del 2014 sobre la República Bolivariana de Venezuela. February 2016 [Online] 
Available from: http://www.cofavic.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/Informe-de-seguimiento-al-CAT-
2016.pdf [Accessed 10 May, 2016]. 
18 COFAVIC (2016): Informe de seguimiento ante el Comité contra la Tortura con motivos de las 
observaciones finales al tercer y cuarto informe periódicos de fecha 19 de noviembre del 2014 sobre la 
República Bolivariana de Venezuela. February 2016 [Online] Available from:  http://www.cofavic.org/wp-
content/uploads/2016/04/Informe-de-seguimiento-al-CAT-2016.pdf [Accessed 10 May, 2016]. 
19 COFAVIC (2016): Informe de seguimiento ante el Comité contra la Tortura con motivos de las 
observaciones finales al tercer y cuarto informe periódicos de fecha 19 de noviembre del 2014 sobre la 
República Bolivariana de Venezuela. February 2016 [Online] Available from:  http://www.cofavic.org/wp-
content/uploads/2016/04/Informe-de-seguimiento-al-CAT-2016.pdf [Accessed 10 May, 2016]. 
20 Amnesty International (2015) Venezuela: The Faces of Impunity. 24 March, 2015 [Online]. Available from: 
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/amr53/1239/2015/en/ [Accessed 19 October, 2015] 
21 PROVEA (2014): Venezuela 2014: Protestas y Derechos Humanos [Online] 6 July, 2014. Available from: 
http://www.derechos.org.ve/pw/wpcontent/ 
uploads/Informe-final-protestas2.pdf [Accessed 19 October, 2015]. 

http://www.cofavic.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/Informe-de-seguimiento-al-CAT-2016.pdf
http://www.cofavic.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/Informe-de-seguimiento-al-CAT-2016.pdf
http://www.cofavic.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/Informe-de-seguimiento-al-CAT-2016.pdf
http://www.cofavic.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/Informe-de-seguimiento-al-CAT-2016.pdf
http://www.cofavic.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/Informe-de-seguimiento-al-CAT-2016.pdf
http://www.cofavic.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/Informe-de-seguimiento-al-CAT-2016.pdf
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As at July 2015, the number of demonstrations decreased, but the repression and the 

persecution has continued by other means, until the present date. In fact, since 10 

November, 2015 -when The Request was submitted- to this date, several situations -

described in detail below- which also meet the threshold for constituting new alleged 

crimes against humanity have occurred, supporting the evidence that there is an ongoing 

state policy, carried out by the GoV, intended to perpetrate systematic and widespread 

attacks against the civilian population, and retain power by all means. 

After their research, as at February, 2016, COFAVIC and the other organizations were 

unable to find any investigation for arbitrary detentions, torture and cruel treatment 

carried out by the competent autƘƻǊƛǘƛŜǎΦ hƴ ǘƘŜ hDtΩǎ нлмр ǊŜǇƻǊǘΣ ƴƻ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ 

regarding the total number corresponding to human rights violations was given22. In such 

report, only the figures related to the officials linked to human rights violations were 

published: 1,132 cases, of which 959 were charged and only 97 (7,4%) were convicted23. 

Although the exact number of cases are unconfirmed due to the fear of reporting 

victimization and the absence of adequate judicial remedies, the number of incidents -that 

continue to occur- of individuals exiled following persecution, and the consistency of the 

reports illustrate the existing policy of the GoV. 

2. Major due process violations and ŘŜǘŜǊƛƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǇǊƛǎƻƴŜǊǎΩ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ  

Throughout the 2014 and 2015 protests, many of the demonstrators were detained and 

arrested by national and local security forces -with or without charges- and released or 

even abducted, for a few days, by pro-government armed paramilitaries. Moreover, many 

of them were subjected to prosecution or threats of prosecution, on the basis of false, 

malicious and abusive charges.  

Several and serious violations of due process have been reported by local and 

international NGOs -as described in detail in The Request- including, but not limited to the 

following situations: (i) people were massively detained during protests, without 

attributing specific crimes to individual persons; (ii) most of them were not informed 

about the reasons of their detention; (iii) judicial files failed to present the reasons why 

                                                           
22 COFAVIC (2016): Informe de seguimiento ante el Comité contra la Tortura con motivos de las 
observaciones finales al tercer y cuarto informe periódicos de fecha 19 de noviembre del 2014 sobre la 
República Bolivariana de Venezuela. February 2016 [Online] Available from:  http://www.cofavic.org/wp-
content/uploads/2016/04/Informe-de-seguimiento-al-CAT-2016.pdf [Accessed 10 May, 2016]. 
23 COFAVIC (2016): Informe de seguimiento ante el Comité contra la Tortura con motivos de las 
observaciones finales al tercer y cuarto informe periódicos de fecha 19 de noviembre del 2014 sobre la 
República Bolivariana de Venezuela. February 2016 [Online] Available from:  http://www.cofavic.org/wp-
content/uploads/2016/04/Informe-de-seguimiento-al-CAT-2016.pdf [Accessed 10 May, 2016]. 

http://www.cofavic.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/Informe-de-seguimiento-al-CAT-2016.pdf
http://www.cofavic.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/Informe-de-seguimiento-al-CAT-2016.pdf
http://www.cofavic.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/Informe-de-seguimiento-al-CAT-2016.pdf
http://www.cofavic.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/Informe-de-seguimiento-al-CAT-2016.pdf
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most people were arrested24; (iv) several prisoners of various nature were arrested, 

detained incommunicado for up to 48 hours, and subsequently imprisoned pursuant to 

false, abusive and malicious charges; (v) they were not granted access to legal counsel 

despite their requests and were not allowed to communicate with their families during 

the first 48 hours of detention; (vi) relatives of detainees were routinely denied access to 

information regarding whether their family members had been detained and when they 

knew detentions had taken place, where they were being held25; (vii) in most cases, 

lawyers and defendants were only informed of the charges at the first appearance before 

the courts, with no time to review relevant documents; (viii) most of the charges were 

based almost exclusively on police reports, despite allegations of violations and abuse of 

process; (ix) several NGOs have systematically denounced that the Bolivarian National 

Police (PNB) has manipulated evidence26. 

 

As at February 2016, the coalition of local Human Rights NGOs led by COFAVIC reported 

the lack of progress regarding investigations on arbitrary arrests. For this purpose, they 

documented cases of alleged illegal detentions committed in three different states, 

between February and July 2014, along with violations of the rights to freedom of 

association and freedom of expression, through the disproportionate use of force: (i) in 

Nueva Esparta state, they documented 62 cases, of which 16 people are waiting for trial, 

subjected to precautionary measures, 22 were granted dismissal with prejudice and only 

four have been unconditionally released. The current legal situation of the remaining 20 

was unknown. In these cases, detainees were charged with generic charges and levels of 

responsibility and participation were not individualized; (ii) in Lara state, the case of eight 

women -including a 17-year-old-  who filed a complaint before the OGP, regarding the 

alleged commission of arbitrary detentions, mistreatment, threats and coercion, was 

reported. Their cases have been archived after the OGP stated they could not find 

evidence to consider a crime was committed in their cases; (iii) in Zulia state, judicial 

                                                           
24 Eventually, 80% of the cases were dropped without any serious evidence being shown. Universidad 

Católica Andrés Bello ς Centro de Derechos Humanos (2015): Hasta que se demuestre lo contrario: 
violaciones del debido proceso a personas enjuiciadas por manifestar [Online] Available from: 
http://w2.ucab.edu.ve/tl_files/CDH/Lineastematicas/Hasta%20que%20se%20demuestre%20lo%20contrar
io%20FIN.pdf [Accessed 19 October, 2015]. 

25 Human Rights Watch (2014): tǳƴƛǎƘŜŘ ŦƻǊ tǊƻǘŜǎǘƛƴƎΥ wƛƎƘǘǎ ±ƛƻƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ±ŜƴŜȊǳŜƭŀΩǎ {ǘǊŜŜǘǎΣ 5ŜǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ 
Centers, and Justice System [Online] Available from:  https://www.hrw.org/report/2014/05/05/punished-
protesting/rights-violations-venezuelas-streets-detention-centers-and [Accessed 19 October, 2015]. 
Amnesty International (2014): Venezuela: Human Rights at Risk Amid Protests. 1 April, 2014 [Online] 
Available from: https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/amr53/009/2014/en/ [Accessed 19 October, 
2015]. 

26 El Universal (2014): Afirman que policía manipuló pruebas para no ser incriminada. 15 February, 2014 
[Online] Available from: http://www.eluniversal.com/nacional-y-politica/140215/afirman-que-policia-
manipulo-pruebas-para-no-ser-incriminada [Accessed 19 October, 2015]. 

    

http://w2.ucab.edu.ve/tl_files/CDH/Lineastematicas/Hasta%2520que%2520se%2520demuestre%2520lo%2520contrario%2520FIN.pdf
http://w2.ucab.edu.ve/tl_files/CDH/Lineastematicas/Hasta%2520que%2520se%2520demuestre%2520lo%2520contrario%2520FIN.pdf
https://www.hrw.org/report/2014/05/05/punished-protesting/rights-violations-venezuelas-streets-detention-centers-and
https://www.hrw.org/report/2014/05/05/punished-protesting/rights-violations-venezuelas-streets-detention-centers-and
http://www.eluniversal.com/nacional-y-politica/140215/afirman-que-policia-manipulo-pruebas-para-no-ser-incriminada
http://www.eluniversal.com/nacional-y-politica/140215/afirman-que-policia-manipulo-pruebas-para-no-ser-incriminada
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processes have been carried out with serious difficulties and obstacles. 42 of them have 

suffered from judicial delays: preliminary and trial hearings have been postponed in 

several occasions, under no reasonable justification, for reasons such as the lack of 

presence of OGP members, or the ŎƻǳǊǘǎΩ decision to not work on the days where this 

type of cases have their hearings. In 10 of these cases, people have waited more than one 

year for their trial hearing or for the continuation of their process. In at least five cases in 

which tortures and mistreatment were reported, there have not been a decision on it -

neither from the OGP nor from the competent court27.   

 

Over two years after the largely peaceful uprising by unarmed civilians started, most of 

the judicial processes to which political prisoners have been subjected to, suffer from 

considerable judicial delay, and guaranties to the right to defense and due process are not 

respected -in some cases, they are almost inexistent. As enshrined in the Venezuelan 

Constitution and the criminal legislation, imprisonment is an exception to the general rule 

according to which the defendant must remain free, while the judicial process is carried 

out. It has also been reported that the visits of political ǇǊƛǎƻƴŜǊǎΩ attorneys are limited -

they are fixed in an inconvenient manner by the officials of the confinement centers 

where they are imprisoned, while common ǇǊƛǎƻƴŜǊǎΩ attorney visits are unlimited. 

Likewise, the requests submitted before courts, in favor of detainees, are considerably 

delayed or disregarded and in most cases are unfavorable28.  

 

As it was presented in more detail in The Request, through the de facto supremacy of the 

Presidency over the OGP and the Judiciary, the GoV has been implementing a policy of 

para-judicial persecution against all those who have expressed dissent or are perceived as 

such. The 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜΩǎ collusion with the Judiciary and the OGP has certainly led to 

extensive violations of due process, and the absence of impartiality has resulted in biased 

outcomes in the judicial process. Following the tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴŎȅΩǎ agenda to contain any 

expression of dissent, Judiciary and OGP officials involved in these cases have applied a 

plan intended to charge and convict political prisoners based on common crimes -such as 

terrorism and conspiracy- with the purpose of transforming them into common -and not 

political- prisoners. When it comes to political detainees, the GoV practically fabricates a 

case leading to a conviction sentence, on the basis of false, malicious and abusive charges, 

and infringing the applicable legislation. This clearly demonstrates the existence of a 

                                                           
27 COFAVIC (2016): Informe de seguimiento ante el Comité contra la Tortura con motivos de las 
observaciones finales al tercer y cuarto informe periódicos de fecha 19 de noviembre del 2014 sobre la 
República Bolivariana de Venezuela. February 2016 [Online] Available from:  http://www.cofavic.org/wp-
content/uploads/2016/04/Informe-de-seguimiento-al-CAT-2016.pdf [Accessed 10 May, 2016]. 
28FUNDEPRO (2015): Informe Anual Presos Políticos en Venezuela [Online] Available from: 
https://es.scribd.com/doc/296867032/Informe-Presos-Politicos-2015-Fundepro [Accessed 13 May, 2016].   

http://www.cofavic.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/Informe-de-seguimiento-al-CAT-2016.pdf
http://www.cofavic.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/Informe-de-seguimiento-al-CAT-2016.pdf
https://es.scribd.com/doc/296867032/Informe-Presos-Politicos-2015-Fundepro
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policy at the highest-level, conceived by the Executive, to detain everyone dissenting or 

perceived as such, regardless they had, in fact, committed any crime. It also evidences 

that truth and justice are seriously disregarded by the GoV29.  

 

Such para-judicial policy has become a Dƻ±Ωǎ practice, and is clearly evidenced in the 

judicial process and the conviction sentence passed against Leopoldo López, Christian 

Holdack, Ángel Álvarez and Demian Martínez -as well as other sentences passed against 

political prisoners. According to the sworn examination of the former National Prosecutor 

for the case of Leopoldo López -Franklin Nieves30-, taken on 16 December, 2015, before 

authorities of the State of Florida, United States of America, several and serious 

irregularities occurred throughout the investigation of such case and the judicial process. 

Nieves affirmed that General Bernal -Director of SEBIN during CŜōǊǳŀǊȅΩǎ 2014 uprising- 

recognized that one of his officers -José Perdomo- killed student Bassil Da Costa -whose 

murder case is detailed in The Request- during the rally that took place on 12 February, 

2014. General Bernal then told Nieves that the charges arising from such crime had to be 

filed against those that called for the demonstration -led by Leopoldo López.  Nieves 

stressed that he was άǘƻƭŘ by General Bernal, the instructions by number one, Nicolás 

Maduro, is for those arrest warrants [against Leopoldo López and those who called for the 

demonstration] to be issued today [13 February, 2014] so that they are granted on the 

12th [the day of the demonstration were Da Costa was ƪƛƭƭŜŘϐέ31. For this purpose, Nieves 

explained that Bernal ordered a counterintelligence officer -called by the nickname ά¢ƘŜ 

9ƭŜǇƘŀƴǘέΣ since as Nieves explained, such officers are not given a name, but a nickname, 

within SEBIN- to prepare a police report since they did not have anything to support the 

                                                           
29 FUNDEPRO (2015): Informe Anual Presos Políticos en Venezuela [Online] Available from: 
https://es.scribd.com/doc/296867032/Informe-Presos-Politicos-2015-Fundepro [Accessed 13 May, 2016].   
30 Franklin Nieves decided to flee to the United States and voluntarily offered his testimony on the Leopoldo 
López case, which evidences how Venezuelan institutions, especially, the Judiciary and the OGP, are under 
the de facto control of the Presidency and commit serious irregularities. He said he had to follow orders, on 
account of pressures exerted upon him directly, by hDtΩǎ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ /ƻƳƳƻƴ /rimes and other authorities. 
He has stated there was vigilance on him -intelligence officers would follow him, his family and daughters- 
because he handled a lot of information that would link the GoV with the homicides. He admitted fearing for 
his life if he spoke up. By opposing issued orders, the GoV would first start an investigation and they would 
then request an arrest warrant and imprison him, based on no grounds. They could create criminal charges 
against him for that purpose and fabricate an investigation. Nieves said that prosecutors from the OGP have 
been put in jail for carrying out their investigations. He has explained that his officeΣ Ƙƛǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ǿƛŦŜΩǎ 
office were searched. 
31 Notary Public Lois E. Guffey (2015). Sworn Examination of Franklin Eduardo Nieves Capace. County of 
Dade, State of Florida, United States of America. 16 December, 2015 (pages 107-108).  

https://es.scribd.com/doc/296867032/Informe-Presos-Politicos-2015-Fundepro
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accusations32. In fact, such report was the only basis Nieves used to ask the judge for an 

arrest warrant against Leopoldo López33  

 

Nieves also said that the hDtΩǎ General Director of Procedural Action -Yoel Espinoza- sent 

him a text message sending him the name of the judge that was going to grant the arrest 

warrant -judge Ralenys Tovar-, her phone number and the court number34. Everything was 

prepared by the GoV to charge and convict Leopoldo López and the other people that 

were accused with him, under no grounds.  

 

Other major irregularities related to the Leopoldo López case, during the investigation and 

the judicial process, as reported by Franklin Nieves, are: (i) the trial should have been 

public but it was not -journalists and άƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ people were not allowed to ŜƴǘŜǊέ 

based on a court order35; (ii) during both the preliminary and the trial hearing, the judge -

Susana Barreiro36- prevented Leopoldo López from presenting evidence at trial; he was 

only allowed to present one witness -a journalist- of more than 100 witnesses Lopez's 

attorney asked for37. However, the OGP was allowed to present all of their witnesses -

approximately 130- some of who were forced to give their testimony38 -they were 

basically OGP and CICPC employees, who testified in order to keep their jobs39; (iii) during 

the hearings, security officers gave false statements: they said that there was a fire at the 

OGP's office library, άōǳǘ the expertise carried out on the collected evidence on February 

the 12th gave a result that there was not a ŦƛǊŜέ40. Nieves confirmed that the people that 

gave their testimony on this lied άōŜŎŀǳǎŜ they were forced to declare as such όΧύ by 

Nelson Mejía, the Director of Common Crimes [of the OGP] and by the Chief, Ego Berbesi 

                                                           
32 Notary Public Lois E. Guffey (2015). Sworn Examination of Franklin Eduardo Nieves Capace. County of 
Dade, State of Florida, United States of America. 16 December, 2015 (page 105). 
33 Notary Public Lois E. Guffey (2015). Sworn Examination of Franklin Eduardo Nieves Capace. County of 
Dade, State of Florida, United States of America. 16 December, 2015 (page 112). 
34 Notary Public Lois E. Guffey (2015). Sworn Examination of Franklin Eduardo Nieves Capace. County of 
Dade, State of Florida, United States of America. 16 December, 2015 (page 110). 
35 Notary Public Lois E. Guffey (2015). Sworn Examination of Franklin Eduardo Nieves Capace. County of 
Dade, State of Florida, United States of America. 16 December, 2015 (page 140). 
36 Who was sworn in as the General Public Defender for Venezuela, as a sort of reward for her obedience 
toward the GoV. 
37 Notary Public Lois E. Guffey (2015). Sworn Examination of Franklin Eduardo Nieves Capace. County of 
Dade, State of Florida, United States of America. 16 December, 2015 (page 142). 
38 Notary Public Lois E. Guffey (2015). Sworn Examination of Franklin Eduardo Nieves Capace. County of 
Dade, State of Florida, United States of America. 16 December, 2015 (page 143). 
39 Notary Public Lois E. Guffey (2015). Sworn Examination of Franklin Eduardo Nieves Capace. County of 
Dade, State of Florida, United States of America. 16 December, 2015 (page 144). 
40 Notary Public Lois E. Guffey (2015). Sworn Examination of Franklin Eduardo Nieves Capace. County of 
Dade, State of Florida, United States of America. 16 December, 2015 (page 135). 
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ώhDtΩǎ Security and Protection Chief]έ41; (iv) the GoV reportedly set up an ambush that 

day, at the hDtΩǎ headquarters entrance, άƪƴƻǿƛƴƎ that there was going to be a march, 

they never placed a barricade with officers, neither from the National Guard nor from any 

other state security organization, which is something they always do. That's a safety 

measure that is adopted whenever any group will come and demonstrate in front of the 

prosecutor's office. And that day when there were so many people demonstrating there 

wasn't even one police officer guarding the ƘŜŀŘǉǳŀǊǘŜǊǎέ42; (v) the GoV, itself, through its 

security officers, supposedly instigated acts of violence during the march of 12 February, 

2016, so they could justify the requesting of the arrest warrant against Leopoldo López43. 

One of the officers that Nieves claims watched over him -a SEBIN officer- told him he was 

one of the ones who went to the February the 12th march and started throwing rocks 

against the OGP office44 -which triggered actions against the ƻŦŦƛŎŜΩǎ façade, by throwing 

stones, for which Leopoldo López and other people were also accused; (vi) the hDtΩǎ 

Director of Common Crimes ordered Nieves to present a document before the court, to 

swear in two experts, in order to evaluate the speeches and tweets by Leopoldo López -

whether he had called for violence or not. In their separate analysis, both experts reached 

άǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ conclusions that López, neither in his speeches nor in the tweet messages, had 

called for violence. And they said, at the time of trial, that they [the authorities] were 

irresponsible όΧύ if they said that Leopoldo had called for ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜέ45. Judge Susana 

Barreiro then άŜǾŀƭǳŀǘŜŘ that testimony, but to the inverse. I mean she said that [the 

experts] had said that he [Leopoldo López] had called for violence. The expert who 

provided the expert testimony regarding the Molotov bottle said that there was no fire. 

And at the time of trial and sentencing it was stated that there was a fire όΧύ but there is 

not even one gram of powder found during the ƛƴǎǇŜŎǘƛƻƴέ46; (vii) Leopoldo López and the 

                                                           
41 Notary Public Lois E. Guffey (2015). Sworn Examination of Franklin Eduardo Nieves Capace. County of 
Dade, State of Florida, United States of America. 16 December, 2015 (pages 135-136). District attorney 
Narda Sanabria -also involved in Leopoldo López case- was also aware of such false statements, according to 
Nieves sworn examination. Notary Public Lois E. Guffey (2015). Sworn Examination of Franklin Eduardo 
Nieves Capace. County of Dade, State of Florida, United States of America. 16 December, 2015 (page 137). 
42 Notary Public Lois E. Guffey (2015). Sworn Examination of Franklin Eduardo Nieves Capace. County of 
Dade, State of Florida, United States of America. 16 December, 2015 (pages 158-159). 
43 Notary Public Lois E. Guffey (2015). Sworn Examination of Franklin Eduardo Nieves Capace. County of 
Dade, State of Florida, United States of America. 16 December, 2015 (page 158). 
44 Notary Public Lois E. Guffey (2015). Sworn Examination of Franklin Eduardo Nieves Capace. County of 
Dade, State of Florida, United States of America. 16 December, 2015 (pages 148-149). 
45 Notary Public Lois E. Guffey (2015). Sworn Examination of Franklin Eduardo Nieves Capace. County of 
Dade, State of Florida, United States of America. 16 December, 2015 (page 161). 
46 Notary Public Lois E. Guffey (2015). Sworn Examination of Franklin Eduardo Nieves Capace. County of 
Dade, State of Florida, United States of America. 16 December, 2015 (pages 161-162). 
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other people processed with him were convicted άǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ having even one element that 

would show [their] culpabƛƭƛǘȅέ47. 

 

Nieves concluded in his sworn statement that Leopldo López trial άwas plagued with 

irregularities, with false evidence. But I state false evidence, because the evidence paper, 

as such, almost has no value at the time of trial. The words, the testimony are what is 

valued there όΧύΦ Nonetheless, to the experts, the officers who carry out the expertise όΧύ 

who reached the conclusion that there no fire, that such a thing did not occur, under oath, 

they were ratified expertise that there had not been a fire. But then, when they spoke to 

the judge όΧύ [they said] yes, there was a fire όΧύ they were giving false testimony. And 

once the judge evaluated the testimony, she evaluated that in her own wayέ48. 

 

During his sworn statement, Nieves also confirmed that the General Prosecutor -Luisa 

Ortega Díaz- would be aware of the irregular orders given to him by other hDtΩǎ 

authorities, for the López case. Based on the hDtΩǎ chain of command -its hierarchy 

pyramid- such authorities report to the General Prosecutor and their decisions are not 

made without her authorization49. 

 

Pursuant to FUNDEPROΩǎ report, some of the sentences passed in favor of political 

prisoners have been submitted to the revision and approval of the director of The 

Bolivarian National Intelligence Service (Servicio Bolivariano de Inteligencia Nacional 

(SEBIN)). When a sentence granting freedom to a political prisoner is passed, they are 

released in practice only when the aforementioned director discretionally considers such 

sentence should be enforced. This has happened in the cases of: Víctor Ugas Azócar -still 

imprisoned in spite of the existence of a release judicial order- Inés González, Ginette 

Hernández and Lessi Marcano50. 

 

Though some of the political prisoners have certainly been released, they have not 

obtained unconditional freedom sentences, even when the GoV has not been able to 

prove their responsibility in the crimes they were charged with. Courts have forbidden 

them to make statements to the press and participate in civilian demonstrations and/or 

political activities, under arrest threats. Most of them are subjected to precautionary 

                                                           
47 Notary Public Lois E. Guffey (2015). Sworn Examination of Franklin Eduardo Nieves Capace. County of 
Dade, State of Florida, United States of America. 16 December, 2015 (pages 153-154). 
48 Notary Public Lois E. Guffey (2015). Sworn Examination of Franklin Eduardo Nieves Capace. County of 
Dade, State of Florida, United States of America. 16 December, 2015 (page 164). 
49 Notary Public Lois E. Guffey (2015). Sworn Examination of Franklin Eduardo Nieves Capace. County of 
Dade, State of Florida, United States of America. 16 December, 2015 (page 159). 
50 FUNDEPRO (2015): Informe Anual Presos Políticos en Venezuela [Online] Available from: 
https://es.scribd.com/doc/296867032/Informe-Presos-Politicos-2015-Fundepro [Accessed 13 May, 2016].   

https://es.scribd.com/doc/296867032/Informe-Presos-Politicos-2015-Fundepro
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measures, including house arrest and other humanitarian measures, especially after the 

serious deterioration of their health. Lƴ ŦŀŎǘΣ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Dƻ±Ωs political prisoners -those 

already released and those still imprisoned- have had a disturbing health decline, which is 

highly worrying.  

!ǎ ŀǘ у hŎǘƻōŜǊΣ нлмрΣ Ct± ŎŀǊǊƛŜŘ ƻǳǘ ŀ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǇǊƛǎƻƴŜǊǎΩ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŀƴŘ 

concluded many of them had hŜŀƭǘƘ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊƛƴƎ ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ 

Defender -Tarek William Saab- and the relevant courts have been informed about this; 

however, they rarely allow prisonersΩ transfers for medical reasons and have never 

allowed members of the International Red Cross to visit them, in order to give them a 

medical check-up.  

!ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ct±Ωǎ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ мс out of 29 individuals, imprisoned from February 2014 to 

June 2015, had worrying health conditions requiring specialized medical assistance, such 

as: calcification and coronary artery obstruction, hypertension, herniated disc, 

degenerative disc disease, retinal macula, skin cancer, scabies, stomach complications, 

skin abscess, acute testicular pain, hand fracture, thrombophlebitis, hepatitis A and C, 

renal failure, respiratory issues, and depression and emotional crisis. Some of these health 

conditions were acquired during their imprisonment and some others worsened during it, 

due to the subhuman conditions of their confinement and the systematic denial of 

ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŜǘŜƴǘ ŎƻǳǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŦƛƴŜƳŜƴǘ ŎŜƴǘŜǊǎΩ 

directors51. 

FUNDEPRO has reported that around 25% of the political prisoners has medical issues -

either physical or psychological- and that the absence of health and medical assistance 

policies is more serious in SEBIN confinement centers and in the National Center for 

Accused Military members (CENAPROMIL), known as Ramo Verde -where most of the 

political prisoners have been arrested during the last 16 years. FUNDEPRO has also 

reported that court orders delaying or denying transfers to health centers, based on 

ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǇǊƛǎƻƴŜǊǎΩ medical reasons, have become a bureaucratic practice carried out by 

the GoV. The courts reportedly wait until the prisoner has an alarming serious health 

decline in order to authorize the access to medical assistance. As FUNDEPRO has warned, 

even if a health issue is not serious, if not properly and timely assisted, it will certainly 

worsen52. 

                                                           
51 Foro Penal Venezolano (2015): Foro Penal vigila estado de salud de los presos políticos. 8 October, 2015 
[Online] Available from: 
 https://foropenal.com/noticias/foro-penal-vigila-estado-de-salud-de-los-presos-pol%C3%ACticos [Accessed 
28 April, 2016].   
52 FUNDEPRO (2015): Informe Anual Presos Políticos en Venezuela [Online] Available from: 
https://es.scribd.com/doc/296867032/Informe-Presos-Politicos-2015-Fundepro [Accessed 13 May, 2016].   

https://foropenal.com/noticias/foro-penal-vigila-estado-de-salud-de-los-presos-pol%C3%ACticos
https://es.scribd.com/doc/296867032/Informe-Presos-Politicos-2015-Fundepro
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Moreover, when five political prisoners -Alexander Tirado, Raúl Emilio Baduel, Leopoldo 

López, Daniel Ceballos and Nixon Leal- carried out a hunger strike, they did not receive 

ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴΣ ŀǎ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ōȅ ƭŀǿΦ ¢ƛǊŀŘƻ ŀƴŘ .ŀŘǳŜƭΩǎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜǎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŜŘ ǘƘŜȅ 

only had their temperature taken; Leopoldo LopezΩǎ ŘƻŎǘƻǊ ǿŀǎ ŦƻǊōƛŘŘŜƴ ǘƻ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ Ramo 

Verde; Ceballos was only examined when his fasting was terminated and Leal only saw a 

doctor twice: when he started and finished his hunger strike53. 

As at 18 April, 2016, the number of political prisoners with serious health conditions 

increased: 26 out of 81 political prisoners were suffering from serious health 

deterioration, as ƴŜǿ ŎŀǎŜǎ ƻŦ ǇǊƛǎƻƴŜǊǎΩ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ǿƻǊǎŜƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ 

conditions were reported. They also require dental and psychological assistance. It is 

striking how some of them -nine out of 26 - have developed hypertensive crisis while six of 

them have relevant psycho-emotional conditions such as depression, anxiety and 

insomnia, as a consequence of the confinement conditions.  

FPV has recommended the GoV to grant humanitarian measures to prisoners with medical 

conditions such as: hypertension, stomach complications, skin abscess, traumatology 

issues requiring surgery and major loss weight. They also demanded medical tests be 

practiced on the prisoners with health conditions; however, most of them have not been 

carried out at the present date. The political prisoners released under house arrest also 

suffer from health problems; nevertheless, the competent courts do not allow them to 

leave their houses in order to have medical assistance54.  As it has been stated by local 

NGOs, denying medical assistance for political reasons -considered as another sort of cruel 

and inhuman treatment and even torture- Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ Dƻ±Ωǎ ǎȅǎǘŜƳŀǘƛŎ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ55. Political 

prisoners are only subjected to humanitarian measures when their physical and mental 

health has seriously declined, to the point of being almost unable to exercising their 

political rights. 

3. Women victim of torture and/or other cruel, inhuman or degrading 

treatment 

According to COFAVIC, 41 out of 110 cases of human rights violations (37%) documented 

by their members, from February to May 2014, corresponded to female victims -

                                                           
53 Foro Penal Venezolano (2015): 15 de los 29 presos políticos de 2014 requieren atención médica. 26 June, 
2015 [Online] Available from: https://foropenal.com/noticias/15-de-los-29-presos-pol%C3%ADticos-de-
2014-requieren-atenci%C3%B3n-m%C3%A9dica [Accessed 28 April, 2016].    
54 Foro Penal Venezolano (2015): 15 de los 29 presos políticos de 2014 requieren atención médica. 26 June, 
2015 [Online] Available from:  https://foropenal.com/noticias/15-de-los-29-presos-pol%C3%ADticos-de-
2014-requieren-atenci%C3%B3n-m%C3%A9dica [Accessed 28 April, 2016].    
55 Foro Penal Venezolano (2015): Resumen (Informe Completo Anexo) Detenciones por Motivos Políticos, 
Torturas y Otros Tratos Crueles, Inhumanos y Degradantes. Asesinatos (2014-2015) [Online] Available from: 
https://foropenal.com/content/informe-foro-penal-venezolano-septiembre-2015 [Accessed 22 May, 2016].   
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historically, only 5% of women have been affected in Venezuela by human rights 

violations. 13 violations occurred during arbitrary detentions, 14 during assault and 

harassment in residential areas, and 14 were unrelated to detentions. The alleged 

perpetrators were members of: (i) the Bolivarian National Guard (Guardia Nacional 

Bolivariana (GNB)) (52%); (ii) police corps (29%); (iii) pro-government armed paramilitaries 

(17%); and (iv) SEBIN (2%)56. 

While being detained or arrested, assaults affected women under 25 years in 57% of the 

cases. Regarding the harassment of victims in their residence, 65% of the women were 40 

years and older. In cases unrelated to detentions, victims were between 18 and 40 years 

old. The types of violence documented were: (i) physical violence (assault and injuries), in 

56% of the cases; (ii) psychological violence (harassment and general threats57 or 

addressed to relatives), in 37% of the cases; and (iii) sexual violence58 (sexual harassment 

and threats), in 7% of the cases. In 27% of the cases, more than one type of violence was 

committed. COFAVIC detected as a pattern that the alleged assaults and blows -in the 

head, by kicking them and/or beating them with helmets and guns- were committed by 

women officials against women in detention or demonstrating59. 

Most of the cases of death and/or rape threats against women, committed by alleged 

members of national security forces, documented by COFAVIC, were not reported to the 

competent authorities for the following reasons: (i) in order to avoid further humiliations; 

(ii) given the perception that the perpetrators would be protected by the GoV; (iii) fearing 

reprisals against them and/or their relatives60; and, (iv) avoiding being exposed to public 

attention61. 

                                                           
56 COFAVIC (2014): Venezuela: Sentencias de silencio Informe situación de Derechos Humanos en Venezuela 
en el contexto de protestas estudiantiles de febrero-mayo 2014. February-May, 2014 [Online] Available from:  
http://w ww.cofavic.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/COFAVIC-Sentencias-de-Silencio-Final-.pdf [Accessed 
25 April, 2016].   
57 {ƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭǎΩ ǘƘǊŜŀǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜŘ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǿƻƳŜƴ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ related to sexual 
violence or their womanhood and their social origin. 
58 Recurrently, COFAVIC reported testimonies from women that affirm officials threatened them with raping 
them or forcing them to practice oral sex to their guards.  
59 COFAVIC (2014): Venezuela: Sentencias de silencio Informe situación de Derechos Humanos en Venezuela 
en el contexto de protestas estudiantiles de febrero-mayo 2014. February-May, 2014 [Online] Available from:  
http://w ww.cofavic.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/COFAVIC-Sentencias-de-Silencio-Final-.pdf [Accessed 
25 April, 2016].    
60 When mentioning their relatives, some of the women were told officials would kill their children so they 
would grow up alone, adding more psychological violence. 
61 COFAVIC (2014): Venezuela: Sentencias de silencio Informe situación de Derechos Humanos en Venezuela 
en el contexto de protestas estudiantiles de febrero-mayo 2014. February-May, 2014 [Online] Available from:  
http://www.cofavic.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/COFAVIC-Sentencias-de-Silencio-Final-.pdf [Accessed 
25 April, 2016].   

http://www.cofavic.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/COFAVIC-Sentencias-de-Silencio-Final-.pdf
http://www.cofavic.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/COFAVIC-Sentencias-de-Silencio-Final-.pdf
http://www.cofavic.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/COFAVIC-Sentencias-de-Silencio-Final-.pdf
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Several of the women arrested were placed in prisons with common prisoners -who 

insulted them and harassed them with sexual insults- in reduced spaces and ignoring their 

physiological needs, by denying them paper toilet or maxi pads. Another pattern detected 

by COFAVIC was the one referred to the order given to women to undress, while in 

detention. Official women would mock them regarding their physique characteristics. 

Some women also reported being subjected to digital anal and vaginal inspections -

considered by both the Inter-American Court and Commission on Human Rights as 

torture- while using obscene expressions62.    

Women that were not arrested but were assaulted during demonstrations, or simply as 

bystanders, also reported being victim of violence due to their gender. Some of them 

were badly wounded by pellet gunshots, at a close distance, in their faces and legs63.  

Regarding the women political prisoners, arbitrarily arrested by the GoV, some have been 

released and ten remain imprisoned. In many cases, their processes have also suffered 

from considerable judicial delays and other serious due process violations, and they have 

reported being victim of physical, mental and moral damage.  

4. ¢ƘŜ ¢ƻƳōΥ {9.LbΩǎ ǘƻǊǘǳǊŜ ŎƻƴŦƛƴŜƳŜƴǘ ŎŜƴǘŜǊ  

Since 2014, some political prisoners have been confined in SEBIN headquarters located in 

Plaza Venezuela -in the heart of Caracas- which is compounded of seven cells located in 

the basement, with cement walls painted all in white, thus, prisoners see no other colors -

known as the άǿƘƛǘŜ light ǘƻǊǘǳǊŜέ. This confinement center has been baptized as La 

Tumba (The Tomb) because it is a remote, cold and isolated place. Prisoners are not 

allowed to exercise and, as a consequence, their physical condition has changed 

dramatically64.  

 

As reported by detainees who have been confined in The Tomb, as well as their relatives -

and confirmed by FPV member and human rights lawyer, Tamara Sujú, and members of 

                                                           
62 COFAVIC (2014): Venezuela: Sentencias de silencio Informe situación de Derechos Humanos en Venezuela 
en el contexto de protestas estudiantiles de febrero-mayo 2014. February-May, 2014 [Online] Available from:  
http://www.cofavic.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/COFAVIC-Sentencias-de-Silencio-Final-.pdf [Accessed 
25 April, 2016].   
63 COFAVIC (2014): Venezuela: Sentencias de silencio Informe situación de Derechos Humanos en Venezuela 
en el contexto de protestas estudiantiles de febrero-mayo 2014. February-May, 2014 [Online] Available from:  
http://www.cofavic.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/COFAVIC-Sentencias-de-Silencio-Final-.pdf [Accessed 
25 April, 2016].   
64 NTN24 (2015): έThe Tomb" white torture center at SEBIN. 27 January, 2015 [Online] Available from: 

http://ntn24web.com/noticia/la-tumba-el-centro-de-tortura-blanca-del-sebin-38484 [Accessed 26 
October, 2015]. La Nación (2015): DŜǊŀǊŘƻ /ŀǊǊŜǊƻΩǎ ŎŜƭƭ ƛǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ¢ƘŜ ¢ƻƳō. 20 January, 2015. Available 
from:http://www.lanacion.com.ve/infogeneral/a-la-celda-de-gerardo-carrero-le-dicen-la-tumba/ 
[Accessed 26 October, 2015] 

http://www.cofavic.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/COFAVIC-Sentencias-de-Silencio-Final-.pdf
http://www.cofavic.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/COFAVIC-Sentencias-de-Silencio-Final-.pdf
http://ntn24web.com/noticia/la-tumba-el-centro-de-tortura-blanca-del-sebin-38484
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local NGO Justicia y Proceso (Justice and Process)- in such confinement center prisoners 

live under subhuman conditions and suffer limitations of all kinds. Cells measure 3x2 

meters, the air conditioning is set in a very low temperature and the white lights are never 

turned off -neither during the day nor at night- thus, they do not know when it is day or 

night. Some detainees have only received sunlight half an hour per week65. There is no 

natural air, no natural light, no windows and no sounds. Detainees can only hear the 

subway passing over their heads. They are subjected to cell isolation, which means 

detainees are unable to see each other. Their cells have white walls and gray bars, with a 

little hole through which they receive their food. During the first stage of their 

confinement, they were locked 24 hours a day and were surveilled by cameras and 

microphones. They could only stretch their legs when they rang an internal bell asking to 

be taken to the toilets. They were subjected to permanent white light, 24 hours a day. 

When the custody officers wanted to punish them, they would set the air conditioning in 

its lowest temperature. During the first month of their confinement, they were not 

allowed to receive the visit of their attorneys. They suffered from diarrhea, vomits and 

hallucinations, for which a SEBIN doctor prescribed medicines they took with fear. They 

were pale and suffered from other lack of Vitamin D consequences, as well as depression. 

For five months, The Tomb detainees were taken outdoors only three times, during one 

hour66. 

 

As stated by members of Justicia y Proceso, the purpose of inflicting the άǿƘƛǘŜ light 

ǘƻǊǘǳǊŜέ is to break them and force them to sign documents pleading guilty or 

incriminating others67. They insist that SEBIN officers have inflicted psychological torture 

on detainees68.  

 

                                                           
65 Runrunes: !ǎƝ Ŝǎ ά[ŀ ¢ǳƳōŀέ ŘŜƭ {Ŝōƛƴ ŘŜ tƭŀȊŀ ±ŜƴŜȊǳŜƭŀΦ 11 February, 2015 [Online] Available from: 
 http://runrun.es/rr -es-plus/investigacion/186905/asi-es-la-tumba-del-sebin-de-plaza-venezuela.html 
[Accessed 10 May, 2016]. 
66 ABC: «La tumba», siete celdas de tortura en el corazón de Caracas. 10 February, 2015 [Online] Available 
from:http://www.abc.es/internacional/20150210/abci-tumba-celdas-tortura-venezuela-201502091144.html 
[Accessed 10 May, 2016]. Cool Channel TV (2015): @carrero_C777: Con dolor de padre confirmo que mi hijo 
@gerardocarrero7 y sus compañeros ¡siguen en denigrantes condiciones. 8 February, 2015. [Online] 
Available from: https://www.coolchannel.tv/2015/02/09/carreroc777-con-dolor-de-padre-confirmo-que-mi-
hijo-gerardocarrero7-y-sus-compaeros-siguen-en-denigrantes-condiciones [Accessed 10 May, 2016]. 
67 ABC: «La tumba», siete celdas de tortura en el corazón de Caracas. 10 February, 2015 [Online] Available 
from:http://www.abc.es/internacional/20150210/abci-tumba-celdas-tortura-venezuela-201502091144.html 
[Accessed 10 May, 2016]. 
68 Cool Channel TV (2015): @carrero_C777: Con dolor de padre confirmo que mi hijo @gerardocarrero7 y sus 
compañeros ¡siguen en denigrantes condiciones. 8 February, 2015 [Online] Available from: 
https://www.coolchannel.tv/2015/02/09/carreroc777-con-dolor-de-padre-confirmo-que-mi-hijo-
gerardocarrero7-y-sus-compaeros-siguen-en-denigrantes-condiciones [Accessed 10 May, 2016]. 

http://runrun.es/rr-es-plus/investigacion/186905/asi-es-la-tumba-del-sebin-de-plaza-venezuela.html
http://www.abc.es/internacional/20150210/abci-tumba-celdas-tortura-venezuela-201502091144.html
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Description of The Tomb cells based on information given by relatives of the detainees. 

Source: Runrunes 

 

 

The tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ Defender -Tarek William Saab- has affirmed torture practices are not 

inflicted in The Tomb69; however, he afterwards informed that his Office requested SEBIN 

to improve the confinement conditions70. Relatives of the detainees and Human Rights 

NGOs in Venezuela have persistently denounced the use of The Tomb for confining 

students and dissidents, and argue that the conditions of confinement constitute mental 

or psychological torture71. They have demanded authorities to close The Tomb instead of 

                                                           
69 Runrunes: !ǎƝ Ŝǎ ά[ŀ ¢ǳƳōŀέ ŘŜƭ {Ŝōƛƴ ŘŜ tƭŀȊŀ ±ŜƴŜȊǳŜƭŀΦ 11 February, 2015 [Online] Available from: 
 http://runrun.es/rr -es-plus/investigacion/186905/asi-es-la-tumba-del-sebin-de-plaza-venezuela.html 
[Accessed 10 May, 2016]. 
70 Cool Channel TV (2015): @carrero_C777: Con dolor de padre confirmo que mi hijo @gerardocarrero7 y sus 
compañeros ¡siguen en denigrantes condiciones. 8 February, 2015 [Online] Available from: 
https://www.coolchannel.tv/2015/02/09/carreroc777-con-dolor-de-padre-confirmo-que-mi-hijo-
gerardocarrero7-y-sus-compaeros-siguen-en-denigrantes-condiciones [Accessed 10 May, 2016]. 
71 NTN24 (2014): Foro Penal Venezolano denounced torture against Gerardo Carrero. Youtube. 9 December, 
2014 [Online] Video available from: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FsmJ9pdyjFs [Accessed 26 
October, 2015]. El Pais (2015): Venezuela, brujas y demonios. 30 April, 2015 [Online] Available from: 
http://internacional.elpais.com/internacional/2015/04/30/actualidad/1430401529_990860.html [Accessed 
26 October, 2015]. Runrunes: !ǎƝ Ŝǎ ά[ŀ ¢ǳƳōŀέ ŘŜƭ {Ŝōƛƴ ŘŜ tƭŀȊŀ ±ŜƴŜȊǳŜƭŀΦ 11 February, 2015 [Online] 

http://runrun.es/rr-es-plus/investigacion/186905/asi-es-la-tumba-del-sebin-de-plaza-venezuela.html
https://www.coolchannel.tv/2015/02/09/carreroc777-con-dolor-de-padre-confirmo-que-mi-hijo-gerardocarrero7-y-sus-compaeros-siguen-en-denigrantes-condiciones
https://www.coolchannel.tv/2015/02/09/carreroc777-con-dolor-de-padre-confirmo-que-mi-hijo-gerardocarrero7-y-sus-compaeros-siguen-en-denigrantes-condiciones
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FsmJ9pdyjFs
http://internacional.elpais.com/internacional/2015/04/30/actualidad/1430401529_990860.html


 25 

άƛƳǇǊƻǾƛƴƎ the confinement condiǘƛƻƴǎέ72. 

 

As at May 2016, there were still three prisoners confined in The Tomb73: Lorent Saleh, 

Gabriel Vallés and Juan Miguel de Sousa -whose cases will be developed in detail on 

Chapter III. 

 

рΦ [ŜƻǇƻƭŘƻ [ƽǇŜȊΩs solitary confinement  

Leopoldo López has been arbitrarily arrested for more than two years at Ramo Verde, 

which is located 28 miles (45 km) from the city of Caracas74. The conditions of his 

imprisonment have worsened as months go by. As of today, he has been in solitary 

confinement for one year, which constitutes prolonged psychological torture. On a 

ǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ ŦƛƭŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ¦bΩǎ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ wŀǇǇƻǊǘŜǳǊ ƻƴ ǘƻǊǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎǊǳŜƭΣ ƛƴƘǳƳŀƴ ƻǊ 

ŘŜƎǊŀŘƛƴƎ ǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘ ƻǊ ǇǳƴƛǎƘƳŜƴǘΣ ƻƴ aŀǊŎƘ нлмсΣ [ƽǇŜȊΩǎ ƛǎƻƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘΥ άhe is 

isolated in a prison building where he is the only detainee.  Guards accompany him 

everywhere while he is out of his cell and prevent him from having any meaningful social 

contact with other prisonersέ75. 

Leopoldo López -declared prisoner of conscience by Amnesty International- has been 

unjustly incarcerated for over 2 years. He has described his solitary confinement situation 

in his book Preso pero Libre, when he points out that solitary confinement is the situation 

in which he has spent most of his incarceration. In fact, he has been completely isolated 

                                                                                                                                                                                 
Available from: http://runrun.es/rr -es-plus/investigacion/186905/asi-es-la-tumba-del-sebin-de-plaza-
venezuela.html [Accessed 10 May, 2016]. 
72 Cool Channel TV (2015): @carrero_C777: Con dolor de padre confirmo que mi hijo @gerardocarrero7 y sus 
compañeros ¡siguen en denigrantes condiciones. 8 February, 2015 [Online] Available from: 
https://www.coolchannel.tv/2015/02/09/carreroc777-con-dolor-de-padre-confirmo-que-mi-hijo-
gerardocarrero7-y-sus-compaeros-siguen-en-denigrantes-condiciones [Accessed 10 May, 2016]. 
73 Gerardo Carrero, whose case is detailed in The Request, stayed months confined in The Tomb, where he 
was allegedly tortured, as reported by various NGOs and his relatives. 
74 Going to Ramo Verde by highway -from Caracas- takes an hour and a half. The guiding point is the 

roundabout called The Indian, located in the heart of the Guaicaipuro municipality. A steep climb of 500 

meters leads to the front door, from where one can appreciate part of the infrastructure, a little 

deteriorated by the years and the cold. There are four officiales there -the first line of security- who are in 

charge of requiring the identification card of the visitors. They verify if they are on the list of people with 

permitted access. Then, the checking process comes: visitors pass to the dressing room where they are 

asked to open purses, wallets, or briefcase, to take off shoes, and in some occasions even clothing. Panorma 

(2015): Así es un día de Leopoldo López en la cárcel de Ramo Verde 29 May, 2015 [Online] Available from: 

http://www.panorama.com.ve/politicayeconomia/Asi-es-un-dia-de-Leopoldo-Lopez-en-carcel-de-Ramo-

Verde-20150529  [Accessed 12 May 2016]. 

75 Genser, Jared (2016)  [Online] Available from: http://perseus-strategies.com/wp-
content/uploads/2016/03/Complaint-to-UN-Special-Rapporteur-on-Torture-Leopoldo-Lopez-Lilian-Tintori-
and-Antonieta-Mendoza-3.23.16.pdf 
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for seven months -half of the time he has been in Ramo Verde, he has been in solitary 

confinement76. 

President Maduro, Diosdado Cabello -deputy of the National Assembly, former president 

of this entity and Vice-president of the United Socialist Party of Venezuela (Partido 

Socialista Unido de Venezuela (PSUV)) and Colonel José Salvador Viloria -current Director 

of Ramo Verde- ŀǊŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊǎŜƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ [ŜƻǇƻƭŘƻ [ƽǇŜȊΩs incarceration 

conditions and for the psychological torture to which he is subjected. 

Likewise, Leopoldo López continues being a victim of violation of the attorney-client 

privilege, as confirmed by his attorney -Juan Carlos Gutiérrez- and other unlawful 

conditions, when they meet in Ramo Verde. He is the only prisoner confined in a 4-storey 

tower. His 2x3 meter diameter cell is located in the fourth floor of this tower. In order to 

access his isolation cell, it is necessary to go through 10 doors and open 12 padlocks. 

President Nicolás Maduro, Diosdado Cabello, as well as other Dƻ±Ωǎ high officers have 

continued to use pejorative adjectives to refer to López. Among some of these discrediting 

ǘŜǊƳǎΣ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǎǘŀƴŘ ƻǳǘΥ άǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǎǘŜǊ ƻŦ Ramo Verdeέ ŀƴŘ άƳǳǊŘŜǊŜǊέΦ Lƴ 

statements made at the end of 2015, Diosdado Cabello maintained that the opposition 

ƭŜŀŘŜǊ [ŜƻǇƻƭŘƻ [ƽǇŜȊ ƛǎ ŀ άƘƛƎƘƭȅ ŘŀƴƎŜǊƻǳǎέ ǇǊƛǎƻƴŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǿƘȅ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ 

to add security measures to his confinement location77. 

 
The Ramo Verda prison and representation of the cell where Leopoldo López is confinded.  

Source: La Patilla 

                                                           
76 López, L (2016): Preso pero Libre. Spain, Península, p. 156 and 159. Available in 
iBooks: https://itun.es/us/MCWLab.l 
77 El Nacional (2015): 5ƛƻǎŘŀŘƻ /ŀōŜƭƭƻΥ [ŜƻǇƻƭŘƻ [ƽǇŜȊ Ŝǎ ǳƴ άǇǊŜǎƻ ŘŜ ŀƭǘŀ ǇŜƭƛƎǊƻǎƛŘŀŘέΦ 15 October, 2015 

[Online] Available from: http://www.el -nacional.com/politica/Leopoldo-Lopez-peligrosidad-Diosdado-

Cabello_0_720527970.html [Accessed 11 May, 2016]. 
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6. Pro-government paramilitaries: The unlawful armed groups executing 

the Dƻ±Ωǎ repression plan against the civilian population  

As it was stated in The Request, the GoV has designed and coordinated a repression 

plan78, executed by the national armed forces, the national security forces, the national 

intelligence services and the different state-level security forces, to repress 

demonstrations and attack activities carried out by people expressing dissent, since 

February 2014. These forces have continuously acted jointly with different pro-

government armed paramilitaries -commonly known as colectivos- who consider 

ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ŀǊƳŜŘ ǿƛƴƎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŦƻǊƳŜŘ ōȅ ŀǊƳŜŘ ŎƛǾƛƭƛŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ 

main purpose is to defend the so-called Bolivarian Revolution, through para-police 

ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴǎΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ Dƻ±Ωǎ ǇŜǊƳƛǎǎƛǾŜƴŜǎǎ79. They are also involved in illegal activities 

including drug trafficking, extortion, racketeering, contract killings and car theft80, with the 

tolerance of the GoV.  

The Venezuelan Observatory on Social Conflicts (Observatorio Venezolano de 

Conflictividad Social -OVCS)) determined these groups act throughout the Venezuelan 

territory -the most active being located in Caracas, where there are at least 71 of them- 

and have violence records against demonstrators and political dissidents81. Most of these 

ƎǊƻǳǇǎΩ operations are, indeed, conducted in 23 de Enero -a slum located near the 

Miraflores Palace, in the heart of the city, close to most of Venezuela's government 

buildings82.  

!ǎ ǳƴƛǘǎ ƻǿƛƴƎ ŀƭƭŜƎƛŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Dƻ±Σ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ Dƻ±Ωǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ŀƴŘ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘ the 

Dƻ±Ωǎ ŀƎŜƴŘŀΣ ŜƴŦƻǊŎƛƴƎ ǘƘǊŜŀǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ -which is not only implemented by legal 

means but also by criminal organizations under the de facto control of the State. In 2014, 

the OVCS detected a repression pattern -which in many occasions has led to casualties- 

                                                           
78 Although it was initially designed to last for six months, the Homeland Security Plan has now been in force 
across the Venezuelan territory for over 2 years. 
79 Observatorio Venezolano de Conflictividad Social (2015): Manifestantes en la mira de Colectivos 
Paramilitares [Online] Available from: http://www.observatoriodeconflictos.org.ve/oc/wp-
content/uploads/2015/06/Informe-Manifestantes-en-la-mira-de-paramilitares.pdf [Accessed 4 May, 2016].  
80 Solís, D (2016): In Venezuela, Armed Groups Find Opportunity in Calamity. 1 March, 2016 [Online] 
Available from: https://www.stratfor.com/sample/analysis/venezuela-armed-groups-find-opportunity-
calamity?amp%3Buuid=b8197835-f1e2-4ca1-9020-b045182a3e1d&id=%2A%7CLIST%3AUID%7C%2A 
[Accessed 4 May, 2016]. 
81 Observatorio Venezolano de Conflictividad Social (2015): Manifestantes en la mira de Colectivos 
Paramilitares [Online] Available from: http://www.observatoriodeconflictos.org.ve/oc/wp-
content/uploads/2015/06/Informe-Manifestantes-en-la-mira-de-paramilitares.pdf [Accessed 4 May, 2016]. 
82 Solís, D (2016): In Venezuela, Armed Groups Find Opportunity in Calamity. 1 March, 2016. [Online] 
Available from: https://www.stratfor.com/sample/analysis/venezuela-armed-groups-find-opportunity-
calamity?amp%3Buuid=b8197835-f1e2-4ca1-9020-b045182a3e1d&id=%2A%7CLIST%3AUID%7C%2A 
[Accessed 4 May, 2016]. 
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carried out by pro-government armed paramilitaries and allowed by national security 

forces, including: (i) coordinated attacks with GNB and PNB, against civilians; (ii) use of 

toxic and fire weapons; (iii) practice of torture or other cruel, inhuman or degrading 

treatment -including sexual assault; (iv) practice of raids without court orders; and (v) 

persecution against journalists, political opposition activists, social leaders and students83. 

!ǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Dƻ±Ωǎ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ, the OVCS has detected another pattern: the colectivosΩ 

repressive acts against peaceful demonstrators, as ǘƘŜ Dƻ±Ωǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ, when 

demonstrations expressing political content arise.  Taking advantage of impunity and the 

Dƻ±Ωǎ ǇŜǊƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΣ colectivos intend to terrorize people and prevent them from demanding 

the GoV to respect their ǊƛƎƘǘǎΦ !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ h±/{Ωǎ ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴΣ 

ŘǳǊƛƴƎ нлмпΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘǊƛƳŜǎǘŜǊΣ violent actions executed by pro-government armed 

paramilitaries occurred in at least 437 protests. In most of them, people wounded by 

gunshots were reported84. 

tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ aŀŘǳǊƻ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ Ƙŀǎ ƛƴǎƛǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŘŜƴȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ άŘŜƳƻƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ 

Venezuelan colectivosέ and has affirmed that άόΧύ If there is awareness somewhere, it is in 

ǘƘŜǎŜ ŎƻƭŜŎǘƛǾƻǎ όΧύ L Ŏŀƴ ŀǎǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŎƻƭŜŎǘƛǾƻǎ ŀǊŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎΣ ǇǊƻŘǳŎƛƴƎ όΧύ 

culture. They had to arm in the past and are now organized for protecting their 

communityέ85. Five days after such statement, Wilmer Juan Carballo was murdered in 

Aragua state, by a gunshot in his face, during a demonstration86. Attacks against civilians -

ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǇǊƻǘŜǎǘǎ- were subsequently reported and on 5 March, 2014, 

President Maduro directly ordered the colectivos to stifle demonstrations, by stating, on a 

ƳŀƴŘŀǘƻǊȅ ōǊƻŀŘŎŀǎǘΥ άI call on the UBCh [a group of pro- government armed 

paramilitaries], on the communal councils, on communities, on colectivos: flame that is lit, 

                                                           
83 Observatorio Venezolano de Conflictividad Social (2015): Manifestantes en la mira de Colectivos 
Paramilitares [Online] Available from: http://www.observatoriodeconflictos.org.ve/oc/wp-
content/uploads/2015/06/Informe-Manifestantes-en-la-mira-de-paramilitares.pdf [Accessed 4 May, 2016]. 
84 Observatorio Venezolano de Conflictividad Social (2015): Manifestantes en la mira de Colectivos 
Paramilitares [Online] Available from: http://www.observatoriodeconflictos.org.ve/oc/wp-
content/uploads/2015/06/Informe-Manifestantes-en-la-mira-de-paramilitares.pdf [Accessed 4 May, 2016]. 
85 El Universal Maduro (2014): «No acepto la campaña de demonización de los colectivos». 19 February, 
2014 [Online] Available from: http://www.eluniversal.com/nacional-y-politica/protestas-en-
venezuela/140219/maduro-no-acepto-la-campana-de-demonizacion-de-los-colectivos [Accessed 5 May, 
2016]. 
86 Tic Television (2015): Lo aniquilaron en Cagua de disparo en la cara [Online] Available from: 
http://www.tictv.com.ve/index.php/noticias/item/18173-lo-aniquilaron-en-caguade-disparo-en-la-cara 
[Accessed 22 February, 2016]. 
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flame that is extinguishedέ87. On 12 April, 2014, Jesús Enrique Acosta was murdered when 

armed groups shot against some houses88.  

The pro-government armed paramilitary groups are under the de facto control of the GoV, 

which provides them with the resources to operate and allow them to function with 

immunity from prosecution. Not only is their training similar to that of the police force, 

they have also been known to use police resources and appear alongside high level police 

officials in public events89.  

The commǳƴŜǎΩ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ90 -promoted by former President Hugo Chávez and continued by 

President Maduro- is directly linked to the colectivos running. According to the Ministry of 

Popular Power for Communes and Social Movements, in 2015, a budget calculated in 

41,708,000 bolivars was requested to the Vice-presidency for the Development of 

Territorial Socialism -ǳƴŘŜǊ 9ƭƝŀǎ WŀǳŀΩǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ91. 3,252,000 bolivars were expected to 

strengthen 10,000 social movements in the country and support 41,300 Power Popular 

organizations. Several colectivos promote communes and receive funding through them, 

which in theory should not be illegal; however, some of these groups have, among its 

ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘƛŜǎΣ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ άǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŦŜƴǎŜέΦ ¢ƘŜ h±/{ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŜŘ ŎŀǎŜǎ ƻŦ 

colectivos associated with communes or non-profit organizations -such as La Piedrita and 

Alexis Vive- which have among its purposes fighting against drug dealing -a State 

prerogative- and security and citizen control activities, receiving funding from the GoV92. 

                                                           
87 Diario de Caracas (2014): Rechazan decisión de Maduro de mandar a colectivos a la calle [Online] Available 
from: http://diariodecaracas.com/politica/rechazan-decision-maduro-mandar-colectivos-la-calle [Accessed 
22 February, 2016]. 
88 Ultimas Noticias (2014): Asesinado un universitario durante protesta en La Isabelica [Online] Available 
from: http://www.ultimasnoticias.com.ve/noticias/actualidad/sucesos/asesinado-un-universitario-durante-
protesta-en-la-. aspx#ixzz3ZQRDW3B7 [Accessed 22 February, 2016]. 
89 Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (2009): Democracy and Human Rights in Venezuela. 
Furthermore, as an example of the relationship between the Government and this paramilitary groups, the 
Penitentiary Services aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊΣ LǊƛǎ ±ŀƭŜǊŀΣ ǘǿƛǘǘŜŘ άǿŜΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭŜŎǘƛǾƻǎΣ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŦǳƴŘŀƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǇƛƭƭŀǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ŘŜŦŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΦέ See: El Universal (2014): Varela: Colectivos son el pilar para la defensa de la patria. 
15 February, 2014 [Online] Available from: http://www.eluniversal.com/nacional-ypolitica/140215/varela-
colectivos-son-el-pilar-para-la-defensa-de-la-patria [Accessed 28 August, 2015]. El Nacional (2014): Varela: 
Colectivos somos pilar fundamental para la defensa de la patria. 14 February, 2014 [Online] Available 
from:http://www.el -nacional.com/politica/Varela-Colectivos-fundamental-
defensaPatria_0_355764657.html [Accessed 28 August, 2015]. 
90 There are already 1,000 in the country, according to the Venezuelan Observatory on Social Conflicts 
91 Ministerio de Poder Popular para la Información y Comunicación (Ministry of Information and 
Communications) (2014): Creada Vicepresidencia de Desarrollo del Socialismo Territorial. 2 September, 2014 
[Online] Available from: http://www.minci.gob.ve/2014/09/creada-vicepresidencia-de-desarrollo-del-
socialismo-territorial/  [Accessed 5 May, 2016]. 
92 Observatorio Venezolano de Conflictividad Social (2015): Manifestantes en la mira de Colectivos 
Paramilitares [Online] Available from: http://www.observatoriodeconflictos.org.ve/oc/wp-
content/uploads/2015/06/Informe-Manifestantes-en-la-mira-de-paramilitares.pdf [Accessed 4 May, 2016]. 

http://diariodecaracas.com/politica/rechazan-decision-maduro-mandar-colectivos-la-calle
http://www.el-nacional.com/politica/Varela-
http://www.minci.gob.ve/2014/09/creada-vicepresidencia-de-desarrollo-del-socialismo-territorial/
http://www.minci.gob.ve/2014/09/creada-vicepresidencia-de-desarrollo-del-socialismo-territorial/
http://www.observatoriodeconflictos.org.ve/oc/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/Informe-Manifestantes-en-la-mira-de-paramilitares.pdf
http://www.observatoriodeconflictos.org.ve/oc/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/Informe-Manifestantes-en-la-mira-de-paramilitares.pdf


 30 

According to the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ άviolent 

ƎǊƻǳǇǎ όΧύ have been acting with the encouragement and acquiescence of the Venezuelan 

{ǘŀǘŜ όΧύ ώ¢ϐƘŜǎŜ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ƘŀǾŜ όΧύ been act[ing] with the participation or tolerance of state 

agentsέ93.  

 
Source: OVCS 

 

As reported by OVCS, pro-government armed paramilitaries are constantly in a complicity-

tension relationship ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ Dƻ±Υ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǳǎŜŦǳƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Dƻ±Ωǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘǎΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ 

against Venezuela's political opposition agenda, when people demonstrate massively and 

ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ǘƘŜ άŜȄŜŎǳǘƛƻƴŜǊǎέ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ±ŜƴŜzuelans taking over 

the streets, demanding the fulfillment of their rights and expressing their opinions. As 

such, they are a source of conflict and a risk for democracy94. Recently, they have used 

aggressive tactics against Venezuelan opposition leadersΩ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǊŀƭƭƛŜǎ, during the 

parliamentary election campaign -resulting in the murder of an opposition activist, as will 

                                                           
93 Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (2009): Democracy and Human Rights in Venezuela. 
94 Observatorio Venezolano de Conflictividad Social (2015): Manifestantes en la mira de Colectivos 
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be explained below. They afterward harassed and threatened opposition deputies during 

their sworn into the National Assembly, early in January95. 

These constant violent actions have as common element and cause tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ aŀŘǳǊƻΩǎ 

violent speech, whose verbal threats have paved the way for physical violence against 

ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘƭȅΣ ǘŀǊƎŜǘƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ŘƛǎǎŜƴǘ ƻǊ ƻǇǇƻǎŜ ǘƘŜ Dƻ±Ωǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘǎ -

or are perceived as such- resulting in their death, their imprisonment, their torture and/or 

their persecution.  

B. The parliamentary election ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴΥ ¢ƘŜ Dƻ±Ωǎ ǾƛƻƭŜƴǘ ǎǇŜŜŎƘ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ƛƴ 

physical violence and persecution 

¢ƘŜ ƘŀǘŜŦǳƭ ŀƴŘ ŀƎƎǊŜǎǎƛǾŜ ǎǇŜŜŎƘ ǇǊƻƴƻǳƴŎŜŘ ōȅ Dƻ±Ωǎ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭǎ Ƙŀǎ ƛƴŘŜŜŘ ƭŜŘ ǘƻ ǾƛƻƭŜƴǘ 

actions, promoted by Maduro himself, and carried out by national security forces along 

with pro-government armed paramilitaries. Such actions are aggravated during events of 

national importance -such as elections- major criminal cases and/or especial incidents 

related to the socio-economic crisis.  

On 6 December, 2015, parliamentary elections were held in Venezuela, amid an 

atmosphere of tension and threats against the political opposition and the civilians 

perceived as dissidents, for expressing their opinions regarding such elections.  

The threats, violence and persecution, recurrent since February 2014, were intensified 

before, during and after the parliamentary elections. During all this time, President 

aŀŘǳǊƻΩǎ ǾƛƻƭŜƴǘ ǎǇŜŜŎƘ ǿŀǎ Ŏƻƴǎǘŀƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊǎŜƴŜŘΣ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ Dƻ± ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘ 

probabilities the political opposition had to winning the elections. As it was denounced by 

the political opposition, and local and international NGOs, the physical violence present in 

ǘƘŜ ŜƭŜŎǘƻǊŀƭ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƛǘǎ ƻǊƛƎƛƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Dƻ±Ωǎ ǾƛƻƭŜƴǘ ǎǇŜŜŎƘ96. President 

aŀŘǳǊƻ ŜǾŜƴ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ άIf the right group [the opposition parties] takes the election 

many very grave things would happen, including street confrontations (...) I will be the first 

person to go to the streets to defend with the people our revolution. Our country can only 

be governed by revolutionŀǊƛŜǎ όΧύ ¢ƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǇǊŀȅ ŀƴŘ ƭƛƎƘǘ ŎŀƴŘƭŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ 

saints so that the elections are won by us, otherwise it would be total chaos. (...) I swear 

ǘƘŀǘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ƴƻ ŎƛǊŎǳƳǎǘŀƴŎŜǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ L ǎǳǊǊŜƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǊŜǾƻƭǳǘƛƻƴǎ όΧύ 
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[ŜǘΩǎ ōŜ ǇǊŜǇared to defend our homeland and to win in any way, at any cost, because our 

future is in play. Massacre and death will take place if the chavista revolution failsέ97. 

Most of the polls carried out by the main survey companies foresaw that members of a 

group of political parties called the Democratic Unity Roundtable (Mesa de la Unidad 

Democrática όa¦5ύύ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƻƻǎŜƭȅ ǿƛƴ ǘƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ !ǎǎŜƳōƭȅΩǎ ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǾƻǘŜǎ through 

strong turnout. In order to counteract such disadvantage, PSUV leaders -the Dƻ±Ωǎ 

political party, whose electoral motto was Como sea a la Asamblea (to the Assembly, 

whatever it takes)- increased their fear strategy through threats and a violent speech.  

5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Dƻ±Ωǎ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ŎƭƻǎƛƴƎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅΣ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ aŀŘǳǊƻ ŀŦŦƛǊƳŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǇŜŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ 

stability in the country, as well as the funding and continuation of social programs on 

housing, health, education, etc. depended on the elections triumph98, in an evident 

display of threat and manipulation.   

Members of the local NGO Espacio Público (Public Space) ŘŜƴƻǳƴŎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ Dƻ±Ωǎ 

violent speech would produce more violence and increase the possibility of attacks against 

opposition members -which took place on a daily basis during the campaign. They also 

criticized that the OGP failed to investigate these situations properly99. 

The international community -the Organization of American States (OAS), the European 

Union, the United States government ŀƴŘ {ǇŀƛƴΩǎ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΣ aŀǊƛŀƴƻ wŀƧƻȅ- also 

condemned the attacks against the political opposition during the eleŎǘƛƻƴǎΩ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴΦ 

h!{Ω {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ -Luis Almagro- considered these attacks were trying to intimidate 

opposition members and demanded the GoV to act immediately in order to avoid 

ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ŀƴ άŜȄŜǊŎƛǎŜ ƻŦ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘΣ ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŦŜŀǊέ100. Evidencing, once 

again, his aggressive speech, President Maduro answered: άhƴŎŜ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŘƻƴŜ ƻǳǊ 

investigation, well, I expect a rectification, if that piece of filth of Almagro still has some 

                                                           
97 El Nacional (2015) [Online] 22 June 2015. Available from: http://www.elnacional.com/politica/Maduro-
lanzara-calle-oposicion-AN_0_651535042.html [Accessed 4 November, 2015] 
98 Diario Las Américas (2015): Maduro advierte que de la victoria del chavismo "depende la paz" de 
Venezuela. 3 December, 2015 [Online] Available from: 
 http://www.diariolasamericas.com/5804_elecciones-en-venezuela/3491968_maduro-advierte-victoria-
chavismo-depende-venezuela.html [Accessed 12 March, 2016] 
99 La Razón (2015): Maduro radicaliza su discurso y agita la violencia en campaña. 28 November, 2015 
[Online] Available from: http://www.larazon.es/internacional/maduro-radicaliza-su-discurso-y-agita-la-
violencia-en-campana-MD11308949#.Ttt1mxmKOoq1QaI [Accessed 4 May, 2016]. 
100 La Razón (2015): Maduro radicaliza su discurso y agita la violencia en campaña. 28 November, 2015 
[Online] Available from: http://www.larazon.es/internacional/maduro-radicaliza-su-discurso-y-agita-la-
violencia-en-campana-MD11308949#.Ttt1mxmKOoq1QaI [Accessed 4 May, 2016].  
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ethics and morals. And I hope filth in general excuses me; poor little filth, I have compared 

ƛǘ ǿƛǘƘ !ƭƳŀƎǊƻέ101. 

¢ƘŜ Dƻ±Ωǎ ǾƛƻƭŜƴǘ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘǊŜŀǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ōǊƻŀŘŎŀǎǘ нп ƘƻǳǊǎ ŀ Řŀȅ, on national 

ǘŜƭŜǾƛǎƛƻƴΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ aŀŘǳǊƻΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƛǎ ŎƻƴǎǘŀƴǘΦ According to a report issued by the local 

organization Monitoreo Ciudadano (CiǾƛŎ aƻƴƛǘƻǊƛƴƎύΣ aŀŘǳǊƻΩǎ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƳŀƴŘŀǘƻǊȅ 

broadcasts (cadena nacional, a platform frequently used for making propaganda, which 

surpassed 500 hours earlier this year, since he took office, 3 years ago) limit Venezuelans 

option to access free information and entertainment102.Through these national 

ōǊƻŀŘŎŀǎǘǎΣ aŀŘǳǊƻ ǊŜŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ǘƘǊŜŀǘŜƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ άǊŀŘƛŎŀƭƛȊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǾƻƭǳǘƛƻƴέ103 and 

ŀŦŦƛǊƳŜŘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎΥ άthe people must go to the streets. This battle has to be won by 

the people; the right-wing group cannot win [the parliamentary elections]; it is forbidden 

ǘƻ ƭƻƻǎŜ όΧύΦ hǳǊ ƘƻƳŜƭŀƴŘ Ƴǳǎǘ ǿƛƴ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇŜǊƛŀƭƛǎƳ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ όΧύέ104. ά{ƘƻǳƭŘ ǘƘŜ 

                                                           
101 La Razón (2015): Maduro radicaliza su discurso y agita la violencia en campaña. 28 November, 2015 
[Online] Available from: http://www.larazon.es/internacional/maduro-radicaliza-su-discurso-y-agita-la-
violencia-en-campana-MD11308949#.Ttt1mxmKOoq1QaI [Accessed 4 May, 2016]. /ŀǊŀŎŀǎΩ !ǊŎƘōƛǎƘƻǇ 
asked the GoV, as well, to stop the threats and the messages asking not to recognize the results -if contrary 
to their interests- and take, therefore, the streets. He also called for peace and asked the GoV to respect the 
Constitution and the law, ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ǎǘŀōƛƭƛǘȅ. El Impulso (2015): Cardenal Jorge 
Urosa Savino: El Presidente de la República no debería incitar a la violencia. 26 November, 2015 [Online] 
Available from: 
http://www.elimpulso.com/noticias/nacionales/cardenal-jorge-urosa-savino-el-presidente-de-la-republica-
no-deberia-incitar-a-la-violencia [Accessed 12 March, 2016] 
102 ¢ƘŜǎŜ ƳŀƴŘŀǘƻǊȅ ōǊƻŀŘŎŀǎǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Dƻ±Ωǎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅΣ ǎƛƴŎe 1999, when 
late President Chávez started taking advantage of them, in order to increase his popularity and even win 
elections. Maduro has opted to use the same strategy, arguing that private media would not broadcast his 
messages; however, various experts and NGOs have denouƴŎŜŘ ǿƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ άŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ 
hŜƎŜƳƻƴȅέΣ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ -directly or indirectly- the GoV has over media in Venezuela. In a 2013 
report, Reporters without Borders ŀŦŦƛǊƳŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŜŘƛŀ ƛƴ ±ŜƴŜȊǳŜƭŀ ǿŀǎ άŀƭƳƻǎǘ ǘƻtally under the control of 
the government, its mandatory advertisements and its cadenasέ. As at 2014, the GoV owned 13 TV stations 
and 11 radio stations. Such figures did not include the sale of Globovisión, a TV station known for its critical 
news against the GoV and Cadena Capriles, which regroups different written press media. Reuters (2016): 
Presidente de Venezuela acumula más de 500 horas en transmisiones por televisión: grupo. 26 January, 2016 
[Online] Available from: 
http://lta.reuters.com/article/entertainmentNews/idLTAKCN0V42HD [Accessed 13 March, 2016]. Prodavinci 
(2014): Medios de Comunicación Social en Venezuela. Notas sobre el nuevo régimen comunicativo; por 
Marcelino Bisbal. 4 June, 2014 [Online] Available from: http://prodavinci.com/2014/06/04/vivir/medios-de-
comunicacion-social-en-venezuela-notas-sobre-el-nuevo-regimen-comunicativo-por-marcelino-bisbal/ 
[Accessed 13 March, 2016].  Reporters without Borders (2013): wŀǇǇƻǊǘ ŀƴƴǳŜƭ нлмо ǎǳǊ ƭΩŞǘŀǘ ŘŜ ƭŀ ƭƛōŜǊǘŞ 
de la presse dans le monde [Online] Available from: https://rsf.org/index2014/en-americas.php# 
103 Súmate: Entorno Nacional. Miércoles, 2 de diciembre de 2015. 2 December, 2015 [Online] Available from: 
http://entornos.sumate.org/?p=7797 [Accessed 13 March, 2016]. 
104 Government of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela (2015): Presidente Maduro a la militancia 
bolivariana: ¡Que nadie se confunda, que nadie se duerma en sus laureles! 24 November, 2015 [Online] 
Available from: 
 http://www.presidencia.gob.ve/Site/Web/Principal/paginas/classMostrarEvento1.php?id_evento=13616 
[Accessed 13 March, 2016]. 
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right-wƛƴƎ ƎǊƻǳǇ ǘŀƪŜ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ !ǎǎŜƳōƭȅ όΧύ L ǿƻǳƭŘ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŜŜǘǎ ǘƻ ŦƛƎƘǘ 

with the peopleέ105. 

During the parliamentary election campaign, opposition candidates at the time 

denounced that videos were they appeared and were mandatory broadcast on national 

television, were manipulated in order to affect their image, distort their messages and 

therefore try to charge them with inexistent crimes106. Opposition leaders also denounced 

that the National Electoral Council (Consejo Nacional Electoral (CNE)) did not fulfill their 

obligations in terms of ǎǘƻǇǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Dƻ±Ωǎ ƳŜŘƛŀ ŀōǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ applying the relevant 

sanctions against their messages inciting violence107. 

¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜΣ ǘƘŜ Dƻ±Ωǎ ǾŜǊōŀƭ ǘƘǊŜŀǘǎ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ƭŜŘ ǘƻ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ 

dissidents -especially those involved in the opposition campaign for the parliament- and 

resulted in the death of Luis Manuel Díaz, a member of Acción Democrática (AD) -an 

opposition party, member of MUD. Díaz was murdered while he was on a stage with Lilian 

Tintori -[ŜƻǇƻƭŘƻ [ƻǇŜȊΩǎ ǿƛŦŜ- during an opposition campaign activity, on 25 November, 

нлмрΦ !5Ωǎ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ -Henry Ramƻǎ !ƭƭǳǇΣ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ !ǎǎŜƳōƭȅΩǎ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ- 

denounced Díaz had been shot in the head by people involved with PSUV108, and assured 

having the relevant evidence that would connect the GoV with this crime109. 

¢ƘŜ Řŀȅ ōŜŦƻǊŜ 5ƝŀȊΩǎ ƳǳǊŘŜǊΣ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ǿŜŜƪƭȅ ǇǊƻƎǊam, mandatory broadcast on national 

television, President Maduro threatened the political opposition by stating that: ά¸ƻǳΣ 

right-wing oligarchs, start praying, because the Revolution will triumph on December 6. 

Pray now so there will be peace and tranquility. Otherwise, we will go to the streets, and 

there, we are Ψcandanga con burundangaΩ [a local expression used to define an aggressive 

                                                           
105 El Clarín (2015): La oposición les pide a los militares que controlen las elecciones del domingo. 1 
December, 2015 [Online] Available from: 
 http://www.clarin.com/mundo/Venezuela-elecciones-golpe_de_Estado-militares-Nicolas_Maduro-
Vladimir_Padrino_Lopez-MUD_0_1477652693.html [Accessed 13 March, 2016]. 
106 For instance, candidate Tomás Guanipa -who was later elected as deputy- submitted a lawsuit for 
slanders. La Razón (2015): Maduro radicaliza su discurso y agita la violencia en campaña. 28 November, 
2015 [Online] Available from: http://www.larazon.es/internacional/maduro-radicaliza-su-discurso-y-agita-la-
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107 La Razón (2015): Maduro radicaliza su discurso y agita la violencia en campaña. 28 November, 2015 
[Online] Available from: http://www.larazon.es/internacional/maduro-radicaliza-su-discurso-y-agita-la-
violencia-en-campana-MD11308949#.Ttt1mxmKOoq1QaI [Accessed 4 May, 2016]. 
108 El Nacional (2015): ¿Quién era Luis Manuel Díaz?, candidato de AD asesinado. 26 November, 2015 
[Online] Available from: 
 http://www.el -nacional.com/politica/Luis-Manuel-Diaz-AD-asesinado_0_745725605.html [Accessed 4 May, 
2016].  
109 La Razón (2015): Maduro radicaliza su discurso y agita la violencia en campaña. 28 November, 2015 
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or dangerous attitude]. We, the revolutionaries, are better when we are calm, the way we 

ŀǊŜ ƴƻǿ όΧύέ110. 

¦b!{¦wΩǎ 9ƭŜŎǘƻǊal Mission in Venezuela issued a statement regarding this incident and 

called upon the national authorities in order for them to carry out an exhaustive 

investigation111.  

/Φ ¢ƘŜ Dƻ±Ωǎ ƻōǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ !ǎǎŜƳōƭȅ 

The final results of the parliamentary election were widely favorable for MUD, reaching 

112 members out of 167112. Nevertheless, the Supreme Tribunal (Tribunal Supremo de 

Justicia (TSJ)) admitted a challenge request filed by the GoV, against three deputies, in an 

attempt to block the Natioƴŀƭ !ǎǎŜƳōƭȅΩǎ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ -denounced by MUD as 

ŀ άƧǳŘƛŎƛŀƭ ŎƻǳǇέ- evidencing that TSJ is under the de facto control of the Presidency and 

follows its agenda. On late December, TSJ admitted seven appeals filed by the GoV -after 

suspending their usual judicial holiday for this purpose113- and issued a precautionary 

measure in order to suspend the proclamation of the three opposition deputies 

corresponding to Amazonas state. The alleged purpose, as denounced by MUD members, 

was breaking the absolute majority the political opposition reached after the 

parliamentary election114. Additionally, the aforementioned political prisoners who were 

                                                           
110 La Razón (2015): Maduro radicaliza su discurso y agita la violencia en campaña. 28 November, 2015 
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113La Patilla (2015): Sala Electoral suspende vacaciones y recibe recursos del Psuv contra resultados del 6D. 
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114El País (2016): La oposición de Venezuela desafía el intento de golpe encubierto de Maduro. 1 January, 
2016 [Online] Available from: 
 http://internacional.elpais.com/internacional/2016/01/01/actualidad/1451682457_350312.html [Accessed 
15 April, 2016]. Should TSJ decide in favor of such appeals, new elections could take place in the relevant 
circumscription. Since the new National Assembly was installed in January 6, the Amazonas state has not 
been represented by any congressman due to the suspension ordered by TSJ and, as it has been denounced 
by some opposition representatives, major issues concerning this state have not been addressed in the 
Assembly due to the lack of representation. According to deputy Mauligmer Baloa, this is seriously damaging 
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(2016): Amazonas reclama sus diputados: La entidad no tiene voz en la AN mientras sufre por graves 
problemas. 31 March, 2016 [Online] Available from: 
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elected as substitute deputies -Rosmit Mantilla, Renzo Pietro and Gilberto Sojo- remain 

imprisoned after their election, in spite of their parliamentary immunity.  

¢ƘŜ Řŀȅ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴΣ aŀŘǳǊƻ ŀŦŦƛǊƳŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ άcomplex situations will 

come with the counterrevolution triumph in the National Assemblyέ115. A few days 

afterwards, in a display of manipulation and punishment against the people who did not 

ǾƻǘŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Dƻ±Ωǎ ŎŀƴŘƛŘŀǘŜǎΣ aŀŘǳǊƻ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǿŀƴǘŜd to build 500 thousand 

houses in 2016, ōǳǘ άnow I am hesitating, not because I cannot build them, but because I 

asked for your support [to the people, in the parliamentary election] and you did not give it 

ǘƻ ƳŜέ116. IŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŀǎƪŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜǊǎ ǘƻ ŀŎǘ ŀǎ ŀ άǊŜōŜƭ ǇŜƻǇƭŜέ, and then warned that 

άǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘƛǎΤ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ and we will not 

allow the right-wing group to consolidate their Ψelectoral coupΩέ117. Continuing with his 

threats policy, Maduro even ordered PSUVΩǎ just elected deputies to look for the almost 2 

Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ άǊŜǾƻƭǳǘƛƻƴŀǊƛŜǎέ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ǾƻǘŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳ118.  

A few minutes after Maduro called again for rebellion119 -a month after the parliamentary 

election was held- members of pro-government armed paramilitaries were reported to 

regroup in front of the National Assembly headquarters, where the new members of the 

Assembly were gathering, showing an intimidating and threatening attitude120. 

                                                                                                                                                                                 
http://www.lapatilla.com/site/2016/03/31/amazonas-reclama-sus-diputados-la-entidad-no-tiene-voz-en-la-
an-mientras-sufre-por-graves-problemas/ [Accessed 18 April, 2016]. 
115 La Nación (2015): Venezuela: diferencias entre el Consejo Electoral y la MUD por el número de bancas. 8 
December, 2015 [Online] Available from: http://www.lanacion.com.ar/1852383-el-triunfo-de-la-oposicion-
en-venezuela-obtuvo-al-menos-110-escanos-en-la-asamblea-nacional [Accessed 13 April, 2016]. 
116 Diario Tal Cual (2015): Así fue como Maduro amenazó con no construir más viviendas por resultados del 
6-D. 11 December, 2015 [Online] Available from: 
 http://www.talcualdigital.com/Nota/121319/asi-fue-como-maduro-amenazo-con-no-construir-mas-
viviendas-por-resultados-del-6d [Accessed 15 April, 2016]. 
117Diario Tal Cual (2015): Maduro: No crean que esto se va a quedar así. 15 December, 2015 [Online] 
Available from: 
 http://www.talcualdigital.com/Nota/121440/maduro-no-crean-que-esto-se-va-a-quedar-
asi?platform=hootsuite [Accessed 15 April, 2016]. 
118 Diario Tal Cual (2015): Maduro ordenó buscar los dos millones de oficialistas que no votaron el 6D. 22 
December, 2015 [Online] Available from: 
http://www.talcualdigital.com/Nota/121664/maduro-ordeno-buscar-los-dos-millones-de-oficialistas-que-
no-votaron-el-6d [Accessed 15 April, 2016]. 
119 BBC Mundo (2016): La polémica retirada de los retratos de Hugo Chávez de la Asamblea Nacional de 
Venezuela. 7 January, 2016 [Online] Available from: 
http:/ /www.bbc.com/mundo/noticias/2016/01/160106_venezuela_asamblea_retratos_hugo_chavez_pole
mica [Accessed 15 April, 2016]. 
120 La Patilla (2016): Reportan tensa situación en alrededores de la AN mientras Maduro nombra a nuevo 
Gabinete. 6 January, 2016 [Online] Available from: 
 http://www.lapatilla.com/site/2016/01/06/reportan-tensa-situacion-en-alrededores-de-la-an-mientras-
maduro-nombra-a-nuevo-gabinete-fotos/ [Accessed 15 April, 2016]. 
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5ǳǊƛƴƎ t{¦±Ωǎ ǘƘƛǊŘ ŎƻƴƎǊŜǎǎΣ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ ƻƴ WŀƴǳŀǊȅΣ aŀŘǳǊƻ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ŀƎŀƛƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ άǊŜōŜƭƭƛƻƴέ 

against the National Assembly, after a law granting ownership over houses given in social 

programs was approved121. Maduro told their followers to go to the streets and take 

ǊŜōŜƭƭƛƻƴ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ άōƻǳǊƎŜƻƛǎƛŜέ122. 

[ŜŘ ōȅ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ aŀŘǳǊƻ ŀƴŘ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ !ǎǎŜƳōƭȅΩǎ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ -Diosdado Cabello- 

the GoV has then followed the steps to incapacitate and refuse the work of the 

democratically elected National Assembly, by trying to create a parallel Assembly -Cabello 

created the National Communal Parliament, not contemplated in the Venezuelan 

Constitution but in the Commune Act123- and ordering TSJ to examine the laws passed by 

the new National Assembly.  

This situation has been considered by constitutional experts as a sort of self-coup -a coup 

against the Constitution and against the popular will expressed by the majority of the 

Venezuelan electors124- given that the GoV would be aiming to undermine the new 

National Assembly and block all the ways to allow its running.  

Experts also consider this self-coup has been continued through the Presidency de facto 

control over the Judiciary. A few days after the parliamentary election took place, the 

outgoing National Assembly, led by its former President -Diosdado Cabello- convened four 

extraordinary meetings, in order to appoint the 13 new judges -and 21 acting judges- that 

would replace the recently retired judges. Former TSJ judges have affirmed this was a new 

outrage against the Constitution and that the postulation process should be repeated in 

order to respect democracy and the independence of the Judiciary. Their main concern 

was ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ōƭƻŎƪƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƴŜǳǘǊŀƭƛȊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ !ǎǎŜƳōƭȅΩǎ work 

                                                           
121 La Patilla (2016):  
En más de dos horas de transmisión, Maduro no mencionó medidas contra la crisis. 29 January, 2016 
[Online] Available from: http://www.lapatilla.com/site/2016/01/29/en-mas-de-una-hora-de-transmision-
maduro-no-ha-mencionado-medidas-contra-la-crisis/ [Accessed 15 April, 2016]. 
122 La Patilla (2016): ¦ƴ aŀŘǳǊƻ άŘŜǎŜǎǇŜǊŀŘƻέ ǇƛŘŜ άǊŜōŜƭƛƽƴέ ŎƻƴǘǊŀ ƭŀ !b ǇƻǊ [Ŝȅ ŘŜ ǘƝǘǳƭƻǎ ŘŜ ǾƛǾƛŜƴŘŀǎ. 
29 January, 2016 [Online] Available from: http://www.lapatilla.com/site/2016/01/29/un-maduro-
desesperado-pide-rebelion-contra-la-an-por-ley-de-titulos-de-viviendas/ [Accessed 15 April, 2016]. 
123 The content of this Act was rejected by Venezuelans in a referendum; however, late President Chávez 
enacted it later through an enabling law (ley habilitante) that had been granted by the former National 
Assembly. El Nuevo Herald (2015): Maduro juega al caos inconstitucional tras derrota electoral. 21 
December, 2015 [Online] Available from: http://www.elnuevoherald.com/noticias/mundo/america-
latina/venezuela-es/article50976535.html [Accessed 15 April, 2016]. 
124 According to Constitutional Lawyer Allan Brewer-/ŀǊƝŀǎ άŀ ŎƻǳǇ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊƛƭȅ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ŀ 
government but alsƻ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴέΦ ¦b ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ŀƳōŀǎǎŀŘƻǊ 5ƛŜƎƻ !ǊǊƛŀ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊǎ ǘƘŜ Dƻ± άƛǎ 
denying, to almost the 70% of the Venezuelans, their will expressed in the electionsέΦ El Nuevo Herald 
(2015): Maduro juega al caos inconstitucional tras derrota electoral. 21 December, 2015 [Online] Available 
from: http://www.elnuevoherald.com/noticias/mundo/america-latina/venezuela-es/article50976535.html 
[Accessed 15 April, 2016]. 
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through the Judiciary, and the evident partiality of the judges proposed by the outgoing 

National Assembly, due to their loyalty to the GoV125.   

D. The Supreme Tribunal as a political instrument of the GoV 

During its first 100 days, the National Assembly passed five laws of which three -including 

the Amnesty and National Reconciliation Bill, which would allow the political prisoners to 

be released, and the TSJ Reformation Law- were called unconstitutional and two were 

dismissed by the Presidency. MUD deputies have admitted being victim of harassment by 

the Executive and the Judiciary, and consider their interference and obstruction has 

affected their work126. 

Since the installation of the National Assembly, TSJ has passed five decisions favorable to 

the Gƻ±Σ ƻōǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ !ǎǎŜƳōƭȅΩǎ ǿƻǊƪΣ ŀōƻǳǘΥ όƛύ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǎǇŜƴǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ 

!ƳŀȊƻƴŀǎ ŘŜǇǳǘƛŜǎΣ ōƭƻŎƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŀōǎƻƭǳǘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅΤ όƛƛύ ǘƘŜ ǾŀƭƛŘƛǘȅ 

ŘŜŎƭŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ ŘŜŎǊŜŜ ƛǎǎǳŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ Dƻ± ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ άŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ŜƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅέΣ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ 

rejected by the National Assembly, by virtue of their constitutional power; (iii) the 

ƭƛƳƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ !ǎǎŜƳōƭȅΩǎ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ 

{ǘŀǘŜ ōǊŀƴŎƘŜǎΤ όƛǾύ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƳƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ !ǎǎŜƳōƭȅΩǎ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ 

control over the appointment of ¢{WΩǎ ƧǳŘƎŜǎ -which would let the 13 judges irregularly 

appointed by the outgoing Assembly remain at TSJ- and, (v) the declaration of 

unconstitutionality of the Amnesty and National Reconciliation Bill127. TSJ is currently 

studyiƴƎ ǘƘŜ άƭŜǾŜƭ ƻŦ Ŏƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴŀƭƛǘȅέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ CƻƻŘ ±ƻǳŎƘŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ tŜƴǎƛƻƴŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ wŜǘƛǊŜŜǎ 

Law128. It is evident that through these actions, TSJ is being used by the GoV as a tool for 

blocking any decision made by the National Assembly complying with their constitutional 

power, and please the GoV to accomplish its agenda. This blocking from an institution 

loyal to the Presidency, against a democratically elected and independent branch of the 

                                                           
125 El Nuevo Herald (2015): Maduro juega al caos inconstitucional tras derrota electoral. 21 December, 2015 
[Online] Available from: http://www.elnuevoherald.com/noticias/mundo/america-latina/venezuela-
es/article50976535.html [Accessed 15 April, 2016]. 
126 Efecto Cocuyo (2016): En los primeros 100 días la AN aprobó cinco leyes, negadas luego por Maduro y el 
TSJ. 14 April, 2016 [Online] Available from: http://www.efectococuyo.com/efecto-cocuyo/politikom/en-los-
primeros-100-dias-la-an-aprobo-cinco-leyes-negadas-por-el-tsj [Accessed 29 April, 2016].  
127 El Tiempo (2016): Cinco fallos del Tribunal Supremo que protegen a Maduro en Venezuela. 13 April, 2016 
[Online] Available from: http://www.eltiempo.com/mundo/latinoamerica/fallos-del-tribunal-supremo-que-
protegen-a-maduro-en-venezuela/16562405 [Accessed 18 April, 2016]. 
128 El Nacional (2016): TSJ evalúa constitucionalidad de Ley de Cestaticket para Pensionados y Jubilados. 22 
April, 2016 [Online] Available from: http://www.el -nacional.com/politica/TSJ-Ley-Cestaticket-Pensionados-
Jubilados_0_834516742.html [Accessed 29 April, 2016]. 
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State will continue in the future, against any single decision made by the National 

!ǎǎŜƳōƭȅΣ ŀǎ ƭƻƴƎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ Dƻ±Ωǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ129. 

Recently, the President of the National Assembly -Henry Ramos Allup- denounced that TSJ 

ƛǎ ƴƻǿ ŘŜŎƭŀǊƛƴƎ ōƛƭƭǎΩ ǳƴŎƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴŀƭƛǘȅ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǿŀƛǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ōŜ ǊŜŀŘȅ ŦƻǊ ŘŜōŀǘŜ 

-referring to a bill the Assembly was preparing in order to carry out an eventual 

amendment of the Constitution, and that was approved during its first debate, but was 

called unconstitutional by TSJ, without completing its definitive draft130. 

On April нлмсΣ ¢{WΩǎ Constitutional Chamber imposed seven new limitations to the 

National Assembly, in order to continue reducing its power -an evident plan they have 

been executing since the installation of the Assembly: (i) the Assembly is obliged to 

consult its projects witƘ ǘƘŜ άtƻǇǳƭŀǊ tƻǿŜǊέ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ άǎǘǊŜŜǘ ǇŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘŀǊƛǎƳέ -the 

consultation procedure set forth in the Venezuelan Constitution does not mention neither 

the popular power nor the street parliamentarism; (ii) the term applied to the public 

consultation of laws shall be at least 20 days, which could be prorogated at the Popular 

Power request. This would allow them to control the duration of the public consultation; 

(iii) the National Assembly will not be able to carry out their sessions without a previous 

48-hour ŎŀƭƭΤ όƛǾύ ŜŀŎƘ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴΩǎ ŀƎŜƴŘŀ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ƳƻŘƛŦƛŜŘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŀŦŦŜŎǘǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƭŜȄƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ 

ǘƘŜ !ǎǎŜƳōƭȅΩǎ ŘŜōŀǘŜǎΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅΣ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǳǊƎŜƴǘ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ŀǊƛǎƛƴƎ ǳƴŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘƭȅΤ όǾύ ǘƘŜ 

Assembly can no longer postpone the agenda for another session, improperly limiting the 

parliamentary debate; (vi) the Constitutional Chamber temporarily eliminated the time 

limit deputies have for their speeches, which will certainly affect the development of 

debates, should the deputies have unlimited speech time frames; and, (vii) an economic 

project shall be made for each bill in order for it to be approved by the Executive, should it 

ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ƛǘ ƛǎ άŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǾƛŀōƭŜέ -a control which is not contained in the Constitution131. 

According to the opinion of constitutional scholars, these limitations are not established in 

the Constitution and cannot be considered rational since they have two basic intentions: 

ƘƛƴŘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŘŜƭŀȅ ǘƘŜ ŘŜōŀǘŜǎΩ ƴƻǊƳŀƭ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ -the most serious- create a sort of 

veto for the Executive over every bill132 -ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǘƘŜ 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ŀ ōƛƭƭΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ 

                                                           
129 Since 2005, when the GoV took control over TSJ, 45.474 decisions had been passed; however, in any of 
them has TSJ decided against the GoV.  
130 El Nacional (2016):  Ramos Allup sobre sentencia del TSJ: Sinvergüenzas ya ni esperan aprobación leyes. 
25 April, 2016 [Online] Available from:  http://www.el -nacional.com/politica/Ramos-Allup-TSJ-
Sinverguenzas-aprobacion_0_836316506.html [Accessed 29 April, 2016]. 
131 Provadinci (2016): Éstas son las 7 nuevas limitaciones que impuso el TSJ a la AN; por José Ignacio 
Hernández. 23 April, 2016 [Online] Available from:   
http://prodavinci.com/blogs/estas-son-las-7-nuevas-limitaciones-que-impuso-el-tsj-a-la-an-por-jose-ignacio-
hernandez2/ [Accessed 29 April, 2016]. 
132 Provadinci (2016): Éstas son las 7 nuevas limitaciones que impuso el TSJ a la AN; por José Ignacio 
Hernández. 23 April, 2016 [Online] Available from:   
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unviability, the National Assembly will not be able to pass it, impeding the fulfillment of 

ǘƘŜ !ǎǎŜƳōƭȅΩǎ Ƴŀƛƴ ƻōƭƛƎŀǘƛƻƴΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ƴŜǿ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜǎΩ Ǿƛƻƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

power separation prinŎƛǇƭŜΣ ŜƴǎƘǊƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ¢{WΩǎ ǎȅǎǘŜƳŀǘƛŎ 

interference over the National Assembly. 

 

{ŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊǎΣ bDhǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ŎǊƛǘƛŎƛȊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ¢{WΩǎ 

lack of autonomy and independence, and how its behavior is aƭƛƎƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴŎȅΩǎ 

agenda, acting as its political tool. They have also highlighted and issued reports on its 

structure and functioning, all of which was described in detail in The Request. Members of 

Un Estado de Derecho (A Rule of Law) -a local NGO that carries out studies on the 

Venezuelan Judiciary- ƘŀǾŜ ǿŀǊƴŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜΣ ¢{W ŀŎǘǎ άƭƛƪŜ ŀ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅέ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ 

ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǊ ƛǎ ŀ άŎǊǳŘŜ ƎŜƴǳŦƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ ōǊŀƴŎƘ όΧύέ133. They have also 

warned that after a study made over 55 decisions passed by TSJ, a pattern was repeated:  

the GoV makes an announcement and, after a few weeks, TSJ provides the relevant 

juridical basis, while declining the rejections based on unconstitutional or illegality 

grounds. These cases were directly linked to fundamental issues such as democratic 

principles, independence of the Judiciary, freedom of association and social rights, 

political participation and suffrage, private property and freedom of expression134.  

 

In a research carried out by Un Estado de Derecho, while the National Assembly majority 

belonged to PSUV -until early December 2015-, the NGO could not find any sentence 

annulling laws passed by it or any kind of blocking against their decisions and agreements 

-including those used for stigmatizing, persecuting or justifying violations against 

ŘƛǎǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǊƛƎƘǘǎΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƛƴ ƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ ŦƻǳǊ ƳƻƴǘƘǎΣ ¢{W Ƙŀǎ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ŦƛǾŜ ǎŜƴǘŜƴŎŜǎ 

against the decisions ƳŀŘŜ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ !ǎǎŜƳōƭȅΩǎ ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅΣ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ 

ŎƻƴǘǊŀǊȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Dƻ±Ωǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘǎΦ This is particularly concerning considering TSJ is the 

ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ŎƻƴŦƭƛŎǘ ŀǊōƛǘǊŀǘƻǊΤ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜΣ ŀƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴŎȅ ƛƴǘǊƻƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ 

decisions -a public situation- undermines its credibility and confidence, and affects the 

ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ƭŜƎŀƭ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴǘȅΦ {ŜǾŜǊŀƭ reports issued by the Inter-American Commission on 

                                                                                                                                                                                 
http://prodavinci.com/blogs/estas-son-las-7-nuevas-limitaciones-que-impuso-el-tsj-a-la-an-por-jose-ignacio-
hernandez2/ [Accessed 29 April, 2016]. 
133 El Nacional (2016): El TSJ no se ha opuesto a la voluntad del Ejecutivo. 18 January, 2016 [Online] Available 
from: http://www.el -nacional.com/politica/TSJ-opuesto-voluntad-Ejecutivo_0_776922374.html [Accessed 
18 April, 2016].  
134 Other questionable sentences passed by TSJ have been: the one that declared inadmissible the challenge 
against the presidential elections in 2013 -narrowly won by Nicolás Maduro after serious irregularities were 
denounced-; the suƳƳŀǊȅ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŘƛǎǉǳŀƭƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎΤ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƻƪŜ ŀǿŀȅ ǇƻǿŜǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ǎǘŀǘŜǎΤ 
those who have appointed the provisional judges and those passed against the freedom of speech. El 
Nacional (2016): El TSJ no se ha opuesto a la voluntad del Ejecutivo. 18 January, 2016 [Online] Available 
from: http://www.el -nacional.com/politica/TSJ-opuesto-voluntad-Ejecutivo_0_776922374.html [Accessed 
18 April, 2016]. 
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Human Rights have questioned such political intromission and how it affects the 

democratic system, stating that άǘƘŜ ŜȄƛǎǘŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŀƴ ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ WǳŘƛŎƛŀǊȅ ƛǎ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭ ǘƻ 

make possible other State brancheǎΩ Ŏƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƻǾŜǊǎƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ 

ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜέ135. 

 

E. The Amnesty and National Reconciliation Law 

 

One of the proposals of the candidates to deputies of the National Assembly, prior to the 

parliamentary elections of December 2015, was to approve the Amnesty Law to free 

immediately the political prisoners that are arbitrarily arrested. On 6 December, 2015, the 

Venezuelan opposition obtained 112 of the 167 representatives. This means that by 

winning two thirds of the seats, the opposition was perfectly empowered, under the 

Venezuelan Constitution, to approve in the short run and without greater setbacks an 

Amnesty Law with the purpose of freeing the political prisoners136.   

 

In the Venezuelan body of law, the amnesty is a power of the National Assembly that 

ŀƭƭƻǿǎ ƛǘ ǘƻ άǾŀƴƛǎƘέ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƛƳŜΦ Lƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƻǊŘǎΣ ōȅ ƳŜŀƴǎ ƻŦ ŀ ƭŀǿΣ ƭŜƎŀƭƭȅ ǘȅǇƛŦƛŜŘ ŎǊƛƳŜǎ 

ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜǊŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŘ ƻǊ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŘ ŀǊŜ άŦƻǊƎƻǘǘŜƴέ137. 

bŜǾŜǊǘƘŜƭŜǎǎΣ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŦŜŀǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ǇŀǊǘȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 

parliamentary elections, a campaign was begun by Dƻ±Ωǎ high level officials, in order to 

block and impede the approval of said law. 

In this vein, it is important to mention that after the defeat suffered at 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нлмрΩǎ 

parliamentary election, President Maduro reacted aggressively lashing out not only 

against the elected assembly deputies but also against the very militants of his party 

(PSUV). In this regard, Maduro visited Chavez's mausoleum, in the 23 de Enero hillside 

slum, where the government suffered a shock loss in the parliamentary election's vote. 

Accompanied by members of ƘƛƎƘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ Dƻ±Ωǎ military command, he accused his 

opponents of sowing discrimination and class hatred, cautioning workers who voted for 

the opposition that they would regret their decision to abandon support for the 

                                                           
135 Comisión Interamericana de Derechos Humanos (2009): Country Report: Venezuela [Online] Available 
from: https://www.cidh.oas.org/countryrep/Venezuela2009sp/VE09CAPIIISP.htm [Accessed 19 April, 2016]. 
136 Pursuant to paragraph 5 of Article 186 of the Venezuelan Constitution, the National Assembly may 
άŘŜŎǊŜŜ ŀƳƴŜǎǘƛŜǎέΦ IŜǊŜΣ άŘŜŎǊŜŜέ ƛǎ ǳǎŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ǎȅƴƻƴȅƳ ŦƻǊ άǇǊƻƳǳƭƎŀǘŜέΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǿƘȅ ŀƳƴŜǎǘȅ ƛǎ 
promulgated by the Assembly through a law, as reiterated in Article 74 of the Constitution. 
137 Prodavinci (2015): ¿Puede el Presidente impedir la aplicación de una Ley de Amnistía? 9 December, 2015 
[Online] Available from: http://prodavinci.com/blogs/venezuela-puede-el-presidente-impedir-la-aplicacion-
de-una-ley-de-amnistia-por-jose-ignacio-hernandez [Accessed 20 April, 2016]. 
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government. President aŀŘǳǊƻ ǎŀƛŘΥ άThe bad guys won, like the bad guys always do, 

through lies ŀƴŘ ŦǊŀǳŘ όΧύ Workers of the fatherland, know that you have a president, a 

son ƻŦ /ƘŀǾŜȊΣ ǿƘƻ ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ȅƻǳέ138. Maduro continued with his speech intended to 

criminalize political prisoners in general, as well as the dissidents arbitrarily arrested or 

who are in exile, by pointing out that άL ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ŀŎŎŜǇǘ ŀƴȅ Amnesty Law. They can send 

me a thousand laws, but the murderers of the people must payέ139.  

Another important pro-government leader, who has fervently opposed the Amnesty Law, 

is the former President of the National Assembly, Diosdado Cabello. He is branded for 

openly using his former position as chairman of the Venezuelan parliament to secure the 

appointment ƻŦ ¢{WΩǎ ƧǳŘƎŜǎ attached to him, as previously explained -in violation of the 

Organic Law of the Supreme Court of Justice- with the intention of controlling them and 

giving them direct instructions. 

In this sense, /ŀōŜƭƭƻΣ ǿƘƻ ǊŜŦŜǊǎ ƻǇŜƴƭȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ !ƳƴŜǎǘȅ [ŀǿ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ά[ŀǿ ƻŦ /ǊƛƳƛƴŀƭ 

!ƳƴŜǎƛŀέΣ ŀƳƻƴƎ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀǎǇŜŎǘǎΣ ǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ όŀƳƴŜǎǘȅύ ƭŀǿ άallows the possibility 

of ŀ ŎƻǳǇ ŘΩŞǘŀǘΥ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǇ ŘΩŞǘŀǘΤ ƛǘ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘǎ ŀƴȅ ŘŜŜŘ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŜŘ ōȅ 

the Venezuelan opposition to get rid of President Nicolás Maduro and put an end to the 

Bolivarian Revolutionέ140. 

Likewise, Diosdado Cabello stated: άThe Amnesty Law is a bill promoted by the right-wing 

in Parliament (...); it contemplates freeing from all liability those persons who have 

transgressed human rights, particularly those who called for and executed the violent 

actions of the plan ΨLa SalidaΩ [a pacific and legal protest strategy conceived by Voluntad 

Popular, an opposition political party led by Leopoldo López, which resulted in February 

нлмпΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ ŀƴŘ ƳŀǎǎƛǾŜ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅϐ which left as a result 

the murder of 43 Venezuelans and some 878 injured (...). It is a criminal amnesia law 

because what it proposes is that we should forget everything (...). Also, this legal 

                                                           
138 Daily Mail (2015): Venezuela opposition wins supermajority in National Assembly. December 9, 2015. 

[Online] Available from:  http://www.dailymail.co.uk/wires/ap/article-3351898/Venezuela-opposition-wins-

supermajority-National-Assembly.html [Accessed 20 April, 2016]. 

139 Maduro: No firmaré ninguna Ley de Amnistía. Youtube.  8 December, 2015 [Online] Video available from: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oz3tn2byOM0 [Accessed 20 April, 2016]. 
140 Venezolana de Televisión (2016): Diosdado Cabello: La Ley de Amnistía ampara golpe de Estado al 
gobierno de Nicolás Maduro (+ Video). 16 February, 2016 [Online] Available from:  
http://www.vtv.gob.ve/articulos/2016/02/16/diosdado-cabello-ley-de-amnistia-ampara-golpe-de-estado-al-
gobierno-de-nicolas-maduro-3082.html [Accessed 20 April, 2016]. 
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instrument legitimizes crimes such as terrorism, corruption and drug trafficking. We know 

that each article has become a piece of merchandiseέ141. 

On the other hand, Jorge Rodríguez, member of the so-called High Political Command of 

the Revolution, pointed out that said law does not promote pardon, or reconciliation or 

consultation. He also indicated that it dodges, in a brutal manner, the opinion of relatives 

of fatal victims and of more than 800 persons who were left injured by La Salida, 

summoned by one of the most violent politicians ever known in the recent history of 

Venezuela -referring to Leopoldo López142. 

The Amnesty and National Reconciliation Bill was approved on March 29, 2016 by the 

ǾƻǘŜǎ ƻŦ a¦5Ωǎ National Assembly deputies, with the participation of academics, 

constitutional lawyers and National Assembly deputies. This law was the result of several 

months of work143. 

Once the Amnesty and National Reconciliation Law was approved, President Maduro 

called his sympathizers to march to TSJ with the intention of rejecting the approval of this 

Law. During an intervention in a mandatory joint radio and TV broadcast, Maduro did not 

hide the pressure he exercises over ¢{WΩǎ ƳŀƎƛǎǘǊŀǘŜǎΣ when he affirmed: άI have decided 

to send today, and I ask that you join this march, the legal secretary of the Miraflores 

Palace with this document requesting the Constitutional Chamber to declare the criminal 

Amnesty Law unconstitutional, so that the Supreme Court of Justice [TSJ] fully complies 

with its duties and make the decision (...)144έΦ 

Additionally, Maduro -in a clear threat to the opposing majority in the National Assembly- 

declared that he will evaluate the possibility of shortening the period of the parliament: άL 

will evaluate it with absolute seriousness, I promise the country, and if I see that it 

ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻǎǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǇ ŘΩŞǘŀǘ ƳŜƴǘŀƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇƭƻƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

                                                           
141 Venezolana de Televisión (2016): Diosdado Cabello: La Ley de Amnistía ampara golpe de Estado al 
gobierno de Nicolás Maduro (+ Video). 16 February, 2016 [Online] Available from:  
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pais-video-6759.html [Accessed 21 April, 2016]. 
143 El Universal (2016): La Asamblea Nacional aprobó la Ley de Amnistía y Reconciliación 29 March 2016. 
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AN. 6 April, 2016 [Online] Available from:  http://elperiodicovenezolano.com/terco-maduro-no-firma-la-ley-
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National Assembly, I would activate it myself if the people stand by me. I promise you and I 

commit myselfέ145.  

On 11 April, 2016, ¢{WΩǎ Constitutional Chamber issued Decision number 261 declaring 

unconstitutional the Amnesty and National Reconciliation Bill passed by the National 

Assembly on 29 March, 2016. The decision of the Constitutional Chamber responds to the 

written request made by President Maduro in a brief dated 7 April, 2016. To sustain its 

decision of unconstitutionality of the Amnesty and National Reconciliation Bill, ¢{WΩǎ 

Constitutional Chamber argued: (i) the inexistence of the doctrinal requirements and the 

international order that establish a basis for transitional justice; (ii) the inclusion of 

common crimes, including organized criminality, which have no relationship with political 

crimes; (iii) the violation of the constitutional principles of legality, definition of the crime, 

justice and responsibility in the law-making process; (iv) the inclusion in the amnesty of 

administrative offenses that hurt the defense of public property and the fight against 

corruption, object of international treaties subscribed by the Republic; (v) the violation of 

the constitutional principle of sovereignty; and, (vi) the effects on society and the body of 

law by ignoring the rights of the victims146. 

Immediately after the decision of TSJ was known, the reaction of the international 

community occurred. United Nations Human Rights Office of the High Commissioner 

made a pronouncement on this issue through its spokesperson -Ravina Shamdasani- who 

ǎŀƛŘΥ άWe are very surprised with the ruling yesterday by the Constitutional Chamber of 

±ŜƴŜȊǳŜƭŀΩǎ {ǳǇǊŜƳŜ /ƻǳǊǘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ !ƳƴŜǎǘȅ ŀƴŘ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ wŜŎƻƴŎƛƭƛŀǘƛƻƴ .ƛƭƭΦέ147 

h!{Ω {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ -Luis Almagro- also reacted to this decision of the ¢{WΩǎ 

Constitutional Chamber declaring the Amnesty and National Reconciliation Bill as 

ǳƴŎƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴŀƭΣ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ aŀŘǳǊƻ ǘƻ άƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅέ ǎƛƎƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƭŀǿ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 

opposing majoritȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ±ŜƴŜȊǳŜƭŀƴ tŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘΦ άIt is absolutely necessary, indispensable, 

unpostponable to liberate the political prisoners in Venezuela. Thus, the request to Maduro 

is to sign the bill, to make it effective immediately and to liberate the prisoners (...). We 
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AN. 6 April, 2016 [Online] Available from:  http://elperiodicovenezolano.com/terco-maduro-no-firma-la-ley-
amnistia-lanza-amenaza-la-an/ [Accessed 21 April, 2016]. 
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consider such law an essential instrument; we wish it would have not been necessary, that 

there were no political prisoners ƛƴ ±ŜƴŜȊǳŜƭŀέ148. 

hƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇŜŀƭ ƻŦ h!{Ω Secretary General to President Maduro to sign the Amnesty Bill 

was made, the reaction of representatives of the Venezuelan government immediately 

cameΦ ±ŜƴŜȊǳŜƭŀΩǎ tŜǊƳŀƴŜƴǘ wŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜ ǘƻ ǘhis international organization -Bernardo 

Álvarez- refuted it stating that άLǘ ƛǎ ƛƴǘƻƭŜǊŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǊŘƭȅ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 

Secretary General to continue with his interventionist attitude, disrespecting the 

sovereignty of the States and his capacity as international officialέ149. For her part, the 

Minister of Foreign Affairs, Delcy Rodríguez, added via Twitter: ά²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ 

request an inquiry for deviation of his functions as Secretary General of the OAS, against 

Venezuela. There will be consequencesέ150.   

By rejecting this law, President Maduro has denied any hope for peace and reconciliation 

ƛƴ ±ŜƴŜȊǳŜƭŀΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ŎƭŜŀǊ ƘŜ ǎŜŜǎ ƴƻ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ Ƙƛǎ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ŘŜƳƻŎǊŀǘƛŎ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴǎΦ 

As Venezuela falls deeper into its humanitarian and economic crisis, President Maduro is 

expected ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ŘƛǎǊŜƎŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƻƴƻƳȅ ƻŦ ±ŜƴŜȊǳŜƭŀΩǎ political branches, in 

order to retain power151. 

By declaring the unconstitutionality of the Amnesty and National Reconciliation Bill, the 

possibility of obtaining the freedom of 85 political prisoners moves away. 31 of them are 

arbitrarily arrested for exercising their right to protest during the demonstrations that 

have taken place in the country, since February 2014152. An important number of political 

prisoners have been arbitrarily arrested for more than two years, in many cases without 

having been presented before a court. A significant number of them have also been 

tortured, as it is the case of Leopoldo López, Gerardo Carrero, Raúl Baduel, Alexander 
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Tirado, Rosmit Mantilla, Lorent Saleh, Gabriel Vallés and Juan Miguel de Sousa, among 

others.  

It is important to highlight that the decision of the Constitutional Chamber declaring the 

unconstitutionality of the Amnesty and National Reconciliation Bill was a joint ruling 

subscribed by: The /ƘŀƳōŜǊΩǎ President, Gladys María Gutiérrez Alvarado; the Vice-

president, Arcadio Delgado González, and the magistrates Carmen Zuleta de Merchán, 

Juan José Mendoza Jover, Calixto Ortega Ríos and Luis Fernando Damiani Bustillos. 

F. The OLP deployment: coping with crime while violating the human rights 

of the most vulnerable people  

Venezuela is one of the most violent and dangerous countries in the region, with a rate of 

58 murders per 100,000 inhabitants in 2015, according to official data. However, local 

NGOs such as Observatorio Venezolano de Violencia (the Venezuelan Observatory on 

Violence), have calculated a higher rate: 90 murders per 100,000 inhabitants153. In order 

to face this situation, on July 2015, the GoV implemented a new security plan called 

Operation for ǘƘŜ tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ [ƛōŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ (Operativo de Liberación del Pueblo (OLP)) -one of 

the 24 operations for citizensΩ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ, since the official government took office in 1999.  

OLP is a security model plan conceived by Maduro to face criminality; a joint operation 

ordered by the Vice-Presidency154 and executed by law enforcement agencies -SEBIN, The 

Corps of Scientific, Penal and Criminal Investigations (Cuerpo de Investigaciones 

Científicas, Penales y Criminalística (CICPC)), PNB and state-level police officers- along with 

the Bolivarian National Armed Forces (FANB) -particularly, GNB155- in breach of the 

Venezuelan Constitution, where it is established that state agencies for citizenǎΩ security 

must be formed by civilians. Its purpose is άto break up criminal groups dedicated to 

ŜȄǘƻǊǘƛƻƴΣ ƪƛŘƴŀǇǇƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎǘǳǊōƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ǇŜŀŎŜέ156. The GoV has also given 

political reasonsΣ ǎǘŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ h[t ƛǎ ƛƴǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ άŦǊŜŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅέ ŦǊƻƳ ŀǊƳŜŘ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ 
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ƭƛƴƪŜŘ ǘƻ ά/ƻƭƻƳōƛŀƴ ǇŀǊŀƳƛƭƛǘŀǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǊƛƎƘǘ-ǿƛƴƎ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎƛŀƴǎέ157. Since July 2015, more 

than 135 operations have been carried out158. 

!ǎ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘ ōȅ ½ǳƭƛŀΩǎ {ŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ tǳōƭƛŎ hǊŘŜǊ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ -Biagio Parisi- OLP has three 

ǇƘŀǎŜǎΥ όƛύ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƎƛǾŜ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ŀƎŜƴǘǎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ άŎŀǳǎƛƴƎ 

problems or committing ŎǊƛƳŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅέΤ όƛƛύ h[t ƛǎ ŘŜǇƭƻȅŜŘΣ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ŦŀŎŜ 

ǎǳŎƘ ƛǎǎǳŜǎΤ ŀƴŘΣ όƛƛƛύ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘƛŜǎ άƎǳŀǊŀƴǘŜŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǎƻƭǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳΣ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜǾŜǊ 

ƘŀǇǇŜƴ ŀƎŀƛƴέ159. 

h[tΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǇƘŀǎŜ ǿŀǎ ŎŀǊǊƛŜŘ ƻǳǘ ǎƛƳǳƭǘŀƴŜƻǳǎƭȅ ƛƴ !ǊŀƎǳŀΣ aƛǊŀƴŘŀ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ /ŀǇƛǘŀl 

District. It was afterwards deployed in several other states of the Venezuelan territory160 

and it is currently executed in all the states of the country. According to information 

released by the Minister of Interior, Justice and Peace -Gustavo González López- during 

the first 72 hours of OLP, 245 people were arrested and 17 were άǘŀƪŜƴ Řƻǿƴέ -a term 

commonly used by the GoV, when releasing official information on OLPs, referring to 

people that were killed. Around 3,000 agents participated in the first OLP deployments in 

three states -700 special forces agents in Aragua, 900 GNB agents in Miranda and 1,200 

GNB state in Ciudad Tiuna, in Caracas161.  

The number of agents deployed for these operations, as well as the number of casualties 

and arrested people have increased as OLP raids continue. Two months after the first OLP, 

on September 2015, 450 agents were deployed in Vargas, according to a message 

ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊΩǎ ¢ǿƛǘǘŜǊ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ162. Simultaneously, 410 agents were deployed 

in Santa Rosa de Agua, in Zulia state, where witnesses and victims said house raids and 
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abuses were committed. They also said five men were killed, of which three were 

innocent -whose stories are described below, in Chapter III. Santa Rosa de Agua neighbors 

also denounced 20 people were arrested and taken in a bus; however, on a press 

conference, security officers stated that only two individuals had been arrested. According 

to witnesses, security agents arrived at 1:00 am and blocked the main street and some 

alleys for about six hours. They allegedly broke into houses, offended its residents, 

pointed at them with guns and took valuable items, as well as diapers and milk. Witnesses 

said officers were supposedly after thugs, but what they did during raids was stealing and 

assaulting them163. !ǘ тΥлл ŀƳ ǘƘŀǘ ŘŀȅΣ ½ǳƭƛŀΩǎ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƻǊ -Francisco Arias Cárdenas- 

published a Twitter message in which he justified the OLP deployment, since it would 

ōǊƛƴƎ άǇŜŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀƴǉǳƛƭƛǘȅέ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ164.  

A few days after the implementation of this plan, President Maduro blamed videogames 

and media for promoting violence, and ǎǘŀǘŜŘ h[t ǿƻǳƭŘ ǊŜŀŎƘ άǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ŎƻǊƴŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ 

ǎǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅέΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŜŀŎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŀƴŘ ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ165. 

OLP raids have firmly continued in 2016, throughout the country -as at today, they have 

been deployed in all the states of the country- evidencing such operations are part of a 

state policy carried out by the GoV. On 13 April 2016, the Minister of Interior, Justice and 

Peace -Gustavo González López- confirmed by Twitter that an OLP, in which 350 police 

officers participated, was deployed in Barlovento, Miranda state, with the purpose of 

ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ άŎǊƛƳƛƴŀƭ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǇŀǊŀƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎέΦ IŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǎŀƛŘ that OLP 

deployments would continue along the Venezuelan territoryΣ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ άŎƻƴǎƻƭƛŘŀǘŜ 

ǇŜŀŎŜέ166Φ ¢ƘŜ ƳŜŘƛŀ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ .ŀǊƭƻǾŜƴǘƻΩǎ h[t ǳƴƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ figures, according to which 12 

people were supposedly killed -all of them after alleged άŀǊƳŜŘ ŎƻƴŦǊƻƴǘŀǘƛƻƴǎέ with 

authorities167- and 50 were arrested168. Some other military deployments, similar to OLP, 
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have been carried out before in Miranda. On 6 April 2016, during an operation practiced 

by GNB agents who were looking for the murderers of a retired General, three men died 

after allegedly confronting them. According to national media, they received photographs 

showing the body of a man -one of the alleged casualties- inside a house, in underwear, 

with at least eight gunshots -one of them in the face. There was a gun by his side. Two 

other men were killed in similar circumstances, as described by photographs described by 

the media. A similar operation was deployed on January 2016169, which lasted four days 

and was denounced by neighbors to start as a curfew and terminate as an OLP, though no 

official information was released. According to witnesses, who have been threatened by 

authorities for speaking out about it, around 500 people -including minors- were 

reportedly arrested170. 

A day after, on 14 April 2016, a contingent of 837 agents -formed by military and police 

officers, along with civilians- was deployed in an OLP, in Carabobo state, as informed by 

the Minister of Interior, Justice and Peace -Gustavo González López- by Twitter, aiming at 

άŎƻƴǎƻƭƛŘŀǘŜ ǇŜŀŎŜ ƛƴ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŎƻǊƴŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅέ171. Previous OLPs were carried out in 

Carabobo, according to information given by its Governor -Francisco Ameliach. On March 

2016, five men died after confronting some of the 757 officers that were deployed in 

three municipalities. A similar situation occurred on January 2016, when 566 officers were 

deployed, resulting in the death of three men -ŀŦǘŜǊ άŀǊƳŜŘ ŎƻƴŦǊƻƴǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ with 

authoritiesέ172. 

In Zulia, as reported by the Chief of the WesternΩǎ Strategic Defense Region -Major 

Franklin García Duque- in January 2016 alone, 57 people were killed by ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ 

ŜƴŦƻǊŎŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƎŜƴǘǎΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ ƻŦ ŀ άŦǊƻƴǘŀƭ ǿŀǊ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜŘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ŘŜƭƛƴǉǳŜƴŎȅέΦ IŜ 

affirmed, as well, that according to a weekly άǎŎƛŜƴǘƛŦƛŎ ǎǘǳŘȅέ ǘƘŜȅ ŎŀǊǊȅ ƻǳǘ ƻƴ ŎǊƛƳŜǎΣ 

ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ h[t ƛǎ άǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ŦŀŎŜ ŎǊƛƳƛƴŀƭǎ ŀƴd people acting out of 
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ǘƘŜ ƭŀǿέΦ IŜ ŀŦŦƛǊƳŜŘ that all the operations carried out in the context of OLPs have been 

ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ άǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǇƻǊǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ŦƻǊŎŜέΣ ǎƛƴŎŜ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎΩ Ƙuman rights is a 

άŦǳƴŘŀƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘέ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳ173.  

On 10 May 2016174, a new OLP deployment -ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ōȅ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ aŀŘǳǊƻ ŀǎ h[tΩǎ 

άǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǇƘŀǎŜέ175- took place in slums located in Caracas (Cota 905, El Cementerio, El 

Valle and Coche), in Miranda state (Barolvento and Ocumare del Tuy) and in Vargas state, 

as informed by the Minister of Interior, Justice and Peace176. For this operation, 3,006 

agents from CICPC, SEBIN, GNB and PNB were deployed, reinforced by the use of drones, 

C!b.Ωǎ armored cars, and some other 250 vehicles, 400 motorcycles, 19 ambulances and 

two helicopters177. 

Initial unofficial information released by the press stated that between eight and nine 

people were allegedly killed, after confrontations with agents, and more than 80 people 

were arrested, while the official TV station -Venezolana de Televisión- affirmed that four 

ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ άǘŀƪŜƴ Řƻǿƴέ178. Afterwards, the Minister of Interior, Justice and Peace 

ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŜŘ мΣмом ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿŜǊŜ άƘŜƭŘέ, ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ άǾŜǊƛŦȅ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅέ -of which only 20 
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were arrested for being wanted for the commission of crimes; άniƴŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴǎέ 

occurred with people wanted for crimes related to drugs, and άŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ 

ǘƘŀǘ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿŜŀǇƻƴǎέ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ŀƎŜƴǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ άtaken downέΦ Db.Ωǎ Director of 

Operations -General Sergio Rivero Marcano- subsequently confirmed nine people were 

killed and 80 undocumented people were arrested179.   

The day after this raid was executed, neighbors from the communities where such 

operations were deployed protested in Southwest Caracas, and denounced they had been 

victim of police and military abuse, after their houses were destroyed and its doors were 

forced by masked men beating young people, taking valuable items -including food- and 

accusing them for having certain amount of food in their houses. They also reported that 

SEBIN agents killed two young men, who were posing no threat, and prevented their 

relatives to assisting themΣ ŀǊƎǳƛƴƎ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ άƪƛŘƴŀǇǇŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŎǊƛƳƛƴŀƭǎέ180. 

On April 2016, PROVEA -a renown local Human Rights NGO- and Human Rights Watch 

(HRW) published a detailed report about OLPs, deemed by both organizations as a military 

strategy for fighting crime, consisting on the military occupation of a territory where 

allegedly organized crime groups hide, resulting in the indiscriminate human rights 

violations of community members -±ŜƴŜȊǳŜƭŀΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ǾǳƭƴŜǊŀōƭŜ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ181- on a 

systematic basis. According to these organizations, OLP officers deal with crimes by non-

democratic means, committing abuses and police excess in working-class neighborhoods. 

It has even been estimated to be ŀ άǊŀȊȊƛŀ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜŘ ǘƻ ŎǊƛƳƛƴŀƭƛȊŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǘƛƎƳŀǘƛȊŜ ǇƻƻǊ 

ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎŜŎǘƻǊǎ ƻŦ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅέ182. 

Significant evidences analyzed by PROVEA and HRW indicate that members of security 

forces have committed several and serious abuses through OLPs. Numerous victims and 

witnesses183 -and other sources- interviewed by both organizations have described serious 

human rights violations, including extrajudicial executions, arbitrary detentions and 
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arrests, unlawful evictions, house destructions and massive arbitrary deportations of 

Colombian citizens -often accused of being paramilitary members, without evidence184.  

Pursuant to a monitoring study led by experts from Justicia, Solidaridad y Paz (FUNPAZ) -

an NGO located in Lara state- along with Transparency Venezuela and Universidad 

Centroccidental Lisandro Alvarado, human rights such as freedom of transit -houses and 

people are searched when entering and leaving the neighborhood- were violated since 

OLP's first raid. Some other rights were infringed: access to goods and services, freedom 

of speech and association and, especially, the rights to life, freedom and integrity, all of 

which are enshrined in the Venezuelan Constitution185.  

Experts consider OLP has been possible given: (i) the presence of structural impunity in 

the country -92% of impunity for common crimes and 98% for human rights violations186-; 

(ii) the lack of independence of the Judiciary -ŀŎǘƛƴƎ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Dƻ±Ωǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ 

ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎΩ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘǎΣ ǇǊƻŘǳŎƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜΣ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƳǇǳƴƛǘȅΤ (iii) the militarization of 

security plans; and, (iv) the prisons overcrowding -controlled by groups of violent inmates 

ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ άPRANSέΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ Dƻ±Ωǎ ǘƻƭŜǊŀƴŎŜ-  among others187. 

PROVEA members have denounced OLP has institutionalized ǘƘŜ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊƛŜǎΩ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ŦƻǊŎŜΣ 

who are not prepared -as local and national police corps, in theory, are- to protect 

citizenǎΩ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅΦ The violent abuses security forces have allegedly incurred in, 

during several raids throughout the country -including murder- have been committed 

against the same people requiring their protection. Such use of force would be linked to 

нлмпΩǎ ǊŜǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǳǇǊƛǎƛƴƎ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ƛƴ ¢ƘŜ wŜǉǳŜǎǘ188. 
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de inmigrantes en Venezuela. 4 April, 2016 [Online] Available from: 
https://www.hrw.org/es/report/2016/04/04/poder-sin-limites/redadas-policiales-y-militares-en-
comunidades-populares-y-de [Accessed 23 April, 2016]. 
185 El Impulso (2016): Familias son desplazadas por acciones de la OLP-Lara. 20 May, 2016 [Online] Available 
from: http://www.elimpulso.com/noticias/regionales/familias-son-desplazadas-por-acciones-de-la-olp-lara. 
[Accessed 20 May, 2016].  
186 El Nacional (2016): Provea: Hechos violentos en El Cementerio demuestran el fracaso de OLP. 24 March, 
2016 [Online] Available from: http://www.el -nacional.com/sucesos/Provea-Hechos-Cementerio-
demuestran-OLP_0_817118292.html [Accessed 22 April, 2016]. 
187 PROVEA (2016): 3 preguntas sobre OLP. 7 April, 2016 [Online] Available from: 
http://www.derechos.org.ve/2016/04/07/rafael-uzcategui-3-preguntas-sobre-olp/ [Accessed 22 April, 
2016]. 
188 Human Rights Watch (2016): Poder sin límites: Redadas policiales y militares en comunidades populares y 
de inmigrantes en Venezuela. 4 April, 2016 [Online] Available from: 
https://www.hrw.org/es/report/2016/04/04/poder-sin-limites/redadas-policiales-y-militares-en-
comunidades-populares-y-de [Accessed 23 April, 2016] 

https://www.hrw.org/es/report/2016/04/04/poder-sin-limites/redadas-policiales-y-militares-en-comunidades-populares-y-de
https://www.hrw.org/es/report/2016/04/04/poder-sin-limites/redadas-policiales-y-militares-en-comunidades-populares-y-de
http://www.elimpulso.com/noticias/regionales/familias-son-desplazadas-por-acciones-de-la-olp-lara
http://www.el-nacional.com/sucesos/Provea-Hechos-Cementerio-demuestran-OLP_0_817118292.html
http://www.el-nacional.com/sucesos/Provea-Hechos-Cementerio-demuestran-OLP_0_817118292.html
http://www.derechos.org.ve/2016/04/07/rafael-uzcategui-3-preguntas-sobre-olp/
https://www.hrw.org/es/report/2016/04/04/poder-sin-limites/redadas-policiales-y-militares-en-comunidades-populares-y-de
https://www.hrw.org/es/report/2016/04/04/poder-sin-limites/redadas-policiales-y-militares-en-comunidades-populares-y-de
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!ǎ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ōȅ Iw²Ωǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀǎ -José Miguel Vivancos- there are not 

precedents in Latin America like OLPs, in which civilian and military joint operations 

arbitrarily broke into houses and άŜƭƛƳƛƴŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŜȄƛǎǘŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŀ ǿƘƻƭŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅέ189.  

 

Before and after satellite images. Large areas, where residential neighborhoods once stood, have been 

completely eliminated after OLP raids. Source: HRW 

 

Though the scale of abuses committed by members of security forces are unknown -due 

ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Dƻ±Ωǎ ƭŀŎƪ ƻŦ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŦŜǿ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŀŎŎǳǊŀǘŜ figures and 

details authoritieǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜΣ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǾƛŎǘƛƳǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎŜǎΩ ŦŜŀǊ ǘƻ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǎǳŎƘ ŀōǳǎŜǎ- 

NGOs have documented serious human rights violations -including the violation of the 

right to life, to personal freedom and to housing- committed during OLP raids, based on 

victims anŘ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎŜǎΩ detailed allegations. From such testimonies, gathered by NGOs, the 

following crimes have been allegedly committed:  

                                                           
189 PROVEA: ±ƛǾŀƴŎƻΥ ά9ƴ !ƳŞǊƛŎŀ [ŀǘƛƴŀ ƴƻ ǎŜ ƘŀōƝŀ Ǿƛǎǘƻ ǇǊƻŎŜŘƛƳƛŜƴǘƻǎ ŎƻƳƻ ƭŀ h[tέ. 14 April, 2016 
[Online] Available from: http://www.derechos.org.ve/2016/04/14/vivanco-en-america-latina-no-se-habia-
visto-procedimientos-como-la-olp/ [Accessed 12 May, 2016]. 

http://www.derechos.org.ve/2016/04/14/vivanco-en-america-latina-no-se-habia-visto-procedimientos-como-la-olp/
http://www.derechos.org.ve/2016/04/14/vivanco-en-america-latina-no-se-habia-visto-procedimientos-como-la-olp/


 54 

1. Murder 

 

From July 2015 to February 2016, according to official sources, 245 people have been 

murdered during OLP deployments190, ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ άǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ŀƎŜƴǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ 

ŦƻǊŎŜǎέ participated, as stated by the OGP191. PROVEA and HRW fear executions have 

ōŜŜƴ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ άŎƻƴŦǊƻƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘƛŜǎέ explanation systematically 

offered by the GoV when justifying such murders, given the high disproportion between 

the civilian and the military/police casualties. Public officers have repeatedly stated the 

deaths were produced after confrontations between authorities and armed criminals; 

nevertheless, the research carried out by PROVEA and HRW evidences that at least in 20 

cases, deaths occurred after individuals were already neutralized by authorities, posing no 

threat and/or putting up no resistance. In several of these cases, officers reportedly 

murdered people under their custody and in at least one case, the victim was sleeping in 

his bed. Some of the 245 deaths may have been caused after the legitimate use of 

force192; nevertheless, although official, detailed and accurate figures have not been 

released, these NGOs estimate that three members of security forces allegedly died and 

14 were wounded. TƘŜ ŘƛǎǇŀǊƛǘȅ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ŎƛǾƛƭƛŀƴ ŀƴŘ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊǎΩ ŎŀǎǳŀƭǘƛŜǎ ǎǘǊƻƴƎƭȅ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎ 

the unlawful and disproportionate use of lethal force against the civilian population and 

                                                           
190 Until February 2016, the Minister of Interior Justice and Peace informed that 245 people died during OLP 
raids (of which the states were more casualties were reported were: Carabobo (84), Bolívar (49), the Capital 
District (27), Miranda (13) and Falcón (12). COFAVIC (2016): Informe de seguimiento ante el Comité contra la 
Tortura con motivos de las observaciones finales al tercer y cuarto informe periódicos de fecha 19 de 
noviembre del 2014 sobre la República Bolivariana de Venezuela. February 2016 [Online] Available from:  
http://www.cofavic.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/Informe-de-seguimiento-al-CAT-2016.pdf [Accessed 
10 May, 2016]. Human Rights Watch (2016): Poder sin límites: Redadas policiales y militares en comunidades 
populares y de inmigrantes en Venezuela. 4 April, 2016 [Online] Available from: 
https://www.hrw.org/es/report/2016/04/04/poder-sin-limites/redadas-policiales-y-militares-en-
comunidades-populares-y-de [Accessed 23 April, 2016]. Asamblea Nacional (2016): Informe Anual 2015 
[Online] Available from: http://www.mp.gob.ve/c/document_library/get_file?uuid=010ba734-247c-4da1-
859f-1ae55772d7b5&groupId=10136 [Accessed 23 April, 2016]. 
191 Human Rights Watch (2016): Poder sin límites: Redadas policiales y militares en comunidades populares y 
de inmigrantes en Venezuela. 4 April, 2016 [Online] Available from: 
https://www.hrw.org/es/report/2016/04/04/poder-sin-limites/redadas-policiales-y-militares-en-
comunidades-populares-y-de [Accessed 23 April, 2016].  
192 Carabobo, Bolívar, the Capital District, Miranda and Falcón are the states with more casualties. COFAVIC 
(2016): Informe de seguimiento ante el Comité contra la Tortura con motivos de las observaciones finales al 
tercer y cuarto informe periódicos de fecha 19 de noviembre del 2014 sobre la República Bolivariana de 
Venezuela. February 2016 [Online] Available from:  http://www.cofavic.org/wp-
content/uploads/2016/04/Informe-de-seguimiento-al-CAT-2016.pdf [Accessed 10 May, 2016]. Human 
Rights Watch (2016): Poder sin límites: Redadas policiales y militares en comunidades populares y de 
inmigrantes en Venezuela. 4 April, 2016 [Online] Available from: 
https://www.hrw.org/es/report/2016/04/04/poder-sin-limites/redadas-policiales-y-militares-en-
comunidades-populares-y-de [Accessed 23 April, 2016]. Asamblea Nacional (2016): Informe Anual 2015 
[Online] Available from: http://www.mp.gob.ve/c/document_library/get_file?uuid=010ba734-247c-4da1-
859f-1ae55772d7b5&groupId=10136 [Accessed 23 April, 2016].  

http://www.cofavic.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/Informe-de-seguimiento-al-CAT-2016.pdf
https://www.hrw.org/es/report/2016/04/04/poder-sin-limites/redadas-policiales-y-militares-en-comunidades-populares-y-de
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https://www.hrw.org/es/report/2016/04/04/poder-sin-limites/redadas-policiales-y-militares-en-comunidades-populares-y-de
http://www.mp.gob.ve/c/document_library/get_file?uuid=010ba734-247c-4da1-859f-1ae55772d7b5&groupId=10136
http://www.mp.gob.ve/c/document_library/get_file?uuid=010ba734-247c-4da1-859f-1ae55772d7b5&groupId=10136
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demonstrates how doubtful is ǘƘŜ Dƻ±Ωǎ ŀŦŦƛǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǾƛƭƛŀƴǎΩ ŘŜŀǘƘǎ ǊŜǎǳƭǘƛƴƎ 

from criminals facing police officers violently. This would also suggest that the cases of 

disproportionate use of lethal force have been considerably superior to those 

documented by HRW and PROVEA193. hŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴǎ ƛƴǎƛǎǘ h[tΩǎ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŦƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ 

violent crimes and recovering first need products irregularly collected, smuggled or sold in 

the black market194.  

 

It is unknown whether authorities are conducting the relevant investigations on these 

alleged extrajudicial executions or not. During a visit carried out by the World 

Organization Against Torture, on October 2015, information about the OGP conduct 

towards this issue, coming from different sources, were received. The OGP has allegedly 

refused to prepare reports and open investigations for extrajudicial executions committed 

during OLP raids, arguing that investigating issues related to OLPs was not among its 

power. In fact, during police investigations, many obstacles have been reported regarding 

the identification of culprits, the alteration of the places were alleged executions 

happened, the investigations carried out by the same officers involved in the executions, 

threats and intimidation acts by enforcement agents against the victims and human rights 

activists supporting them195. 

 

2. Imprisonment  

 

According to witnesses, members of security forces have carried out massive and arbitrary 

detentions during OLPs, without arrest warrants. As reported by official sources, in seven 

months, 14,000 people were imprisoned -with the alleged purpose of verifying if they 

were wanted for committing a crime- of which only 100 -one out of 14- were finally 

charged for having connections with crimes, evidencing detentions were made 

indiscriminately. Many of them reported they were beaten and were victim of other kinds 

of physical abuse, while others claimed their houses were looted and some of their goods 

were stolen while raids and detentions took place -money, laptops, cellphones and first 
                                                           
193 Human Rights Watch (2016): Poder sin límites: Redadas policiales y militares en comunidades populares y 
de inmigrantes en Venezuela. 4 April, 2016 [Online] Available from: 
https://www.hrw.org/es/report/2016/04/04/poder-sin-limites/redadas-policiales-y-militares-en-
comunidades-populares-y-de [Accessed 23 April, 2016]. 
194 Human Rights Watch (2016): Poder sin límites: Redadas policiales y militares en comunidades populares y 
de inmigrantes en Venezuela. 4 April, 2016 [Online] Available from: 
https://www.hrw.org/es/report/2016/04/04/poder-sin-limites/redadas-policiales-y-militares-en-
comunidades-populares-y-de [Accessed 23 April, 2016]. 
195 COFAVIC (2016): Informe de seguimiento ante el Comité contra la Tortura con motivos de las 
observaciones finales al tercer y cuarto informe periódicos de fecha 19 de noviembre del 2014 sobre la 
República Bolivariana de Venezuela. February 2016 [Online] Available from:  http://www.cofavic.org/wp-
content/uploads/2016/04/Informe-de-seguimiento-al-CAT-2016.pdf [Accessed 10 May, 2016]. 

https://www.hrw.org/es/report/2016/04/04/poder-sin-limites/redadas-policiales-y-militares-en-comunidades-populares-y-de
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need articles such as food and diapers, currently in short supply in the country- something 

ǘƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳŜŘ ōȅ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎŜǎΩ ǘŜǎǘƛƳƻƴƛŜǎ196. Some have also reported alleged 

tortures and other cruel, inhumane and degrading acts were inflicted during the 

aforementioned detentions197. People arrested during raids were held for up to 14 hours, 

while security agents verified if they were under criminal investigation. The huge disparity 

between the imprisoned people and those who were taken to the OGP, in order to be 

formally accused, suggest such arrests -the majority of them, as affirmed by PROVEA and 

HRW- were indiscriminate and arbitrary198. 

 

3. Forcible evictions and dwelling destruction 

 

As reported by PROVEA and HRW, massive evictions have been carried out during OLP 

raids -regarding both private houses and those owned by the GoV- in breach of the 

Venezuelan Constitution, which protects people against forcible evictions in a similar way 

International Law does. 1,490 low income families have been arbitrarily evicted from their 

houses after President Maduro stated that all those committing crimes would be evicted 

from the houses given by the GoV. 17,000 houses were object of raids without court 

orders and some others have been demolished without any type of previous notice, 

preventing them from opposing to such decision or taking any measure. There have also 

been complaints of people being beaten while raids are carried out and goods stolen by 

military and police forces199. Satellite images obtained by HRW evidence how hundreds of 

houses were destroyed in states where national security officials have allegedly practiced 

                                                           
196Human Rights Watch (2016): Poder sin límites: Redadas policiales y militares en comunidades populares y 
de inmigrantes en Venezuela. 4 April, 2016 [Online] Available from: 
https://www.hrw.org/es/report/2016/04/04/poder-sin-limites/redadas-policiales-y-militares-en-
comunidades-populares-y-de ώ!ŎŎŜǎǎŜŘ но !ǇǊƛƭΣ нлмсϐΦ !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ¦bΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ /ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 
Humanitarian Affairs, more than 1,950 Colombians have been deported -many of them had required asylum 
or had been granted the refugee condition- during OLP in Táchira -border state with Colombia. 24,292 left 
the country fearing potential abuses or deportation. UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 
(OCHA, 2016): Colombia: Humanitarian Snapshot: Colombian-Venezuelan border. 15 October 2015 [Online] 
Available from: http://www.refw orld.org/docid/562616084.html [Accessed 10 June, 2016]. 
197 COFAVIC (2016): Informe de seguimiento ante el Comité contra la Tortura con motivos de las 
observaciones finales al tercer y cuarto informe periódicos de fecha 19 de noviembre del 2014 sobre la 
República Bolivariana de Venezuela. February 2016 [Online] Available from:  http://www.cofavic.org/wp-
content/uploads/2016/04/Informe-de-seguimiento-al-CAT-2016.pdf [Accessed 10 May, 2016]. 
198 Human Rights Watch (2016): Poder sin límites: Redadas policiales y militares en comunidades populares y 
de inmigrantes en Venezuela. 4 April, 2016 [Online] Available from: 
https://www.hrw.org/es/report/2016/04/04/poder-sin-limites/redadas-policiales-y-militares-en-
comunidades-populares-y-de [Accessed 23 April, 2016]. 
199 PROVEA (2016): 3 preguntas sobre OLP. 7 April, 2016 [Online] Available from: 
http://www.derechos.org.ve/2016/04/07/rafael-uzcategui-3-preguntas-sobre-olp/ [Accessed 22 April, 
2016].  
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massive evictions200Φ tǳǊǎǳŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ ŘŀǘŀΣ мΣолл ƘƻǳǎŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ άǊŜŎƻǾŜǊŜŘέ201 -meaning 

people were forcibly evicted from them. As at September 2015, according to the Minister 

ƻŦ LƴǘŜǊƛƻǊΣ WǳǎǘƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ tŜŀŎŜΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ мΣпнм άǊŜŎƻǾŜǊŜŘέ ƘƻǳǎŜǎ. Some other 800 

ƘƻǳǎŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŘŜƳƻƭƛǎƘŜŘΣ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǘŜǎǘƛƳƻƴƛŜǎ202. Although some of 

them were certainly occupied by armed groups -including colectivos- after they were 

taken away from their awardees, abuses and assaults were committed against regular 

landlords and tenants203. In the course of such unlawful procedures, access to adequate 

judicial remedies and due process guarantees have not been respected, and the OGP, the 

Office of the tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ Defender and other competent authorities have reportedly failed to 

give responses to these situations204.  

 

Regarding this issue, some particular cases have been documented by PROVEA and HRW. 

On 24 July 2015, in three communities located in Carretera Panamericana (in Miranda 

state), near 300 GNB agents evicted 106 families from their houses. On 17 August, 2015, 

around 800 GNB and CICPC agents evicted 258 people in Brisas del Hipódromo (Carabobo 

state), according to official information; however, residents said such number is 

considerably inferior to what they witnessed. Neither court orders nor previous notice 

were given to the residents. When breaking in the houses, in the early morning, the 

agents abruptly woke up the residents and announced they had to be evicted, following a 

άǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ƻǊŘŜǊέΣ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ άƛƴǾŀŘŜŘέ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘƻǳǎŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ōǳƛƭǘΦ 

However, many of the victims insisted they had the right to live there and showed the 

relevant documents to PROVEA and HRW. According to witnesses, GNB agents only 

allowed them to take what they could gather in one hour. They were later forced to leave 

their houses and while doing so, they were beaten -including women and children. They 

were forced to stand beside the road and some residents saw how agents took appliances 

                                                           
200 Human Rights Watch (2016): Venezuela: Redadas policiales afectan a sectores populares. 4 April, 2016 
[Online] Available from: https://www.hrw.org/es/news/2016/04/04/venezuela-redadas-policiales-afectan-
sectores-populares [Accessed 21 May, 2016].  
201 Analítica (2016): El guión oculto de las OLP, por Javier Ignacio Mayorca. 18 May, 2016 [Online] Available 
from: http://www.analitica.com/actualidad/el-guion-oculto-de-las-olp-por-javier-ignacio-mayorca/ 
[Accessed 21 May, 2016]. 
202 Human Rights Watch (2016): Poder sin límites: Redadas policiales y militares en comunidades populares y 
de inmigrantes en Venezuela. 4 April, 2016 [Online] Available from: 
https://www.hrw.org/es/report/2016/04/04/poder-sin-limites/redadas-policiales-y-militares-en-
comunidades-populares-y-de [Accessed 23 April, 2016]. 
203 Analítica (2016): El guión oculto de las OLP, por Javier Ignacio Mayorca. 18 May, 2016 [Online] Available 
from: http://www.analitica.com/actualidad/el-guion-oculto-de-las-olp-por-javier-ignacio-mayorca/ 
[Accessed 21 May, 2016]. 
204 Human Rights Watch (2016): Venezuela: Redadas policiales afectan a sectores populares. 4 April, 2016 
[Online] Available from: https://www.hrw.org/es/news/2016/04/04/venezuela-redadas-policiales-afectan-
sectores-populares [Accessed 21 May, 2016]. 
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and food and put them in official vehicles, while singing the Patria Querida anthem -sang 

by late Hugo Chávez during his last TV speech205.  

Reports about demolition of houses have also been document. In El Cují community, 220 

houses were allegedly demolished. On November 2015, PROVEA and HRW observed the 

debris left by such demolitions in the same place were the houses once stood. In Brisas del 

Hipódromo, residents explained that approximately 400 houses were demolished As 

reported by PROVEA, as at February 2016, the GoV had not given proper compensation or 

relocation assistance to most the victims206. In the border with Colombia, houses 

belonging to Colombian citizens -from which they were forcibly evicted, without court 

orders- were marked in the front -with an R, for those that were checked and with a D, for 

ǘƘƻǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŘŜƳƻƭƛǎƘŜŘΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŎǊƛǘƛŎƛȊŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ άŦŀǎŎƛǎǘ ŀŎǘƛƻƴέ ōȅ ǎƻƳŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀƴŘ 

even the Governor of Táchira -José Vielma Mora- admitted it was a mistake207. They were 

subsequently demolished with all the effects that were inside208. 

 

4. Deportations and forcible transfers 

{ƛƴŎŜ !ǳƎǳǎǘ нлмрΣ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ Iw² ŀƴŘ twh±9!Ωǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΣ ǘƘŜ Dƻ± Ƙŀǎ ƳƻōƛƭƛȊŜŘ 

national security forces to Táchira state -in the border with Colombia- after President 

Maduro authorized the OLP deployment in such territory. According to the ¦bΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ ŦƻǊ 

the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, as at October 2015, after the OLP raid in the 

border, at least 24,292 returnees and deportees have gone to Colombia, of which a total 

of 1,950 are registered as deported to Colombia at border crossings. In addition, 22,342 

Colombian citizens have returned due to fear of deportation, of which more than 2,000 

                                                           
205 Human Rights Watch (2016): Venezuela: Redadas policiales afectan a sectores populares. 4 April, 2016 
[Online] Available from: https://www.hrw.org/es/news/2016/04/04/venezuela-redadas-policiales-afectan-
sectores-populares [Accessed 21 May, 2016]. 
206 According to the Venezuelan Union for Press Workers, at least four journalists were assaulted while 
covering the news on the evictions and demolitions. One journalist said a high-level General ordered the 
cameraman to stop recoding and gave instructions to other officers to take the camera away from them 
which indeed they forcibly did. Human Rights Watch (2016): Venezuela: Redadas policiales afectan a 
sectores populares. 4 April, 2016 [Online] Available from: 
https://www.hrw.org/es/news/2016/04/04/venezuela-redadas-policiales-afectan-sectores-populares 
[Accessed 21 May, 2016] 
207 El Espectador (2015):  Gobernador del Táchira admite "gran daño" causado tras marcar casas de 
colombianos deportados. 6 September, 2015 [Online] Available from: 
http://www.elespectador.com/noticias/elmundo/gobernador-del-tachira-admite-gran-dano-causado-tras-
ma-articulo-584273 [Accessed 10 June, 2016] 
208 BBC Mundo (2015): Venezuela: mientras siguen deportaciones hacia Colombia, Maduro dice que no ve 
"en el corto plazo" apertura de la frontera. 25 August, 2015 [Online] Available from: 
http://www.bbc.com/mundo/noticias/2015/08/150825_venezuela_frontera_colombia_maduro_dp 
[Accessed 10 June, 2016]. El Heraldo (2015): El drama de los deportados colombianos por crisis en la frontera 
con Venezuela. 25 August, 2015 [Online] Available from: http://www.elheraldo.co/nacional/el-drama-de-los-
deportados-colombianos-por-crisis-en-la-frontera-con-venezuela-213349 [Accessed 10 June, 2016]. 
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had been recognized ŀǎ ǾƛŎǘƛƳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻƭƻƳōƛŀƴ ŀǊƳŜŘ ŎƻƴŦƭƛŎǘ ōȅ /ƻƭƻƳōƛŀΩǎ ±ƛŎǘƛƳǎ 

Registry, and at least 420 had begun the asylum request or had been recognized as 

refugees in Venezuela209 -a number confirmed by the Global Protection Cluster based in 

Colombia210. Hundreds have also been forcibly transferred211.  

As reported by PROVEA and HRW, none of the 700 Colombians interviewed by the 

/ƻƭƻƳōƛŀƴ tŜƻǇƭŜ 5ŜŦŜƴŘŜǊΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ ŀŦŦƛǊƳŜŘ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ had a hearing to defend from their 

expulsion, after their deportation212.   

Many Colombian citizens expulsed from Venezuela reported abuses committed by 

members of security forces, similar to those reported by Venezuelan citizens, during OLP 

raids. The Inter-American Commission on Human Rights has confirmed the excessive and 

disproportionate use of force, the demolition of several houses, physical abuses and even 

enforced disappearance of relatives during OLPs213.  

!ǎ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ōȅ Iw² ŀƴŘ twh±9!Σ ǘƘŜ Dƻ±Ωǎ ŀŎŎǳǎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ /ƻƭƻƳōƛŀƴ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎ ŦƻǊ 

allegedly being involved with paramilitary groups and the crime rates in the country, 

contributed to the abuses committed by security forces agents. They also made several 

Colombian citizens flee, fearing they could also become victim of such violence. In fact, 

President Maduro and other high level officials, in repeated instances, have made 

discriminatory statements against Colombian citizens and have blamed them, along with 

paramilitary groups, to commit serious crimes in the country which. This, together with a 

                                                           
209 UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA, 2016): Colombia: Humanitarian Snapshot: 
Colombian-Venezuelan border. 15 October 2015 [Online] Available from: 
http://www.refworld.org/docid/562616084.html [Accessed 10 June, 2016] 
210 Human Rights Watch (2016): Poder sin límites: Redadas policiales y militares en comunidades populares y 
de inmigrantes en Venezuela. 4 April, 2016 [Online] Available from: 
https://www.hrw.org/es/report/2016/04/04/poder-sin-limites/redadas-policiales-y-militares-en-
comunidades-populares-y-de [Accessed 23 April, 2016].  
211 UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA, 2016): Colombia: Humanitarian Snapshot: 
Colombian-Venezuelan border. 15 October 2015 [Online] Available from: 
http://www.refw orld.org/docid/562616084.html [Accessed 10 June, 2016]. Human Rights Watch (2016): 
Venezuela: Redadas policiales afectan a sectores populares. 4 April, 2016 [Online] Available from: 
https://www.hrw.org/es/news/2016/04/04/venezuela-redadas-policiales-afectan-sectores-populares 
[Accessed 21 May, 2016]  
212 Human Rights Watch (2016): Poder sin límites: Redadas policiales y militares en comunidades populares y 
de inmigrantes en Venezuela. 4 April, 2016 [Online] Available from: 
https://www.hrw.org/es/report/2016/04/04/poder-sin-limites/redadas-policiales-y-militares-en-
comunidades-populares-y-de [Accessed 23 April, 2016]. 
213 Human Rights Watch (2016): Poder sin límites: Redadas policiales y militares en comunidades populares y 
de inmigrantes en Venezuela. 4 April, 2016 [Online] Available from: 
https://www.hrw.org/es/report/2016/04/04/poder-sin-limites/redadas-policiales-y-militares-en-
comunidades-populares-y-de [Accessed 23 April, 2016]. Organización de Estados Americanos (2015): CIDH 
culmina su visita a la frontera de Colombia con Venezuela. 28 September, 2015 [Online] Available from: 
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/Comunicados/2015/109.asp [Accessed 10 June, 2016]. 
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Presidential Decree authorizing the mobilization of security forces to deploy OLPs in 

Táchira214, have without doubt influenced in the commission of abuses against Colombian 

citizens.   

Likewise, as reported by FUNPAZ, several families have been victim of forcible transfer, as 

a consequence of OLPs. After witnessing an OLP raid carried out in Lara and interviewing 

some victims, they concluded that the community where they developed their study -Las 

Sábilas- was warned about the deployment of an OLP -even by official communications- 

two days before such operation was executed. This resulted in two consequences: wanted 

criminals left the community and whole families had to displace, fearing the consequences 

lived by other communities during and after OLPs. The study includes the cases of nine 

families who had to leave the community and demolish their houses after being 

threatened by local colectivos for allegedly giving information to security forces. It also 

affirms that the agents that stayed in Las Sábilas collected ŦƻǊŎŜŘ άǊŜǿŀǊŘǎέ from 

residents, particularly, money and food215. 

CǊƻƳ h[tΩǎ ŀŎǘǎ ŎƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƴƎ ŎǊƛƳŜǎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ƘǳƳŀƴƛǘȅΣ ŀ ǇŀǘǘŜǊƴ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŘŜǘŜŎǘŜŘΥ όƛύ 

mobilizations of large amounts of military and law enforcement agents heavily armed and 

equipped are deployed; (ii) neither court orders nor warrants and previous notice are 

given to the residents when agents break into their houses to take some of its residents -

to be either executed, tortured, arrested or evicted; (ii) when breaking in the houses, in 

the early morning, agents abruptly wake up the residents to either hold them inside the 

house under threats or force them to leave the house (temporarily or definitively); (iii) 

when residents are forced to leave their houses, some are detained in close areas, for 

hours, under inhuman conditions, while others are arrested and taken to State facilities; 

(iv) during house raids, serious acts of threats and violence are committed: some people 

are beaten and assaulted in various ways -including women, children and people with 

disabilities; and, (v) valuable items and other belongings are stolen. In some instances, 

houses would subsequently be demolished. 

The OGP has affirmed 1,312 police officers and militaries have been charged for human 

rights violations -without specifications; still, only 959 will go to trial. Only 132 of them are 

already imprisoned; nonetheless, most of these convictions will be reduced if the 

                                                           
214 Human Rights Watch (2016): Poder sin límites: Redadas policiales y militares en comunidades populares y 
de inmigrantes en Venezuela. 4 April, 2016 [Online] Available from: 
https://www.hrw.org/es/report/2016/04/04/poder-sin-limites/redadas-policiales-y-militares-en-
comunidades-populares-y-de [Accessed 23 April, 2016]. 
215 El Impulso (2016): Familias son desplazadas por acciones de la OLP-Lara. 20 May, 2016 [Online] Available 
from: http://www.elimpulso.com/noticias/regionales/familias-son-desplazadas-por-acciones-de-la-olp-lara. 
[Accessed 20 May, 2016]. 
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defendant confesses his/her crime216. After the pressure of local and international NGOs -

ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅΣ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜ ƻŦ Iw² ŀƴŘ twh±9!Ωǎ ǊŜǇƻrt- on April 2016, the OGP 

charged 251 officers for human rights violations. However, given the de facto control of 

the Presidency over the OGP and the Judiciary, and considering the impunity rate -98% for 

human rights violations217- it is reasonably feared these accusations will not have a 

positive outcome. 

 

A common element between these cases and other abuses committed by the GoV, during 

the last decade, is how victims and their families are unprotected because they feel there 

is no institution where they could demand the protection of their rights or obtain a 

compensation218. 

 

According to experts, OLP has been used not only as raids against crime but also as a tool 

ŦƻǊ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭΣ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ άŦƛƎƘǘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǇŀǊŀƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ŎǊƛƳŜέ 

speech, assigning responsibilities to foreign agents -Colombian paramilitaries. During OLP 

deployments, crime has considerably increased and razzias have affected the social group 

ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ Dƻ±Ωǎ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ōŀǎŜ ƻŦ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ219. In the end, OLP has certainly 

increased the levels of violence in the country -especially in vulnerable working-class 

neighborhoods- as well as human rƛƎƘǘǎ ǾƛƻƭŀǘƛƻƴǎΩ ǊŀǘŜǎΦ Lƴ ŦŀŎǘΣ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ƛƴǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ǎǘƛƭƭ 

generates hundreds of victims every month throughout the country. In four months, OLP 

generated more execution victims than those registered by PROVEA in 2014220. 

 

For over a decade, the GoV has exerted over dissidents and opposition groups an almost 

limitless power -imprisoning politicians, censoring and closing down media, persecuting 

human rights activists and repressing peaceful demonstrations. Along this time, the 

9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜΩǎ ǇƻǿŜǊ ŎƻƴŎŜƴǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜ has considerably 

weakened the human rights guarantees in the country. OLP raids evidence how any 
                                                           
216 Notimérica (2016): La Fiscalía investiga 245 muertes en el marco de la OLP en Venezuela. 15 February, 
2016 [Online] Available from: 
 http://www.notimerica.com/sociedad/noticia-fiscalia-investiga-245-muertes-marco-olp-venezuela-
20160215164116.html [Accessed 20 May, 2016]. 
217 El Nacional (2016): Provea: Hechos violentos en El Cementerio demuestran el fracaso de OLP. 24 March, 
2016 [Online] Available from: http://www.el -nacional.com/sucesos/Provea-Hechos-Cementerio-
demuestran-OLP_0_817118292.html [Accessed 22 April, 2016]. 
218 Runrunes (2016): Human Rights Watch y Provea denuncian abusos policiales en operativos de la OLP. 4 
April, 2016 [Online] Available from: http://runrun.es/nacional/venezuela-2/255793/human-rights-watch-y-
provea-denuncian-abusos-policiales-en-operativos-de-la-olp.html [Accessed 22 April, 2016]. 
219 Analítica (2016): El guión oculto de las OLP, por Javier Ignacio Mayorca. 18 May, 2016 [Online] Available 
from: http://www.analitica.com/actualidad/el-guion-oculto-de-las-olp-por-javier-ignacio-mayorca/ 
[Accessed 21 May, 2016]. 
220 El Estímulo (2015): Redadas militares llegaron para quedarse en Venezuela. 3 December, 2015 [Online] 
Available from: http://elestimulo.com/blog/olp-llegaron-para-quedarse/ [Accessed 21 May, 2016]. 
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Venezuelan, regardless of their political ideology and socio-economic origin -including 

those traditionally supported by the GoV- are defenseless before governmental abuses221. 

 

G. The Tumeremo massacre 

 

On March 2016, a group of people were reportedly murdered in Tumeremo -a small town 

located in Bolivar state, near the border with Brazil, where mining and gold 

commercialization are the ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ Ƴŀƛƴ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎΦ It has been claimed this 

region is controlled by criminal groups in charge of illegal mining, and conflicts over the 

control of such mines are usual. !ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘƛǎ ŎŀǎŜ Ƙŀǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴΣ 

murders in this area -where indigenous people, miners, military officials and criminal 

groups interact- occur frequently222. 

 

While there is not a final number of victims -Américo De Grazia, an opposition deputy, 

insists a witness, who is under his protection, counted 28 bodies223- the OGP initially 

identified 16 murdered victims.  

COFAVIC issued a report in which they state the GoV is responsible for the disappearance 

of Tumeremo miners, and explain what could have happened that day, according to 

reliable sources. On 4 March 2016, a group of heavily armed men established a security 

checkpoint, at about 45 minutes from Tumeremo, where they stopped and regrouped all 

the persons heading to the Atenas mine. According to survivors, this situation lasted from 

morning to night, and around 600 persons were held against their will, under death 

threats. Survivors affirmed that among the armed men -approximately 60- some were 

dressed as civilians and others wore vests allegedly identified as CICPC and SEBIN officials. 

They were reportedly coordinated by El Topo -the leader of a local criminal group- who 

intended to take control over the mine, for unclear purposes, though some people have 

denounced they are supposedly government-related. The witnesses also explained the 

kidnapped people were apparently forced to see extrajudicial executions and tortures -

                                                           
221 Runrunes (2016): Human Rights Watch y Provea denuncian abusos policiales en operativos de la OLP. 4 
April, 2016 [Online] Available from: http://runrun.es/nacional/venezuela-2/255793/human-rights-watch-y-
provea-denuncian-abusos-policiales-en-operativos-de-la-olp.html [Accessed 22 April, 2016].  
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responsable por desaparición de los mineros de Tumeremo. 14 March, 2016 [Online] Available from: 
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tumeremo/ [Accessed 27 April, 2016].  
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asesinados. 15 March, 2016 [Online] Available from: 
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some people were called by their names, questions were asked and then they were 

shot224. One of the witnesses said he was forced to carry 25 bodies and place them on a 

truck -he allegedly said this to the PeoǇƭŜΩǎ 5ŜŦŜƴŘŜǊΣ ǿƘƻ ǘƘŜƴ ŀǎƪŜŘ Deneral Jesús 

Mantilla Oliveros, ƘŜŀŘ ƻŦ DǳŀȅŀƴŀΩǎ 5ŜŦŜƴǎŜ !ǊŜŀ, to look for more common graves225. 

Once the bodies were piled, witnesses affirm having heard the sounds of a chainsaw. At 

night, some of the kidnapped were told to rŜǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΤ ǘƘŜƛǊ L5Ωǎ ǿere held and 

they were told that if they reported the situation, they would be killed. On the same day, 

at another area, an undetermined number of persons were allegedly wounded and 

murdered. Their bodies were told to be moved from the place by the same 

perpetrators226.  

Following protests by relatives of the victims demanding the GoV to give them 

explanations about what happened, the General Prosecutor -Luisa Ortega Díaz- 

announced finding a 30 km common grave with human remains corresponding to 17 

people -16 found with gunshot wounds and one with a chest wound227. However, she 

denied there would be more than 17 victims228, contradicting what relatives of the 

disappeared have claimed about being more alleged victims that did not return to their 

homes. She then stated there were 21 disappeared -му ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎΩ 

complaints and three identified by the OGP229.  

Although the GoV has stressed they are working hard in order to resolve this issue, 

ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŎǘƛƳǎ ŘƛǎōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ǘƘŜƳ άŘƛǎǘƻǊǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ 
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ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎέ230. A local mayor -Carlos Chancellor- affirmed that local criminal groups 

control the area -sometimes, not even allowing access to the FANB- and impose their own 

rules231. PROVEA has informed that several complaints have been filed regarding how 

gangs and security forces -CICPC, the Army, GNB and SEBIN- are involved in mining 

control, but nothing has happened, evidencing the State negligence and the validity of the 

ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ŘƛǎǘǊǳǎǘ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘƛŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭ ŘŜƴƛŀƭ of the 

massacre, the absence of official and firm answers, and the alleged connection between 

security forces and violent events in the region make people fear for their integrity and 

ǇǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ ǊŜŦǊŀƛƴ ŦǊƻƳ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘŜǎǘƛƳƻƴȅΦ {ƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ŜǾŜƴ ŦŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ Dƻ±Ωǎ 

participation -by complicity or omission- in the massacre and, apparently, they have 

strong motives to believe so, as explained below. 

1. The initial denial and the subsequent late, inaccurate and contradictory 

response of the GoV  

Immediately after relatives started demanding the GoV acted regarding ǘƘŜ ǾƛŎǘƛƳǎΩ 

disappearance, the Governor of Bolivar state -Francisco Rangel Gómez- denied the facts 

on the national TV station Venezolana de Televisión232. He also ŀǎǎǳǊŜŘ ƘŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ άǘŀƪŜ 

deputy De Grazia and other right-wing politicians who circulated such information to the 

hDtέ233. On 5 March, 2016, Rangel Gómez published -and later deleted- on his Twitter 

ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ǘƘŀǘΥ άƻƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴ ƛǊǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ƛƴǘǊƛƎǳŜǊǎ ǇǊŜǘŜƴŘ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀƴȄƛŜǘȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 

south of #Bolívar Information about murdered miners is FALS9έ234. At the same time, 

ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎŀǇǇŜŀǊŜŘ ǿŜǊŜ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ¢ǳƳŜǊŜƳƻΩǎ Ƴŀƛƴ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǇǳǘȅ 
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De Grazia was already reporting the massacre through national media235. Rangel Gómez 

then recognized the massacre and explained that, as a civil servant, he could not give a 

hasty opinion236Φ bƻƴŜǘƘŜƭŜǎǎΣ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ŘŜƴȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘǎΣ Ƴŀƴȅ 

ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǾƛŎǘƛƳǎ ǎǘǊƻƴƎƭȅ ŦŜŀǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ Dƻ±Ωǎ ŎƻƳǇƭƛŎƛǘȅ237. Most of the survivors have 

preferred to hide, fearing the same fate of the murdered victims238. 

¢ƘŜ Dƻ±Ωǎ ǎǳōǎŜǉǳŜƴǘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƭŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŘƛŎǘƻǊȅΦ !ƭƳƻǎǘ ŀ ǿŜŜƪ ŀŦǘŜǊ 

the massacre, the GoV finally recognized there were 16 victims. The PeopleΩǎ Defender 

Office estimated a total of 27 disappeared persons239 while the General Prosecutor stated 

there were 21 massacred people -16 of them had already been identified by the OGP 240. 

Although the General Prosecutor pointed out investigations were being carried out in 

order to determine the motives and circumstances of the crime, President Maduro 

already gave his version and stated -without giving more details or evidences- that 

deputies and politicians in Bolívar state are linked to gold paramilitary mafias and that, 

ǿƛǘƘ ǘƛƳŜΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǇǊƻǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ άƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƛnternational right-wing groupǎέ ǘǊƛŜŘ ǘƻ 

ƎƛǾŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŎŀǎŜ ŀ άǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎέ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ άŘŀƳŀƎŜ ǘƘŜ Dƻ±Ωǎ ǊŜǇǳǘŀǘƛƻƴέΦ IŜ 

affirmed, as well, that foreign paramilitary groups were also involved241. The Ministry of 

Interior, Justice and Peace -Gustavo González López- also blamed paramilitary groups, but 

added the deaths would be the result of a confrontation between these groups, for the 
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from:http://www.talcualdigital.com/Nota/124190/rangel-gomez-hoy-si-digo-que-hubo-una-
masacre?platform=hootsuite [Accessed 26 April, 2016]. 
237 Correo del Caroní (2016): Protestantes en Tumeremo denuncian que mineros desaparecidos fueron 
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politic and economic control of the mines242Φ IŜ ŜǾŜƴ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ άǎƻǊŘƛŘ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘǎέ 

come from abroad and are not usual within the Venezuelan territory243 -though it is one of 

the countries with the highest murder rates in the world- and blamed it on the 

άǇŀǊŀƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ǇƘŜƴƻƳŜƴƻƴ ŜȄǇƻǊǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ /ƻƭƻƳōƛŀέ 244.  Malicious and blaming 

statements against Colombians had already been done in the context of OLPs deployed 

near the border between both countries.  

Should these official hypotheses be real, several questions arise as to where the Governor 

and the GoV in general were when all these things were happening; why did these 

situations occur in this area -a declared military zone; where was the FANB, in charge of 

protecting the national territory and its inhabitants from foreign threats; and why no 

institution impeded criminal groups from attempting against the national sovereignty and 

taking over mining areas, lootƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ǿŜŀƭǘƘ ŀƴŘ ƳǳǊŘŜǊƛƴƎ ƛƴƴƻŎŜƴǘ 

people. 

2. ¢ƘŜ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜǎΩ ǘŜǎǘƛƳƻƴƛŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŀƭƭŜƎŜŘ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 

the GoV  

Witnesses have claimed that intelligence and police officers were watching over the mine 

while the massacre took place, and that 9ƭ ¢ƻǇƻΩǎ gang was accompanied by Army and 

CICPC members245 -the Tumeremo community has reported that the presence of security 

forces in security checkpoints, established by criminal groups in order to watch over the 

mines, is frequent 246. Some of them affirm that in front of everybody, 28 persons were 

killed -including a pregnant woman- and were then chopped. Their bodies were 

apparently placed in a truck that went across the town with official escorts -Army and 
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CICPC agents- and were then taken to an area called Pozo 51247. A source that participated 

in the bodiesΩ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ, highlighted the victims were found at Nuevo Callao, which means 

the truck with the bodies crossed Tumeremo with them on it248. According to deputy De 

Grazia, this truck must have passed through three security checkpoints; therefore, it 

would not be possible that authorities were not aware of what happened that day249; 

ŜǾŜƴ ƳƻǊŜΣ ƴƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘƛŜǎΩ ŎƻƳǇƭƛŎƛǘȅ250.  

Another source -who did not identify fearing to be killed- ǎŀƛŘ άƘŜǊŜ ŜǾŜǊȅōƻŘȅ ƪƴƻǿǎ ǘƘŜ 

Governor is involved in those mines and that is why he wants to disappear them [the 

ƳƛƴŜǊǎϐέΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ ǊŜƛƴŦƻǊŎŜŘ ōȅ ŘŜǇǳǘȅ 5Ŝ DǊŀȊƛŀΣ ǿƘƻ Ƙŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŘŜƴƻǳƴŎŜŘ ǘƘŜ 

DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ ŀƴŘ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΩ ƛƴǾƻlvement in the illegal mining251 -for which he has 

received death threats.  

!ǎ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ /hC!±L/Ωǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΣ from the testimonies of witnesses and relatives of the 

disappeared, some of the armed men that were present when the victims were murdered, 

wore vests allegedly identified as CICPC and SEBIN officials, who were reportedly 

coordinated by El Topo252. This would evidence the SǘŀǘŜ ŀƎŜƴǘǎΩ ƳǳƭǘƛǇƭŜ ƻƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎΣ their 

acquiescence behavior and even cooperation with crime groups. It shows, as well, how 

the existence of impunity allows these groups to perpetrate their cruel crimes253. 

                                                           
247 Correo del Caroní (2016): Protestantes en Tumeremo denuncian que mineros desaparecidos fueron 
masacrados. 5 March, 2016 [Online] Available from:  
http://www.correodelcaroni.com/index.php/cdad/item/42900-protestantes-en-tumeremo-mineros-fueron-
masacrados-y-desaparecidos [Accessed 27 April, 2016]. 
248 Runrunes (2016): Yo pasé cerquita de los cadáveres de los mineros de Tumeremo. 15 March, 2016 
[Online] Available from: 
 http://runrun.es/rr -es-plus/253363/asi-es-nuevo-callao-el-lugar-donde-sepultaron-a-los-mineros-de-
tumeremo.html [Accessed 27 April, 2016]. 
249 Runrunes (2016): Américo De Grazia: Lo más trágico es que Rangel Gómez no haya puesto un pie 
Tumeremo. 14 March, 2016 [Online] Available from: 
 http://runrun.es/nacional/253391/americo-de-grazia-28-seria-el-total-de-desaparecidos-en-
tumeremo.html  [Accessed 27 April, 2016]. 
250 Correo del Caroní (2016): Protestantes en Tumeremo denuncian que mineros desaparecidos fueron 
masacrados. 5 March, 2016 [Online] Available from:   
http://www.correodelcaroni.com/index.php/cdad/item/42900-protestantes-en-tumeremo-mineros-fueron-
masacrados-y-desaparecidos [Accessed 27 April, 2016]. 
251 Diario Las Américas (2016): La masacre de Tumeremo y la corrupción de la minería en Venezuela. 23 
March, 2016 [Online] Available from: 
http://www.diariolasamericas.com/4848_venezuela/3704821_masacre-de-tumeremo-venezuela-pedro-
pablo-penaloza.html [Accessed 28 April, 2016]. 
252 Runrunes (2016): Investigarán a funcionarios del Cicpc por el caso de los mineros de Tumeremo. 16 
March, 2016 [Online] Available from: http://runrun.es/nacional/253684/investigaran-a-funcionarios-del-
cicpc-por-el-caso-de-los-mineros-de-tumeremo.html [Accessed 26 April, 2016]. 
253 Runrunes (2016): Cofavic: El Estado es responsable de la desaparición de los mineros de Tumeremo. 16 
March, 2016 [Online] Available from: 

http://www.correodelcaroni.com/index.php/cdad/item/42900-protestantes-en-tumeremo-mineros-fueron-masacrados-y-desaparecidos
http://www.correodelcaroni.com/index.php/cdad/item/42900-protestantes-en-tumeremo-mineros-fueron-masacrados-y-desaparecidos
http://runrun.es/rr-es-plus/253363/asi-es-nuevo-callao-el-lugar-donde-sepultaron-a-los-mineros-de-tumeremo.html
http://runrun.es/rr-es-plus/253363/asi-es-nuevo-callao-el-lugar-donde-sepultaron-a-los-mineros-de-tumeremo.html
http://runrun.es/nacional/253391/americo-de-grazia-28-seria-el-total-de-desaparecidos-en-tumeremo.html
http://runrun.es/nacional/253391/americo-de-grazia-28-seria-el-total-de-desaparecidos-en-tumeremo.html
http://www.correodelcaroni.com/index.php/cdad/item/42900-protestantes-en-tumeremo-mineros-fueron-masacrados-y-desaparecidos
http://www.correodelcaroni.com/index.php/cdad/item/42900-protestantes-en-tumeremo-mineros-fueron-masacrados-y-desaparecidos
http://www.diariolasamericas.com/4848_venezuela/3704821_masacre-de-tumeremo-venezuela-pedro-pablo-penaloza.html
http://www.diariolasamericas.com/4848_venezuela/3704821_masacre-de-tumeremo-venezuela-pedro-pablo-penaloza.html
http://runrun.es/nacional/253684/investigaran-a-funcionarios-del-cicpc-por-el-caso-de-los-mineros-de-tumeremo.html
http://runrun.es/nacional/253684/investigaran-a-funcionarios-del-cicpc-por-el-caso-de-los-mineros-de-tumeremo.html


 68 

Another important testimony comes from the doctor on duty at the hospital where many 

of the victims were treated -who did not identify himself fearing reprisals. He said many 

miners -who managed to escape- arrived with gunshot wounds, stabbed and beaten up. 

He also insisted the bodies were not taken to the morgue, since they were apparently 

placed in common graves. Witnesses told him they were attacked by people who are 

related to a local ǳƴƛƻƴΦ Iƛǎ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŎƻƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŎǘƛƳǎΩ 

relatives254. 

3. ¢ƘŜ Dƻ±Ωǎ disdain attitude on the case and its unconditional defense of 

ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ŦƻǊŎŜǎΩ ǊŜǇǳǘŀǘƛƻƴ 

Official versions and opinions expressed in the media controlled by the GoV -such as 

TeleSur- ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¢ǳƳŜǊŜƳƻ ƳŀǎǎŀŎǊŜ ŀǎ ŀ άǊǳƳƻǊέ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘŜŘ ƛǘ ǘƻ ƛƭƭŜƎŀƭ 

mining, in an attempt to minimize the gravity of the crime, given its potential link to such 

issue. They also refer to its massive appearance on local and international media as a 

άƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƳŜŘƛŀ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƛƴǘŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ǎƳear opinions against 

ǘƘŜ Dƻ±Ωǎ Ƙuman rights vulneǊŀōƛƭƛǘȅέ ŀƴŘ ŀŎŎǳǎŜ ǘǿƻ άǊƛƎƘǘ-ǿƛƴƎ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎƛŀƴǎέ -Américo de 

Grazia and Andrés Velásquez- ǘƻ ǎǇǊŜŀŘ ǘƘŜ άǊǳƳƻǊέΣ ǘƘŀnks to their -unverified- άƭƛƴƪǎ 

ǿƛǘƘ ƛƭƭŜƎŀƭ ƳƛƴƛƴƎέ255. 

Governor Rangel Gómez -one of the closest militaries to former President Hugo Chávez- 

Ƙŀǎ ǊŜƧŜŎǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎŜǎΩ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜǎΩ ǘŜǎǘƛƳƻƴƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ ǘƘŜȅ ƻƴƭȅ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ 

discredit the security forces, ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀ άƳŜŘƛŀ ǿŀǊ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ .ƻƭƛǾŀǊƛŀƴ ǊŜǾƻƭǳǘƛƻƴέ256. 

Deputy De Grazia questioned that 11 days after the massacre allegedly occurred, 

DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊ wŀƴƎŜƭ DƽƳŜȊ ƘŀŘ ƴƻǘ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘŜŘ ƴŜƛǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŎǘƛƳǎΩ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜǎ ƴƻǊ ǘƘŜ {ƛŦƻƴǘŜǎ 

municipality major -Carlos Chancellor- to listen to their version on the facts257. 
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As soon as investigations began, the Minister of Defense -Vladimir Padrino López- rushed 

ǘƻ ŘŜŦŜƴŘ C!b. ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ Ƙƻǿ ǎƻǊǊȅ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ άŀōǎǳǊŘ ŀŎŎǳǎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ 

leaders of the FANB, systemŀǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŘƛǎŎǊŜŘƛǘƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴέΦ bƻƴŜǘƘŜƭŜǎǎΣ ŘŜǇǳǘȅ 5Ŝ 

Grazia has warned military forces are involved in the illegal mining trade, as well as in 

ŎŀǎŜǎ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ disappearance and murder in this area. In the wake of such declarations, 

deputy De Grazia has received several death threats258. 

While the Ministry of Interior, Justice and Peace stated six people had been detained 

and/or charged259, and the General Prosecutor did not dismiss the possible participation 

of SEBIN -as reported by relatives of the victims-260 ¢ǳƳŜǊŜƳƻΩǎ ƛƴƘŀōƛǘŀƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ŀ 

defenseless and vulnerable position. Their distrust toward institutions, the dismissal of 

previous complaints, the evident presence of national security forces in checkpoints 

established by criminal groups, the inexistence of law enforcement agencies actually 

protecting them and their alleged complicity in criminal situations show the State 

ǿŜŀƪƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ƛƴŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ261. Though the facts related to this 

case were reported in Bolivar state Prosecution Office, relatives of the victims strongly 

fear reprisals. Mayor Carlos Chancellor confirmed the people distrust the institutions 

carrying out such investigations, and they are falling in despair, fearing never knowing 

what really happened to their relatives262.  

The Tumeremo massacre occurred in a highly militarized area, with a strong police control 

-officially declared as a Strategic Defense Operational Zone- however, armed groups have 

committed their crimes freely, evidencing the GoV has failed to adopt reasonable 

measures to protect the area and its inhabitants, and to avoid this tragedy to happen. As 

ŘŜǇǳǘȅ 5Ŝ DǊŀȊƛŀ ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴŜŘΣ ƴƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘƛŜǎΩ 
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complicity263. For this reason, COFAVIC considers the State is responsible for the alleged 

ǾƛŎǘƛƳǎΩ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭΣ ƳŜƴǘŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŀƭ ǎǳŦŦŜǊƛƴƎΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƭŀŎƪ ƻŦ ŀƴ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ 

conclusive investigation and the eventual harm deriving from this event -based on the 

International Law principle according to which the State must answer for the actions and 

omissions of its agents, committed under the protection of their official character, even if 

they act beyond the limits of their competencies264. 

Meanwhile, Amnesty International advised to take an urgent action, in order to pressure 

the GoV to protŜŎǘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǊǾƛǾƻǊǎΩ Ƙuman rƛƎƘǘǎ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜǎΩΣ ŀƴŘ 

to guarantee the access to information and protect the journalists covering the massacre 

events265. A few days later, on 18 March, 2016, a journalist with Asperger syndrome 

working for Fe y Alegría, in Lara state, was detained by SEBIN officers for some hours after 

he gave information about the Tumeremo massacre in his personal blog, stating SEBIN 

officers were allegedly linked to case266. 

On May 2016, Deputy De Grazia -who leads a Special Commission in the National 

Assembly, in order to investigate the Tumeremo massacre- denounced that Governor of 

Bolivar -Francisco Rangel Gómez- and Army General (retired) Julio César Fuentes Manzulli 

-former director ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ƻƭƝǾŀǊ tƻƭƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ ŦƻǊ /ƛǘƛȊŜƴǎΩ {ŜŎǳǊƛǘȅΣ ŀƴŘ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ 
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the State international responsibility for actions violating Human Rights committed by third parties or 
individuals, based ƻƴ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜΩǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ -
supported by the Inter-American Court on Human Rights jurisprudence. It also points out that States have a 
positive obligation regarding the adoption of protection measures, not only by restraining from attacking 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƭƛǾŜǎΣ ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ ōȅ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ǎǘŜǇǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƧǳǊƛǎŘƛŎǘƛƻƴ -as it 
has also been interpreted by the European Court on Human Rights. COFAVIC (2016): Venezuela: El Estado es 
responsable por desaparición de los mineros de Tumeremo. 14 March, 2016 [Online] Available from: 
 http://w ww.cofavic.org/venezuela-el-estado-es-responsable-por-desaparicion-de-los-mineros-de-
tumeremo/ [Accessed 27 April, 2016]. 
265 Runrunes (2016): Amnistía Internacional pide una acción urgente por los desaparecidos en Tumeremo. 16 
March, 2016 [Online] Available from: http://runrun.es/nacional/venezuela-2/253612/amnistia-
internacional-pide-una-accion-urgente-por-los-desaparecidos-en-tumeremo.html [Accessed 29 April, 2016]. 
266 Espacio Público (2016): Sebin detiene a periodista por informar sobre caso Tumeremo. 18 March, 2016 
[Online] Available from: 
 http://espaciopublico.ong/sebin-detiene-periodista-informar-caso-tumeremo/ [Accessed 29 April, 2016]. A 
civilian with Asperger syndrome had already been arrested and beaten by the GoV - Xavier Beckles- on 30 
April, 2014, in the context of demonstrations. Globovisión (2014): Liberan a estudiante Xavier Beckles 
detenido en Puerto Ordaz. 6 May, 2014 [Online] Available from: http://archivo.globovision.com/liberan-a-
estudiante-xavier-beckles-detenido-en-puerto-ordaz/ [Accessed 14 June, 2016]. 
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president of Hidrobolívar, the Bolívar state water company- are linked to the organized 

crime present in the mines located in the south of the country -in the area called Arco 

Minero del Orinoco (hǊƛƴƻŎƻΩǎ Mining Arch)267. De Grazia affirmed that Rangel Gómez and 

Fuentes Manzulli grant police credentials to criminal leaders and allow the trafficking of 

gold, diamonds and arms in the area. He even stated they provided weapons to the El 

Topo band, as well as to other criminal groups present in the area268.   

De Grazia concluded the Tumeremo massacre occurred due to a State criminal action, 

since the GoV is repoǊǘŜŘƭȅ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ άŎƭŜŀƴƛƴƎέ the mines corresponding to the Arco 

Minero, aiming at giving them free from miners to the transnational companies to which 

the GoV granted concessions -including the Gold Reserve company. These accusations 

would be based on the investigation carried out by commissioner José Gregorio Lezama -

arrested in SEBIN headquarters in Bolívar state, as reported by De Grazia- who has 

identified the criminal bands and the illegal acts committed in the Arco Minero and whose 

report has been given to the OGP269.  

H. Persecution of human rights and political activists 

Human rights defenders and political activists have been subjected to persecution and 

harassment by the Dƻ±Ωǎ high-level officers -even President Maduro himself has publicly 

lashed out against Human Rights NGOs and opposition political parties, particularly, 

against its members. This persecution has become a state policy that seeks to block and 

impede the work they carry out by criminalizing it. Marino Alvarado, member of PROVEA, 

ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘΥ άŎǊƛƳƛƴŀƭƛȊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǎǘǎΩ ǿƻǊƪ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ ǎtate policy based on a hate 

speech that tries to make the population go against defenders and bDhǎέ270.  

                                                           
267 hǊƛƴƻŎƻΩǎ aƛƴƛƴƎ !ǊŎƘ was created by a Presidential Decree. It will allow mining activities in a vast area 
located at the north of Bolívar state, and a small part in Amazonas and Delta Amacuro states, totalizing 
111,843.70 square kilometers (approximately 12% of the national territory). For this project, concessions 
have been granted to 150 foreign companies. It has been strongly criticized by environmentalists who 
ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ǘƘƛǎ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ ŀƴ άŜŎƻƭƻƎƛŎ ŎǊƛƳŜέ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ŀŦŦŜŎǘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ, only compared to 
what the URSS did to the Aral Sea. El Universal (2016): Arco Minero y ambiente. 3 April, 2016 [Online] 
Available from: http://www.eluniversal.com/noticias/economia/arco-minero-ambiente_247568 [Accessed 
14 June, 2016]. 
268 Efecto Cocuyo (2016): Américo de Grazia vincula al gobernador de Bolívar con άǇǊŀƴŀǘƻέ Ŝƴ Ŝƭ !ǊŎƻ 
Minero. 10 May, 2016 [Online] Available from http://efectococuyo.com/efecto-cocuyo/politikom/americo-
de-grazia-vincula-al-gobernador-de-bolivar-con-pranato-en-el-arco-minero [Accessed 17 May, 2016]. 
269 Efecto Cocuyo (2016): !ƳŞǊƛŎƻ ŘŜ DǊŀȊƛŀ ǾƛƴŎǳƭŀ ŀƭ ƎƻōŜǊƴŀŘƻǊ ŘŜ .ƻƭƝǾŀǊ Ŏƻƴ άǇǊŀƴŀǘƻέ Ŝƴ Ŝƭ !ǊŎƻ 
Minero. 10 May, 2016 [Online] Available from http://efectococuyo.com/efecto-cocuyo/politikom/americo-
de-grazia-vincula-al-gobernador-de-bolivar-con-pranato-en-el-arco-minero [Accessed 17 May, 2016]. 
270 El Carabobeño (2016): Cuando defender los derechos humanos es de alto riesgo. 17 January, 2016. 
[Online] Available from: http://www.el -carabobeno.com/actualidad/articulo/118381/Cuando-defender-los-
derechos-humanos-es-de-alto-riesgo [Accessed 15 May, 2016]. 
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In recent statements, the Governor of Aragua state -Tareck El Aissami- uttered verbal 

aggressions against Humberto Prado, Director of the Observatorio Venezolano de Prisiones 

(Venezuelan Observatory on Prisons)271, resulting in the issuance of an Amnesty 

International Urgent Action in favor of Prado272. Likewise, Diosdado Cabello, in his weekly 

TV show Con el Mazo Dando273 frequently attacks human rights defenders. Among the 

attacks proffered by the deputy and PSUV Vice-president, the following stand out: άOn 

Friday, April 1st, Marco Antonio Ponce of the OVCS, Marino Alvarado of 

PROVEA, Carlos Nieto of Una Ventana por la Libertad (A Window for Freedom), Mercedes 

De Freitas of Transparencia Venezuela (Transparency Venezuela) and Humberto 

Prado of Observatorio Venezolano de Prisiones ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘǊŀǾŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ΨŜƳǇƛǊŜ [to]  the 

period of ordinary sessions of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, at its 

Washington, D.C. headquarters, where they will denounce supposed human rights 

violation in the OLPs, the situation of the alleged political prisoners, and food and 

medicines scarcity. Marcos Ponce is the person in charge of distributing the dollars and the 

tickets are paid for by Luis Almagro, OASΩ Secretary Generalέ274.  

/ŀōŜƭƭƻ ŀƭǎƻ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ άUltra-right voices and NGOs, supposedly human rights defenders, 

are already planning to make denunciations and public condemnations, as well as trips to 

international organisms that finance them, to make the government look as violator of 

human rights and disrespectful of human life. The persons behind this plan are Marino 

Alvarado of PROVEA, Humberto Prado of Observatorio Venezolano de Prisiones, who is 

looking for more money, and Rocío San Migueƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ όάōǊƛŜŦŎŀǎŜέύ bDh Control Ciudadano 

(Citizen Control)έ275. 

In the Annual 2015-2016 Report presented by Amnesty International, it is denounced that 

both President Maduro and the former President of the National Assembly, Diosdado 

Cabello, on several occasions have accused human rights defenders and political activists 

of attacking ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ǊŜǇǳǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ the GoV. They have also accused renown 

                                                           
271 Aporrea (2011): ¿Quién las pasa? Las granadas, ametralladoras, revólveres, pistolas, mujeres, droga. 19 
June, 2011 [Online] Available from:  http://www.aporrea.org/contraloria/a125348.html [Accessed 15 May, 
2016].  
272Amnesty International:  Urgent Action. May 6, 2016. [Online] Available from: 
https://www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/AMR5339522016ENGLISH.pdf [Accessed 15 May, 2016]. 
273 Spanish saying ά! 5ƛƻǎ ǊƻƎŀƴŘƻ ȅ Ŏƻƴ Ŝƭ ƳŀȊƻ ŘŀƴŘƻέ ƛǎ ƭƛǘerally translated: Praying to God and hitting 
ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƘŀƳƳŜǊΣ ŜǉǳƛǾŀƭŜƴǘ ǘƻ άDƻŘ ƘŜƭǇǎ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎέ 
274 Con el Mazo Dando (2016): Almagro financia viajes de las ONG de maletín venezolanas. 30 March, 2016. 
[Online] Available from: http://www.conelmazodando.com.ve/almagro-financia-viajes-de-las-ong-de-
maletin-venezolanas/ [Accessed 15 May, 2016]. 
275 Con el Mazo Dando (2016): ONG y voceros de la ultraderecha saldrán en defensa de paramilitares y 
contrabandistas. May 4, 2016. [Online] Available from: http://www.conelmazodando.com.ve/ong-y-
voceros-de-la-ultraderecha-saldran-en-defensa-de-paramilitares-y-contrabandistas/ [Accessed 15 May, 
2016]. 
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defenders, on national television, ƻŦ ŘŀƳŀƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ǊŜǇǳǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǳƴŘŜǊƳƛƴƛƴƎ 

the government. Several human rights defenders were subsequently harassed276. 

The Inter-American Commission on Human Rights has also warned about the 

governmental persecution to which human rights defenders in Venezuela are subjected by 

pointing out that: άThe Commission has learned that in Venezuela, human rights defenders 

and non-governmental organizations have been accused of "treason" and "conspiracy" for 

receiving international funding, particularly from the United Statesέ277. 

The Department of State made a similar pronouncement in the annual report on Human 

Rights (2015) that it presented to the U.S. Congress, indicating: άSome domestic NGOs 

reported government threats and harassment against their leaders, staff, and 

organizations, in addition to government raids and detentionsέ278. 

Likewise, HRW, in its report on the situation of human rights in the world, stated that: 

ά±ŜƴŜȊǳŜƭŀΩǎ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ Ƙŀǎ ǎƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ ƳŀǊƎƛƴŀƭƛȊŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ human rights defenders 

through repeated unsubstantiated allegations that they are seeking to undermine 

Venezuelan democracy. During his weekly show on state-run television in 2015, Cabello 

ǊŜǇŜŀǘŜŘƭȅ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛȊŜŘ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ƎǊƻǳǇǎΩ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ LƴǘŜǊ-

American Commission on Human Rights or United Nations Human Rights monitoring 

ōƻŘƛŜǎ ŀǎ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘǎ Ψto destabilize the governmentΩέ.279 

As it can be seen from the reports presented by international NGOs and the U.S. 

Department of State, President Maduro, deputy Diosdado Cabello and other Dƻ±Ωǎ ƘƛƎƘ-

level officials -such as Tareck El Aissami, Governor of Aragua State- frequently attack 

human rights defenders in Venezuela. Therefore, making frequent attacks and 

disqualifying the work carried out by human rights defenders in Venezuela, accusing them 

of receiving funds from the U.S. government, of participating in destabilization plans, as 

well as to damage the image of the GoV, has become a state policy. These attacks seek to 

discredit and even criminalize the work they perform in addition to trying to sow hate 

                                                           
276 Amnesty International (2015): Annual Report 2015/2016. [Online] Available from: 
https://www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/POL1025522016ENGLISH.PDF [Accessed 16 May, 2016]. 
277 Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (2015): Criminalization of Human Rights Defenders Report. 
OEA/Ser.L/V/II. Doc. 49/15. 31 December 2015 Original: Spanish, p 69. [Online] Available from: 
http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/reports/pdfs/Criminalization2016.pdf [Accessed 16 May, 2016]. 
278 US State Department (2015): Venezuela 2015. Human Rights Report [Online] Available from: 
http://www.state.gov/documents/organization/253261.pdf [Accessed 16 May, 2016]. 
279 Human Rights Watch (2016): World Report 2016 [Online] Available from: https://www.hrw.org/world-

report/2016/country-chapters/venezuela#3159b0 [Accessed 16 May, 2016]. 
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against human rights defenders, through false accusations and remarks, which jeopardizes 

the life and physical integrity of these defenders. 

Persecution has also been committed against political parties, with Voluntad Popular 

being the most affected. Such persecution has been centered on its National Coordinator, 

Leopoldo López, but it has also been extended to an important number of leaders and 

militants, regardless of the hierarchy they might occupy within the political organization.  

The common element of persecution against these political leaders is the hatred 

contained in the language, symbols and videos used by President Maduro and ƻǘƘŜǊ Dƻ±Ωǎ 

high level officials. Recently, PSUV -specifically, the members of Juventud del PSUV (PSUV 

youth activists)280- has been pushing a hatred campaign against Leopoldo Lƽᴚpez using 

manufactured videos with images of the ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŀōƭŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ŎŀǊǘƻƻƴ άthe Simpsons,έ 

using specifically the Sideshow Bob character -the famous villain of the comic- to 

represent Lƽᴚpez, who is called Leopoldo Patiño in these videos and is linked to plans for 

coups and assassinations. In various scenes, Leopoldo Patiño appears with a tattoo of the 

Nazi swastika; in other scenes he is presented reading the book Mein Kampf by Adolf 

Hitler, in a prison cell named Ramo Verde, in reference to the prison where Leopoldo 

López is currently arbitrarily arrested281. This comic is an audiovisual resource mainly 

directed to Venezuelan youth. Its purpose is no other than to indoctrinate and plant 

hatred against Leopoldo López and his political party Voluntad Popular.  

III. Underling acts constituting crimes against humanity. Additions 

to The Request 

In order to complement The Request, relevant information will be developed and 

updated, and additional information will be provided in this Chapter. Therefore, situations 

that may constitute crimes against humanity, pursuant to the Rome Statute, shall be 

identified, aiming to determine the relevant individual criminal liability and the alleged 

victims and perpetrators.  

                                                           
280 PSUV website: [Online] Available from: http://juventud.psuv.org.ve [Accessed 28 June 2016] 
281 To the present date, four videos have been released: Chapter 1: Próxima salida Ramo Verde. Youtube. 13 
April 2016 [Online] Available from: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XgH0vsAfw0E [Accessed 21 June, 
2016]; Chapter 2: Desde Ramo Verde con un show. Youtube. 20 April 2016 [Online] Available from: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zo-opSrpCFY [Accessed 21 June 2016]; Chapter 3: Gracias Medios de 
Comunicación. Youtube. 27 April 2016 Online] Available from:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MjHFsQ3ElCo [Accessed 21 June 2016]; Chapter 4: Sin Salida en Ramo 
Verde. Youtube. 11 May 2016 [Online] Available from:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FzHlzbs50Lk 
[Accessed 21 June, 2016] 

http://juventud.psuv.org.ve/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XgH0vsAfw0E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zo-opSrpCFY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MjHFsQ3ElCo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FzHlzbs50Lk


 75 

Part of the crimes described hereinafter were committed, as it was described in The 

Request, in the context of a largely peaceful uprising by unarmed civilians, which started 

in early February 2014. Likewise, some of the crimes described in this Chapter have been 

committed from the moment when The Request was submitted before the ICC Office of 

the Prosecutor to the present (i.e. from 10 November, 2015 to 15 May, 2016), supporting 

the evidence that there is an ongoing state policy intended to perpetrate systematic and 

widespread attacks against the civilian population perceived as dissidents or as blocking 

ǘƘŜ Dƻ±Ωǎ intention to retain power indefinitely. 

The significant amount of corroborated open source information available confirms that 

the incidents already presented in The Request, and those that shall be presented 

hereinafter, meet the threshold for constituting at least the crimes against humanity of: 

a) Murder, pursuant to Article 7(a); 

b) Imprisonment or other severe deprivation of physical liberty in violation of fundamental 

rules of international law, pursuant to Article 7(e); 

c) Torture, pursuant to Article 7(f); 

d) Persecution against any identifiable group on political grounds, pursuant to Article 7 

(h);  

e) Other inhumane acts of a similar character intentionally causing great suffering, or 

serious injury to body or to mental or physical health, pursuant to Article 7 (k); and, 

f) Deportation or forcible transfer of population, pursuant to Article 7 (d) of the Rome 

Statute. 

A. Murder as a crime against humanity 

1. Murder of a bystander during att acks against ǳƴŀǊƳŜŘ ŎƛǾƛƭƛŀƴǎΩ 

demonstrations 

The GoVΩǎ security forces, acting together with pro-government armed paramilitaries, 

were reported to have triggered the violence that arose during the protests that started 

on February 2014, by indiscriminately attacking entire demonstrations, and in some cases 

bystanders282. The attacks against demonstrators did not stop until all the civilians cleared 

the areas. The national security forces and the pro-government armed paramilitaries 

                                                           
282 Human Rights Watch (2014): tǳƴƛǎƘŜŘ ŦƻǊ tǊƻǘŜǎǘƛƴƎΥ wƛƎƘǘǎ ±ƛƻƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ±ŜƴŜȊǳŜƭŀΩǎ {ǘǊŜŜǘǎΣ 5ŜǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ 

Centers, and Justice System. 22 March, 2014 [Online] Available from: 
https://www.hrw.org/report/2014/05/05/punished-protesting/rights-violations-venezuelas-streets-
detention-centers-and [Accessed 5 May, 2016]. Observatorio Venezolano de Conflictividad Social (2014): 
Conflictividad social en Venezuela en 2014 [Online] Available from: 
http://www.observatoriodeconflictos.org.ve/oc/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/Conflictividad-en-
Venezuela-2014.pdf [Accessed 5 May, 2016].  
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systematically chased demonstrators into residential areas, attacking civilians on the 

streets and inside homes, in their own neighborhoods or in those where demonstrators 

were trying to escape to. In order to protect their integrity and to prevent members of 

security forces and pro-government armed paramilitaries from entering their 

neighborhoods and their homes, some communities set barricades. However, such 

barricades were sometimes forcefully cleared by means of disproportionate use of force.  

On 23 March 2014, Adriana Urquiola -a sign language interpreter that worked at a 

national TV station- was murdered after receiving two gunshots. She was 28 years old and 

had seven months of pregnancy. While a protest was taking place in a barricade located in 

an area in Miranda state, she got off a bus, along with another woman -who was injured 

by a gunshot in the arm- when she was shot283. Both wowmen were reportedly shot by a 

Ƴŀƴ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ŀ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜΣ ǿƘƻ ƛƴǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ άǎŎŀǘǘŜǊ ŀ ǇǊƻǘŜǎǘέ284, and who fired at least 

eight times against the demonstrators285. It was subsequently determined that the 

murderer of Urquiola was Jhonny Bolívar Jiménez. After remaining fugitive for 448 days286, 

on June 2014, INTERPOL arrested Bolívar in Colombia -to where he had run away, after 

escaping from detention in CICPCΩǎ headquarters, in Caracas287. He admitted the crime 

after his detention288 and was convicted to 17 years for homicide, and misuse and illegal 

possession of a firearm289.  
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varela-en-el-ministerio-de-servicio-penitenciario/ [Accessed 12 May, 2016]. 
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287 El Nacional (2014): άaƛ ƛƴǘŜƴŎƛƽƴ ƴƻ ŦǳŜ ƳŀǘŀǊ ŀ ƴŀŘƛŜϦ. 30 March, 2014 [Online] Available from: 
 http://www.el -nacional.com/sucesos/ADRIANA_urquiola-NUEVOS-TEQUES-YONNY_0_381561907.html 
[Accessed 14 May, 2016]. 
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Bolívar has been accused of having ties with the GoV290 which would have allowed him to 

dodge the Venezuelan justice, being repeatedly released -in spite of being charged, 

convicted and imprisoned for the serious crimes he has committed- and to remain out of 

Lb¢9wth[Ωǎ ǊŜŘ ƭƛǎǘ ŦƻǊ ƻǾŜǊ ŀ ȅŜŀǊΣ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ƭŜŦǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ŀǎ ŀ ŦǳƎƛǘƛǾŜ291. He has large 

criminal records and also has favorable judicial decisions that have allowed him to be 

freed. It has been reported he had PNB credentials and identified himself as part of the 

Minister of Penitentiary Affairs -Iris Valera- trusted staff, which she later denied292. A 

source from this Ministry affirmed he has worked as intelligence director in such office293. 

He usurped an Air Force pilot title and has been convicted for kidnapping. He was also 

accused of being one of the leaders of a prison massacre -Uribana- on September 2014294. 

Nevertheless, he was released after an alleged reprieve was issued by the Ministry of 

Penitentiary Affairs, in his favor295. He has also been linked to General Hugo Carvajal -a 

retired General allegedly linked to drug trafficking and currently a PSUV National Assembly 

deputy. 

2. Violence during the parliamentary campaign: Murder of a political 

activist 

During the parliamentary campaign, ǘƘŜ Dƻ±Ωǎ ǘƘǊŜŀǘǎΣ ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǇŜǊǎŜŎǳǘƛƻƴΣ 

recurrent since February 2014, were intensified before, during and after the election. 

Several campaign activities carried out by the political opposition terminated when 

hooded groups of people, dressed in red, fired gunshots against them296. During all this 

ǘƛƳŜΣ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ aŀŘǳǊƻΩǎ ǾƛƻƭŜƴǘ ǎǇŜŜŎƘ ǿŀǎ Ŏƻƴǎǘŀƴǘ and worsened while the election 

date approached.  
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While the parliamentary campaign was in process, several violent incidents were carried 

out against the political opposition. Some of the most prominent attacks were carried out 

against the political leader Henrique Capriles -in which gunshots were involved- and the 

threats, harassment and shoot-outs against Lilian Tintori -[ŜƻǇƻƭŘƻ [ƻǇŜȊΩǎ ǿƛŦŜ- and 

a¦5Ωǎ ŎŀƴŘƛŘŀǘŜs -currently National Assembly deputies- Miguel Pizarro and Richard 

Blanco297. 

Verbal threats certainly lead to physical violence against dissidents, especially those 

involved in the opposition campaign for the parliament, and resulted in the death of Luis 

Manuel Díaz, a member of AD -an opposition party, member of MUD. Díaz was murdered 

while he was in a stage with Lilian Tintori, during a campaign activity in favor of opposition 

parties, on 25 November, 2015, in Guárico state. Earlier that day, Tintori reported violent 

actions against them took place. In the middle of the activity, unknown people threw 

stones against Tintori and other participants. At the end of it, when the activists were 

leaving the stage, at least 10 gunshots were heard. People started to run and witnesses 

saw Díaz, gunshot wounded, being carried in arms and taken to the hospital, where he 

died due to the seriousness of his injuries298.  

Díaz had been appointed by the CNE as a member of a table were ballots would be 

ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǇŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴΦ !5Ωǎ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ DŜƴŜǊŀƭΣ IŜƴǊȅ wŀƳƻǎ !ƭƭǳǇ -the 

current President of the National Assembly- denounced Díaz had been shot in the head by 

people involved with PSUV, who fired their guns from a car during the aforementioned 

activity299Φ IŜ Ƙŀǎ ŀǎǎǳǊŜŘ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǇǊƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǳǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ 5ƝŀȊΩǎ 

ƳǳǊŘŜǊŜǊ ŀƴŘ άǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘέ300. 

¢ƘŜ Řŀȅ ōŜŦƻǊŜ 5ƝŀȊΩǎ ƳǳǊŘŜǊΣ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ǿŜŜƪƭȅ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΣ ƳŀƴŘŀǘƻǊȅ ōǊƻŀŘŎŀǎǘ ƻƴ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 

television, President Maduro threatened the political opposition suggesting they should 

pray to have peace and tranquility, otherwise, they would go to the streets, where they 
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are άcandanga con burundangaέ -a local expression used to define an aggressive or 

dangerous attitude301. 

¢ƘŜ Dƻ±Ωǎ strategy was discrediting the victim and blaming third parties for his murder -an 

official reaction that has become usual, a detected pattern, after incidents like this occur. 

It is also usual that high-level officials, most of them the heads of different political 

branches -which should be independent- communicate the same version of the facts, after 

an incident like this occurΦ ¢ƘŜ tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ 5ŜŦŜƴŘŜǊ -Tarek William Saab- stated authorities 

ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƛƳŜ ƳƻǘƛǾŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ άǎŜǘǘƭƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǎŎƻǊŜǎέΣ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǳƴƛƻƴ ŎƻƴŦƭƛŎǘǎΣ ŀ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ 

ōŀŎƪŜŘ ōȅ aŀŘǳǊƻΦ CƻǊƳŜǊ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ !ǎǎŜƳōƭȅΩǎ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ and PSUV Vice-President -

Diosdado Cabello- said the attacks reported by oppositions activists were staged and 

ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ άŜƴŜƳƛŜǎέ 302. Other official versions tried to implicate 

Díaz as a gang member, explaining his murder as the product of a revenge and motivated 

by otƘŜǊ ƎŀƴƎΩǎ ƛƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ άŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀέ303. According to a statement issued by the 

hDtΣ ŀŦǘŜǊ 5ƝŀȊΩǎ ƳǳǊŘŜǊ, three men were arrested304 and charged with contract killing, 

crime conspiracy and life threatening injury305; however, more details have not been 

released. The General Prosecutor has repeated the official version about the crime 

motive, emphasizing it was not political but union conflicts-related 306. 

¦b!{¦wΩǎ 9ƭŜŎǘƻǊŀƭ aƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƛƴ ±ŜƴŜȊǳŜƭŀ issued a statement regarding this incident and 

called upon the national authorities in order for them to carry out an exhaustive 

investigation307 and so did the OAS and Amnesty International. OASΩ Secretary General 
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http://www.el-nacional.com/politica/Luis-Manuel-Diaz-AD-asesinado_0_745725605.html


 80 

stressed that this event ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ŀƴ άƛǎƻƭŀǘŜŘ ŜǇƛǎƻŘŜΣ ǎƛƴŎŜ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƻǘher attacks 

carried out againsǘ ƻǇǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǎǘǎΣ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ƛƴǘŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƛƴǘƛƳƛŘŀǘŜ ǘƘŜƳέ 

ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ άǘƘŜ ƳǳǊŘŜǊ ƻŦ ŀ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǎǘ ƛǎ a mortal wound against democracyέ. 

Amnesty International stated Díaz murder offers ŀ άǘŜǊǊƛŦȅƛƴƎ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ Ƙuman 

rights situaǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ±ŜƴŜȊǳŜƭŀέ ŀƴŘ ǳǊƎŜŘ ǘƘŜ Dƻ± ǘƻ ŎŀǊǊȅ ƻǳǘ ŀƴ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƻǘƘŜǊǿƛǎŜΣ 

more violence would arise308. 

3. Extrajudicial executions during OLP deployments 

PROVEA and HRW reported 20 alleged extrajudicial executions occurred during OLP 

massive raids in Caracas and three other states -Nueva Esparta, Zulia and Mérida- in 

2015309. From July 2015 to February 2016, 245 people were murdered during OLP 

deployments executed by SEBIN, CICPC, PNB and state-level police officers, along with 

GNBΩǎ ŀƎŜƴǘǎ310. OLPs have continued during 2016, and though no accurate figures have 

been released -sometimes, no figures at all- at least 50 people were allegedly killed in 

Zulia alone311.  

PROVEA and HRW conducted an investigation based on accusations indicating that the 

death by gunshots of 20 persons, during OLP raids, were allegedly caused by extrajudicial 

executions. Most of them occurred during small hours of the morning, after national 

security forces supposedly took several persons from their houses and looted them. The 

last time the victims were seen, they ǿŜǊŜ ǳƴŘŜǊ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊǎΩ ŎǳǎǘƻŘȅΤ ŀŦǘŜǊǿŀǊŘǎ ǘƘŜȅ 

appeared dead. Witnesses affirmed some of the victims were shot at a point-blank range. 

Victims and relatives have also stressed judicial remedies have been denied to them312.   

The following are some of the extrajudicial execution cases documented by PROVEA and 

HRW: 

                                                           
308 BBC Mundo: Venezuela: denuncian muerte a tiros del político opositor Luis Manuel Díaz durante mitin 
electoral en Altagracia de Orituco. 26 November, 2015. [Online] Available from: 
http://www.bbc.com/mundo/noticias/2015/11/151125_venezuela_muerto_campana_electoral_altagracia_
de_orituco_aw.shtml [Accessed 22 May, 2016].  
309 мм ƻǳǘ ƻŦ нл ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŎŀǎŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŜŘ ƛƴ twh±9! ŀƴŘ Iw²Ωǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ, while 9 of them were widely 
spread by national media. None of the organizations is able to determine whether the victims had 
committed crimes, but rather intends to determine whether their Human Rights were violated and 
authorities acted in compliance with the law. 
310Asamblea Nacional (2016): Informe Anual 2015 [Online] Available from: 
http://www.mp.gob.ve/c/document_library/get_file?uuid=010ba734-247c-4da1-859f-
1ae55772d7b5&groupId=10136 [Accessed 11 May, 2016].  
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abatidos-en-enero-durante-OLP-en-el-Zulia-20160129-0051.html [Accessed 12 May, 2016].  
312 Human Rights Watch (2016): Poder sin límites: Redadas policiales y militares en comunidades populares y 
de inmigrantes en Venezuela. 4 April, 2016 [Online] Available from: 
https://www.hrw.org/es/report/2016/04/04/poder-sin-limites/redadas-policiales-y-militares-en-
comunidades-populares-y-de [Accessed 23 April, 2016]. 
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(i) Ángel Torrealba  

As reported by PROVEA and HRW, on 17 August, 2015, 456 members of security forces -

commanded by Admiral Víctor Ortiz313- carried out an OLP raid in Villa Zoita -a 

neighborhood located in Margarita, Nueva Esparta state- ŀƛƳƛƴƎ ŀǘ άŦǊŜŜƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜέΣ 

according to the Ministry of Interior, Justice and Peace -Gustavo González López- although 

he failed to explain what they were being freed from314. 

Authorities later indicated that first need products, on short supply in the country, were 

άǊŜŎƻǾŜǊŜŘέ315. However, witnesses accused security agents of committing one 

extrajudicial execution, beating people temporarily detained and looting more than 170 

houses -stealing food, televisions, air conditioning and fans- while the raid took place. In 

spite of this, Nueva Esparta governor -Carlos Mata Figueroa- stated the operation was 

executed with severity but absolutely respecting human rights, recognizing, though, that a 

ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǿŀǎ άǘŀƪŜƴ Řƻǿƴ ǿƘŜƴ ŎƻƴŦǊƻƴǘƛƴƎ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ŀƎŜƴǘǎέ316. 

Olga Meza, a Villa Zoita resident, described to HRW the terrifying experience she and her 

family lived that night. At around 2:30 am, approximately five agents dressed in black and 

face-covered, showing CICPC batches, broke into her house, while she, her husband and 

two of her sons -aged 16 and six- were sleeping, and her 19-year-old daughter was 

breastfeeding her six-month-old baby. The agents forced the couple out of their bed; her 

husband was forced to remain against the floor, where he was beaten and death- 

threatened, while Olga was forced to stand in the hall, against the wall, while an agent put 

pressure against her stomach, with his knee, and placed a gun in her mouth. While on this 

positioƴΣ hƭƎŀ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎŜŘ Ƙƻǿ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŀƎŜƴǘ ǾƛƻƭŜƴǘƭȅ ōǊƻƪŜ ƛƴǘƻ ƘŜǊ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΩǎ ǊƻƻƳΣ 

beating and kicking her, and taking the baby with them. The agent holding Olga then 

ŦƻǊŎŜŘ ƘŜǊ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ǿƘƛƭŜ ŀ /L/t/ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊ ǿŀƭƪŜŘ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ƘŜǊ ǎƻƴǎΩ ǊƻƻƳ ŀƴŘ ŦƛǊŜŘ ŦƻǳǊ 

gunshots, murdering her 16-year-old son, Ángel Joel Torrealba. Olga explained HRW how 

she saw the agent looking at her dead ǎƻƴΩǎ ŦŀŎŜ, and then turning his face at the agent 

holding Olga, with a sort of disappointed expression, like indicating Ángel was not the 

                                                           
313 El Sol de Margarita (2015): Familiares de joven muerto en Villa Zoíta denuncian hostigamiento. 23 
September, 2015 [Online] Available from: 
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314 Human Rights Watch (2016): Poder sin límites: Redadas policiales y militares en comunidades populares y 
de inmigrantes en Venezuela. 4 April, 2016 [Online] Available from: 
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comunidades-populares-y-de [Accessed 23 April, 2016]. 
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person agents were looking for. Later on, neighbors said that while the raid was being 

practiced, agents asked if they knew a 22-year-old man named Ángel Rodríguez -i.e. a 

ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ hƭƎŀΩǎ ǎƻƴ ǎŀƳŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ name, but with a different family name and age317.  

After killing Ángel, agents forced Olga and the rest of the family to leave the house. She 

ƘŜŀǊŘ ƳƻǊŜ ƎǳƴǎƘƻǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƴ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊ ǎƘƻǳǘƛƴƎΥ άŀ ŎƻƴŦǊƻƴǘŀǘƛƻƴΗ IŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ ƎǳƴΗέΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ 

matches the official version according to which the person killed during this OLP raid died 

after an armed άconfrontation with authoritiesέ. However, Olga explained HRW that she 

believes agents did that in order to cover their crime, staging his son attacked them. 

!ōƻǳǘ ƻƴŜ ƘƻǳǊ ƭŀǘŜǊΣ hƭƎŀ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎŜŘ ǘǿƻ Db. ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭǎ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ ǎƻƴΩǎ ōody out of the 

house. At around 3:30 am, Olga, her six-year-old son, her daughter and her baby were 

forced to get into a vehicle, where three GNB officials took them, with another neighbor, 

to a forest where they were forced to stay against the ground. For approximately two 

hours, they were insulted, beaten and threatened with a gun. At around 5:00 am, the 

custody agents moved away for eating, and the three women decided to run away; Olga 

took her son, her daughter took the baby and they ran for about one kilometer. Olga said 

she heard gunshots, but she was not able to affirm whether they were against them or in 

the air318. 

When Olga went to the morgue, she was told the only body they had corresponded to a 

22-year-old man. She insisted and an official showed her a picture in which Olga 

ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜŘ ƘŜǊ ǎƻƴΦ Iw² ƘŀŘ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ŀ 5ŜŀǘƘ /ŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳǎ !ƴƎŜƭΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ 

by gunshots. Olga filed a complaint before the Nueva Esparta Prosecution Office; 

ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ /hC!±L/Ωǎ ŀǘǘƻǊƴŜȅ -who is assisting Olga- informed no relevant steps have 

ōŜŜƴ ǘŀƪŜƴ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ #ƴƎŜƭΩǎ ƳǳǊŘŜǊ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƛƻƴΦ hƭƎŀ ǊŜǾŜŀƭŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŦƛƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

complaint, she and some neighbors -who have openly spoken about the crime- have been 

harassed by security agents: vehicles with agents have passed ƛƴ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ hƭƎŀΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜΤ ǎƘŜ 

and other relatives have been intercepted and frisked in operations where no one else, 

but them, were searched; she has been followed and has been threatened with eviction -

the neighborhood where they live was built by the Go±Φ #ƴƎŜƭΩǎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜǎ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ 

other victims that night, but neighbors are scared to tell their stories after what happened 

to Olga and her family319Φ ¢ƘŜȅ ŀƭǎƻ ŀŦŦƛǊƳŜŘ ǘƘŜȅ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎǘƻǊȅΣ ŀŦǘŜǊ #ƴƎŜƭΩǎ 
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image has been stained by Admiral Ortiz and Governor Mata Figueroa, who -according to 

relatives- have implied Ángel was a thug320Φ hƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴΣ ǘƘŜ Dƻ±Ωǎ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ŀƴ 

incident where an innocent person is killed, is discrediting the victim and relating him to 

criminal activities, as if such fact -even when real, though it does not seem to be the case- 

justified the commission of an extrajudicial execution. 

(ii) Jonathan Luis Olivares Calixto and Jorge Luis Olivares Calixto 

On 14 September, 2015 more than 400 ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ŦƻǊŎŜǎΩ agents -commaƴŘŜŘ ōȅ ½ǳƭƛŀΩǎ 

Bolivarian Police director, General Carlos Luis Sánchez Vargas- carried out an OLP raid in 

Santa Rosa de Agua, a neighborhood located in Maracaibo, in Zulia state321. As early as 

5:19 a.mΣ ½ǳƭƛŀΩǎ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊ -Francisco Arias Cárdenas- tweeted that the purpose of the 

operation was giving the people back άǇŜŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀƴǉǳƛƭƛǘȅέΦ [ŀǘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ŘŀȅΣ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ŀ 

press conference, he stated OLP had achieved the disarmament of criminal groups322. 

Likewise, General Sánchez Vargas, ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ½ǳƭƛŀΩǎ /L/t/ ŘƛǊŜŎtor -inspector Daniel 

Landaeta- briefed about this operation, confirming that 410 officials participated -of which 

нрл ǿŜǊŜ ŦǊƻƳ Db.Σ ул ŦǊƻƳ /L/t/ ŀƴŘ ул ŦǊƻƳ ½ǳƭƛŀΩǎ .ƻƭƛǾŀǊƛŀƴ tƻƭƛŎŜ323. 

According to the official report, five men were killed after confronting authorities - 

Eduardo Luis Molero Ortega, Héctor José García Ortega324, Néstor Luis García Guerra, 

Jonathan Luis Olivares Calixto and his brother, Jorge Luis Olivares Calixto. Although four of 

them did not have criminal and/or judicial records, General Sánchez Vargas stated they 
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were all allegedly part of a gang dedicated to car theft and extortion325, a version strongly 

denied by relatives326.  

PROVEA and HRW, however, gathered testimonies according to which law enforcement 

agents allegedly committed abuses during raids, such as theft, violent and unauthorized 

forced entries in houses, and extrajudicial executions. Zulia State Commission on Human 

Rights (CODHEZ) -a local Human Rights NGO- reported five deaths during this operation327, 

as well as violent actions against civilians, carried out by GNB, CICPC and state-level police 

officers 328. 

Yamileth Karina Núñez Morillo presented her written testimony ōŜŦƻǊŜ ½ǳƭƛŀΩǎ tǊƻǎŜŎǳǘƛƻƴ 

Office, about how his husband was victim of an extrajudicial execution. Around 4:00 am, 

she and her husband -Jonathan Luis Olivares- heard noises and gunshots from people 

trying to break into their house. Since they thought those people were criminals, they 

rushed to the bathroom, taking their four-year-old daughter with them. Then, they heard 

a voice in the hall, ordering them to get out of the bathroom, and they found about 25 

officers pointing guns at them. They ordered Jonathan to crawl to the living-room, where 

they tried to confirm his identity. Yamileth approached to ask what was happening and 

was pulled by the hair and pushed out, along with her daughter. Later, she heard gunshots 

but was not allowed to get in the house. A CICPC white van parked in front of her house 

and left. Hours later, when agents left, Yamileth got in her house; she could not find his 

husband and there were blood trails on the living-room. Many of their belongings were no 

ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ ŜƛǘƘŜǊΦ wŜƭŀǘƛǾŜǎ ŦƻǳƴŘ WƻƴŀǘƘŀƴΩǎ ōƻŘȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊƎǳŜΦ ¸ŀƳƛƭŜǘƘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǎ Ƙƛǎ 

husband was executed in the living-room and his body was taken in the white van329. 

9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘ /ƻǊƻƳƻǘƻ bŀǾŀ DŀǊŎƝŀ ŀƭǎƻ ƎŀǾŜ ƘŜǊ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ǘŜǎǘƛƳƻƴȅ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ½ǳƭƛŀΩǎ 

tǊƻǎŜŎǳǘƛƻƴ hŦŦƛŎŜΣ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ -WƻǊƎŜ hƭƛǾŀǊŜǎ /ŀƭƛȄǘƻΣ WƻƴŀǘƘŀƴΩǎ 

                                                           
325 La Verdad (2105): La matanza policial se extiende a Santa Rosa.20 June, 2016 [Online] Available from:  
http://www.laverdad.com/sucesos/82857-la-matanza-policial-se-extiende-a-santa-rosa.html [Accessed 11 
May, 2016]. 
326 La Verdad (2105): La matanza policial se extiende a Santa Rosa. 20 June, 2016 [Online] Available from:  
http://www.laverdad.com/sucesos/82857-la-matanza-policial-se-extiende-a-santa-rosa.html [Accessed 11 
May, 2016]. 
327 !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ bŜƭƛŀ hǊǘŜƎŀΩǎ testimony, his son Héctor was killed in his room, after officials ordered him to 
run. She also said officials removed one of the mattresses, while the other was full of blood. She reported 
officers stole them money, accessories, uniforms, milk and other valuable objects that could serve as 
evidence. Radio Fe y Alegría (2015): OLP dejó 5 personas muertas en Maracaibo. 14 September, 2015 
[Online] Available from: http://www.radiofeyalegrianoticias.net/sitio/2015/09/olp-dejo-5-personas-
muertas-en-maracaibo/ [Accessed 11 May, 2016]. 
328 CODHEZ (2015): Informe sobre despliegue de la Operación Liberación y Protección del Pueblo (OLP) en el 
Estado Zulia. This report was given to HRW in Caracas, on 5 November, 2015. A copy of it is kept with HRW 
records. 
329 Human Rights Watch (2016): Poder sin límites: Redadas policiales y militares en comunidades populares y 
de inmigrantes en Venezuela. 4 April, 2016 [Online] Available from: 
https://www.hrw.org/es/report/2016/04/04/poder-sin-limites/redadas-policiales-y-militares-en-
comunidades-populares-y-de [Accessed 11 May, 2016]. 
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http://www.laverdad.com/sucesos/82857-la-matanza-policial-se-extiende-a-santa-rosa.html
http://www.radiofeyalegrianoticias.net/sitio/2015/09/olp-dejo-5-personas-muertas-en-maracaibo/
http://www.radiofeyalegrianoticias.net/sitio/2015/09/olp-dejo-5-personas-muertas-en-maracaibo/
https://www.hrw.org/es/report/2016/04/04/poder-sin-limites/redadas-policiales-y-militares-en-comunidades-populares-y-de
https://www.hrw.org/es/report/2016/04/04/poder-sin-limites/redadas-policiales-y-militares-en-comunidades-populares-y-de


 85 

ōǊƻǘƘŜǊΦ !ŦǘŜǊ ǊŜŎŜƛǾƛƴƎ ¸ŀƳƛƭŜǘƘΩǎ ŎŀƭƭΣ WƻǊƎŜ ǘƻƭŘ ƘŜǊ ǿƛŦŜ to lock inside their house with 

their two-year-old and nine-year-old daughters. Elizabeth hid inside the bathroom and 

heard gunshots and people breaking in. She and her daughters were then forced to go to 

the living-room. She heard one gunshot again and the voice of his husband, groaning. 

Agents left after she was held for about four hours in the living-room. She also witnessed 

how officers destroyed some of their belongings and drank their beverages. Her wallet 

was open and some money was missing330.  

Jorge ŀƴŘ WƻƴŀǘƘŀƴΩǎ ǎƛǎǘŜǊ -Elvimar Olivares- heard a neighbor saying agents were 

carrying Jorge, still alive. She later ŦƻǳƴŘ ƘŜǊ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊǎΩ ōƻŘƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊƎǳŜΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ 

ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊǎ ǘƻƭŘ ƘŜǊ άǘƘŜ /L/t/ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƛǎ ƭŀǊƎŜέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ōŜǘǊŀȅ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΦ Iw² ŀƴŘ 

CODHEZ found out the OGP had started two investigations, but none of them had given 

effective responses ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŎǘƛƳǎΩ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜǎ331. 

 (iii) Other alleged extrajudicial executions 

Iw² ŀƴŘ twh±9!Ωǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎ мм ŎŀǎŜǎ ƻŦ ŜȄǘǊŀƧǳŘƛŎƛŀƭ ŜȄŜŎǳǘƛƻƴǎΣ ŀŦǘŜǊ 

exaƳƛƴƛƴƎ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎŜǎΩ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎŜǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅΣ and consulting 

multiple sources related to the facts. Nine other cases were widely spread by national 

media. 

ü On 13 July, 2015, the Minister of Interior, Justice and Peace -Gustavo González 

López- ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ мп άŎǊƛƳƛƴŀƭǎέ ƘŀŘ ŘƛŜŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŎƻƴŦǊƻƴǘƛƴƎ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘƛŜǎΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ŀƴ 

OLP took place in Cota 905, in Caracas. Relatives of at least four of the victims told 

the media that the victims were taken alive and were later found dead in the 

morgue332. 

ü On 29 August, 2015, during an OLP raid carried out in Naguanagua, Carabobo 

state, 21-year-old Yoel Eduardo Páez and 19-year-old Jonathan Ronaldo Páez 

where shot by security agents, while they were running away from them, 

ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜǎΩ ǘŜǎǘƛmonies. They were not allowed to see their bodies333  

                                                           
330 Human Rights Watch (2016): Poder sin límites: Redadas policiales y militares en comunidades populares y 
de inmigrantes en Venezuela. 4 April, 2016 [Online] Available from: 
https://www.hrw.org/es/report/2016/04/04/poder-sin-limites/redadas-policiales-y-militares-en-
comunidades-populares-y-de [Accessed 11 May, 2016]. 
331 Human Rights Watch (2016): Poder sin límites: Redadas policiales y militares en comunidades populares y 
de inmigrantes en Venezuela. 4 April, 2016 [Online] Available from: 
https://www.hrw.org/es/report/2016/04/04/poder-sin-limites/redadas-policiales-y-militares-en-
comunidades-populares-y-de [Accessed 11 May, 2016].  
332 It is the case of Edison Alcalá. Human Rights Watch (2016): Poder sin límites: Redadas policiales y 
militares en comunidades populares y de inmigrantes en Venezuela. 4 April, 2016 [Online] Available from: 
https://www.hrw.org/es/report/2016/04/04/poder-sin-limites/redadas-policiales-y-militares-en-
comunidades-populares-y-de [Accessed 11 May, 2016]. 
333 Human Rights Watch (2016): Poder sin límites: Redadas policiales y militares en comunidades populares y 
de inmigrantes en Venezuela. 4 April, 2016 [Online] Available from: 
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ü On 31 August, 2015, during an OLP deployment carried out in Bolívar state, GNB 

officials supposedly broke into a house and arrested 14-year-old Luis José Márquez 

Cedeño. According to his mother, this was the last time he was seen alive. A 

witness saw he was taken alive, but his body was later found334. 

ü On 3 September, 2015, during an OLP raid carried out in Puerto La Cruz, 

Anzoátegui state, 23-year-old Héctor Luis Díaz Zerpa was allegedly killed when, 

intimidated by the operation, he ran seeking a place to protect himself, according 

ǘƻ ƘŜǊ ǎƛǎǘŜǊΩǎ ǘŜǎǘƛƳƻƴȅΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ǊŀǘƛŦƛŜŘ ōȅ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ 

states he opened fire against officials335. 

ü On 11 September, 2015, five people died in Mérida state, according to its Governor 

- Alexis Ramírez- during an OLP raid carried out by 117 law enforcement agents. 

Along with MéridaΩǎ /L/t/ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ at that time -Jorge Zambrano- Governor 

wŀƳƝǊŜȊ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŎǘƛƳǎ ǿŜǊŜ άŎǊƛƳƛƴŀƭǎέΤ part of a criminal group. In an 

interview with HRW, a human rights activist -who did not identify out of fear- said 

two of the victims were allegedly killed after agents violently broke in their houses 

ŀǘ пΥлл ŀƳΦ ¢ƘŜ ǾƛŎǘƛƳǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŀƎŜƴǘǎΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŎǘƛƳǎΩ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜǎ ǿŜǊe 

held apart, in a different room, from which they heard gunshots. Firefighters tried 

to safe one of the wounded victims, but CICPC officers reportedly pointed guns at 

them, preventing them from assisting the victim, who later died in the hospital. 

After the other victim was killed, CICPC agents told the relatives he was part of a 

gang and had died after an άarmed confrontationέ336.  

ü On 8 October, 2015, during an OLP deployment carried out in Barquisimeto, Lara 

state, 27-year-old Kellber Giovanny Mogollón and 21-year-old Wilmer Alexander 

Suárez were allegedly killed by enforcement agents, inside their houses, putting up 

                                                                                                                                                                                 
https://www.hrw.org/es/report/2016/04/04/poder-sin-limites/redadas-policiales-y-militares-en-
comunidades-populares-y-de [Accessed 11 May, 2016]. 
334 Human Rights Watch (2016): Poder sin límites: Redadas policiales y militares en comunidades populares y 
de inmigrantes en Venezuela. 4 April, 2016 [Online] Available from: 
https://www.hrw.org/es/report/2016/04/04/poder-sin-limites/redadas-policiales-y-militares-en-
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335 Human Rights Watch (2016): Poder sin límites: Redadas policiales y militares en comunidades populares y 
de inmigrantes en Venezuela. 4 April, 2016 [Online] Available from: 
https://www.hrw.org/es/report/2016/04/04/poder-sin-limites/redadas-policiales-y-militares-en-
comunidades-populares-y-de [Accessed 11 May, 2016]. 
336 Human Rights Watch (2016): Poder sin límites: Redadas policiales y militares en comunidades populares y 
de inmigrantes en Venezuela. 4 April, 2016 [Online] Available from: 
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ƴƻ ǊŜǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜΣ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜǎΩ ǘŜǎǘƛƳƻƴƛŜǎΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴΣ 

again, was they died during άtwo different armed confrontationsέ337.  

ü On 14 October, 2015, during an OLP raid carried out in Anzoátegui and Sucre 

states, 25-year-old Luis Maita Ramos and 23-year-old Diómedes Morales Maita 

were allegedly killed by enforcement agents inside the house the brothers shared, 

putting up no ǊŜǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜΣ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜǎΩ ǘŜǎǘƛƳƻƴƛŜǎΦ hƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴΣ ǘƘŜ 

official version was they died as a result of an άarmed confrontationέ338. 

ü On 28 October, 2015, SEBIN, CICPC and PNB agents took part in an OLP in El 

Cementerio, in Caracas. A witness told HRW how agents violently broke into a 

ǾƛŎǘƛƳΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜΣ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ƘƛƳ ƪƴŜŜƭ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻƻǘƛƴƎ ƘƛƳΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŀƭǎƻ ǎǘƻƭŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ 

objects from the houses where they violently entered339. 

ü On 11 December, 2015, during an OLP raid carried out in Caracas, 17-year-old 

Gustavo Mariozzi Simanca was allegedly killed by enforcement agents who accused 

them of killing a PNB officer340.  

On 10 May, 2016, a new OLP raid was carried out in Caracas city, and in Miranda and 

Vargas states. The day after such operation took place, neighbors from the affected 

communities in Caracas denounced they had been victim of police abuse. They also 

reported that SEBIN agents killed two young men posing no threat, called Eider Yonari 

Gavidia Martínez and Winderson Johan Rivas Solórzano. As reported by neighbors, they 

were walking to the bakery store when agents told them to stop and then shot them. 

!ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ 9ƛŘŜǊΩǎ ŎƻǳǎƛƴΣ law enforcement agents prevented their relatives from 

assisting them, ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ǘǊƛŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘΣ ŀǊƎǳƛƴƎ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ άƪƛŘƴŀǇǇŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ 

criƳƛƴŀƭǎέ341.  

                                                           
337 Human Rights Watch (2016): Poder sin límites: Redadas policiales y militares en comunidades populares y 
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338 Human Rights Watch (2016): Poder sin límites: Redadas policiales y militares en comunidades populares y 
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As stated before, OLPs have firmly continued in 2016 throughout the country, evidencing 

such operations are part of a state policy intended to carry out systematic and widespread 

attacks against the civilian population. 

4. The Tumeremo massacred 

Although there is not a final number of victims -Américo De Grazia, an opposition deputy, 

insists a witness counted 28 bodies342- COFAVIC identified, preliminarily, 17 victims343, 

while the OGP initially identified 16 murdered victims and then stated there were 21 

disappeared344. 

10 days after the massacre, relatives and neighbors spread the names of the victims 

through their testimonies and wrote them in a placard hanging by their side, during their 

six-day demonstration, where 17 pictures were displayed, although some insist 28 people 

did not return to their homes. Most of the victims -aged from 19 to 36- where miners 

from Tumeremo -a small town located in Bolívar state- but in the list there are also one 

cook, a pregnant woman, and one gold buyer. Some of them were siblings345. 

These are the stories of some of the massacred victims, as reported by the national press:  

ü Mary Dalia Ruiz: She was 19 years old and had been a cook for five years -she used 

to go to the mines located at the south of Bolívar state for working as a cook. She 

used to go every day to the area close to the Atenas mine -where the massacre 

occurred. The day she was murdered, she went with her sister -Marielys Ruiz. 

When they did not return home that day, her mother, alarmed, feared something 

happened to them. 

                                                           
342 Runrunes (2016): !ƳŞǊƛŎƻ 5Ŝ DǊŀȊƛŀΥ 9ŦŜŎǘƛǾƻǎ ŘŜƭ /ƛŎǇŎ άŜǎŎƻƭǘŀǊƻƴέ ŎŀƳƛƽƴ ǉǳŜ ǘǊŀǎƭŀŘƽ ŀ ƳƛƴŜǊƻǎ 
asesinados. 15 March, 2016 [Online] Available from: 
 http://runrun.es/nacional/venezuela-2/253497/americo-de-grazia-efectivos-del-cicpc-escoltaron-camion-
que-traslado-a-mineros-asesinados.html [Accessed 22 April, 2016] 
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Romero, José Gregorio Romero, Cristóbal José Heredia Caña, Marydali -also identified as Mary Dalia- Ruiz 
Muñoz, Luis Díaz Guzmán, Armando/no family name, Jairo Rodríguez and Maenely -also identified as 
Marielys- Alejandra Ruiz. COFAVIC (2016): Venezuela: El Estado es responsable por desaparición de los 
mineros de Tumeremo. 14 March, 2016 [Online] Available from: 
 http://www.cofavic.org/venezuela-el-estado-es-responsable-por-desaparicion-de-los-mineros-de-
tumeremo/ [Accessed 27 April, 2016]. Runrunes also reported, as victims: Javier Cáceres Muñoz, Carlos José 
Carvajal Custodio, Roger Romero, José Carrasco. Runrunes (2016): Los rostros e historias detrás de la 
masacre de Tumeremo. 14 March, 2016 [Online] Available from: http://runrun.es/rr -es-plus/253250/los-
rostros-e-historias-detras-de-la-masacre-de-tumeremo.html [Accessed 27 April, 2016]. 
344 La Nación (2016): Venezuela: hallan asesinados a los mineros. 15 March, 2016 [Online] Available from: 
 http://www.lanacion.com.ar/1879734-venezuela-hallan-asesinados-a-los-mineros [Accessed 28 April, 
2016]. 
345 Runrunes (2016): Los rostros e historias detrás de la masacre de Tumeremo. 14 March, 2016 [Online] 
Available from: http://runrun.es/rr -es-plus/253250/los-rostros-e-historias-detras-de-la-masacre-de-
tumeremo.html [Accessed 27 April, 2016]. 
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ü Marielys Ruiz: She was a 22-year-old housewife, mother of a six-year-old child. For 

a week, she went to the mine with her sister, in order to cook with her. They both 

went in a motorcycle-taxi, whose driver also disappeared. 

ü José Ángel Montilla: The younger of Montilla brothers, he was 25 years old when 

he disappeared. After graduating from high school, he started working in the mine, 

where he used to go since he was a child. The day he was murdered, he went to 

work with his two brothers.  

ü Néstor de Jesús Ruiz Montilla: He was working in the mines since he was 18 years 

old -he was 31 when murdered. He had a partner and a 4-year-old son.  

ü José Armando Ruiz Montilla: He was a 27-year-old miner and had 10 children: the 

youngest aged three months and the oldest aged nine.  

ü José Greorio Nieves: He was a motorcycle-taxi driver and worked occasionally as a 

miner. The day he was murdered, he went to the mine to try to get some gold and 

sell it to pay outstanding debts. He had three children aged six, eight and 11.  

ü Ángel Ignacio Trejo Sosa: He was studying Laws and had worked at a layersΩ firm in 

Puerto Ordaz city. He was currently working in the gold business. 

ü Jesús Alfredo Aguinagalde: He was a miner since he was 15 years old. When he 

was murdered, he was 25 years old and had two children aged four and six.  

ü Javier Cáceres Muñoz: He had been working as a miner for four years and was 29 

years old when he was murdered. 

ü Carlos José Carvajal Custodio: He had been working as a miner for eight months 

and was 27 years old when he was murdered. He had five children aged between 

one and eight. 

ü Roger Romero: He was a miner since he was 13 years old and had been working in 

Atenas mine since December 2015. He had four children -the youngest aged two 

months and the oldest aged four years. 

ü Junior Romero Ara: The youngest of seven brothers, he had a five-month-old baby. 

He used to go twice a week to the mine and the day he was murdered he went 

with his brother. 

ü José Greorio Romero Ara: He had been working as a miner for a year. He was 20 

years old and had a six-month-old baby. 

ü José Carrasco: He had been working as a miner for two years but it was his first 

time in Atenas mine. He had six children -aged from seven to 19. 

ü Gustavo Guevara Aguinalde: He had been working in Atenas mine since December 

2015. He was 22 years old and had a seven-year-old child. A witness said he was 

ƪƛƭƭŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƴŜΩǎ ǇǊƻȄƛƳƛǘȅΣ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ 9ƭ ¢ƻǇƻΩǎ caravan, thinking 

those were the cars that would take the food to the miners.  

ü Luis Díaz Guzmán: He had stayed in the mine since March and was supposed to 

return the day he was murdered. He was 24 years old. 
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ü Cristóbal José Heredia Caña: He was 24 years old and had been a miner for several 

ȅŜŀǊǎΦ IŜ ǿŀǎ WŜǎǵǎ !ƭŦǊŜŘƻ !ƎǳƛƴŀƎŀƭŘŜΩǎ Ŏƻǳǎƛƴ346. 

 

B. Imprisonment as a crime against humanity 

1. Persons imprisoned for political reasons or as a consequence of dissent  

A few of the most notable cases of imprisonment arising from violations of due process, in 

the course of the Dƻ±Ωǎ policy to prevent, restrict, monitor and punish political dissent, 

include the following: 

 

(i) Women Imprisoned 

 

According to COFAVIC, the documented cases of human rights violations against women 

evidence a dramatic increase in the country (37%) where, historically, only 5% of them 

had been affected by human rights violations -some of these have occurred, since 

February 2014, during arbitrary detentions and arrests347. 

As it has been previously stated, among the women prisoners, arbitrarily arrested by the 

GoV, some have been released while ten remain imprisoned as at 15 May, 2016. In many 

cases, their processes have suffered from considerable judicial delays and other serious 

due process violations, and they have reported being victim of physical, mental and moral 

damage, as follows:  

                                                           
346Runrunes (2016): Los rostros e historias detrás de la masacre de Tumeremo. 14 March, 2016 [Online] 
Available from: http://runrun.es/rr -es-plus/253250/los-rostros-e-historias-detras-de-la-masacre-de-
tumeremo.html [Accessed 24 April, 2016]. Some relatives of the victims and survivors have decided not to 
speak out due to fear. The father of one of the victims said his son -who has 30 years old- was stopped in a 
checkpoint with the presence of El Topo, and CICPC and SEBIN officers. He got shot after he got nervous and 
Ǌŀƴ ŀǿŀȅΦ Iƛǎ ǎƻƴΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ŜǎŎŀǇŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƻƭŘ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŎǘƛƳΩǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘΣ ǿƘƻ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƻƭŘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ 
bodies of the victims passed through the town, escorted by CICPC officers. He decided to file a complaint but 
ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƻƭŘ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ŀ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎΦ Iƛǎ ǎƻƴΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ -the survivor- told him he feared for his life. Efecto Cocuyo 
(2016): El miedo silencia a familiares de las víctimas de la presunta masacre de Tumeremo 
 6 March, 2016 [Online] Available from: http://efectococuyo.com/efecto-cocuyo/miedo-silencia-familiares-
de-victimas-de-tumeremo [Accessed 12 May, 2016]. Correo del Caroní (2016): Protestantes en Tumeremo 
denuncian que mineros desaparecidos fueron masacrados. 5 March, 2016 [Online] Available from:  
http://www.correodelcaroni.com/index.php/cdad/item/42900-protestantes-en-tumeremo-mineros-fueron-
masacrados-y-desaparecidos [Accessed 24 April, 2016]. 
347 COFAVIC (2014): Venezuela: Sentencias de silencio Informe situación de Derechos Humanos en Venezuela 
en el contexto de protestas estudiantiles de febrero-mayo 2014. February-May, 2014 [Online] Available from:  
http://www.cofavic.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/COFAVIC-Sentencias-de-Silencio-Final-.pdf [Accessed 
25 April, 2016].     

http://runrun.es/rr-es-plus/253250/los-rostros-e-historias-detras-de-la-masacre-de-tumeremo.html
http://runrun.es/rr-es-plus/253250/los-rostros-e-historias-detras-de-la-masacre-de-tumeremo.html
http://efectococuyo.com/efecto-cocuyo/miedo-silencia-familiares-de-victimas-de-tumeremo
http://efectococuyo.com/efecto-cocuyo/miedo-silencia-familiares-de-victimas-de-tumeremo
http://www.correodelcaroni.com/index.php/cdad/item/42900-protestantes-en-tumeremo-mineros-fueron-masacrados-y-desaparecidos
http://www.correodelcaroni.com/index.php/cdad/item/42900-protestantes-en-tumeremo-mineros-fueron-masacrados-y-desaparecidos
http://www.cofavic.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/COFAVIC-Sentencias-de-Silencio-Final-.pdf
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ü Laided Salazar: After more than 20 hearings, she was convicted to more than eight 

years in prison, although 86 persons witnessed in her favor348. She was granted a 

humanitarian measure and is currently under house arrest. During her 

confinement, she developed stomach and skin issues and heavy weight loss, 

considered as undernourishment349. 

ü Carmen Alicia Gutiérrez: Her process has already been in three different courts 

and her hearing has been postponed more than nine times350. 

ü Andrea Susana González: Her hearing was postponed three times. On January 

2016, her process was ordered to go to trial, but an effective date has not been set 

yet351.  

ü Skarlyn Duarte: AǊǊŜǎǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭŜƎŜŘƭȅ ǎŜƴŘƛƴƎ ¢ǿƛǘǘŜǊ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜǎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ Dƻ±Ωǎ 

officials, her hearing has been postponed 22 times, according to unofficial 

information published in the national press352.  

ü Araminta González: A raid was practiced in her house, without her presence, and 

ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘŜǊ ǎƛǎǘŜǊΩǎ ǘŜǎǘƛƳƻƴȅ, she was tortured -her hair was pulled out; her 

head, hands and feet were covered in newspaper and she was beaten up with 

pipes. She was also victim of psychological tortures and has now depression and 

blackouts353. She is still waiting for her trial354. 

ü Betty Grossi: Her hearing has been postponed three times and though she was 

arrested in August 2015, there is not yet a trial date355. 

ü María Elena Uzcátegui: Arrested in 2014 for helping students demonstrating on 

September 2014, she was sent to a jail with common criminals, where her health 

deteriorated -she got undernourished, and developed amebiasis and heart 

                                                           
348 El Mundo (2016): Presas de Maduro. 12 March, 2016 [Online] Available from:  
http://www .elmundo.es/cronica/2016/03/12/56daa35822601d09408b4628.html [Accessed 28 April, 2016]. 
349 Foro Penal Venezolano: Laided Salazar [Online] Available from: https://foropenal.com/content/laided-
salazar-de-zerpa [Accessed 28 April, 2016]. 
350 Foro Penal Venezolano: Carmen Alicia Gutirrez [Online] Available from: 
https://foropenal.com/content/carmen-alicia-guti%C3%A9rrez-acevedo [Accessed 28 April, 2016]. 
351Foro Penal Venezolano: Andrea González [Online] Available from: https://foropenal.com/node/2415 
[Accessed 28 April, 2016]. 
352 Foro Penal Venezolano: Skarlyn Duarte [Online] Available from: https://foropenal.com/content/skarlyn-
duarte [Accessed 28 April, 2016].  
353 Foro Penal Venezolano: Araminta González [Online] Available from: 
https://foropenal.com/content/araminta-gonzalez [Accessed 28 April, 2016]. 
354 El Mundo (2016): Presas de Maduro. 12 March, 2016 [Online] Available from:  
http://www.elmundo.es/cronica/2016/03/12/56daa35822601d09408b4628.html [Accessed 28 April, 2016]. 
355 Foro Penal Venezolano: Betty Grossi [Online] Available from: https://foropenal.com/node/2413 
[Accessed 28 April, 2016].  

http://www.elmundo.es/cronica/2016/03/12/56daa35822601d09408b4628.html
https://foropenal.com/content/laided-salazar-de-zerpa
https://foropenal.com/content/laided-salazar-de-zerpa
https://foropenal.com/content/carmen-alicia-guti%C3%A9rrez-acevedo
https://foropenal.com/node/2415
https://foropenal.com/content/skarlyn-duarte
https://foropenal.com/content/skarlyn-duarte
https://foropenal.com/content/araminta-gonzalez
http://www.elmundo.es/cronica/2016/03/12/56daa35822601d09408b4628.html
https://foropenal.com/node/2413


 92 

disease356. She was then granted a humanitarian measure and is currently under 

house arrest357. 

ü Inés Margarita González: She was arbitrarily arrested on 8 October, 2014, for 

tweeting against the GoV -she was charged with outrage of a public officer, violent 

outrage and public instigate to commit a crime, because of her tweets about 

Robert Serra, a PSUV deputy stabbed to death before she was arrested358. Inés was 

then taken to SEBIN headquarters, where she remained incommunicado, without 

receiving natural light, confined in a cell with other five inmates. When she was 

detained, she was on treatment for an acute endometriosis. She was not allowed 

to continue with it, thus, her health condition worsened and was later diagnosed 

with a uterine tumor for which she underwent total hysterectomy. 

ü Joselyn Prato: When she was arbitrarily arrested for allegedly jeering the Ministry 

of Tourism -Marlene Contreras, who is the wife of deputy and PSUV´s Vice-

president, Diosdado Cabello- though she was not present when it happened, she 

was heavily assaulted by PNB. She was transferred to a hospital, where she was 

diagnosed with a broken arm and several bruises. The next day, she was 

transferred for having internal bleeding. Her family later informed she suffered 

from anal hemorrhage359. She also had asthma and one kidney was swollen from 

ǘƘŜ ōƭƻǿǎΦ {ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŦŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊǎΩ ƭŜŦǘƻǾŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŦƻƻŘ ǿƛǘƘ 

worms. Her weight dropped to 35 kg360.  

 

(ii) The three elected deputies imprisoned 

Three opposition candidates who were elected as substitute deputies for the National 

Assembly, on December 2015, are still imprisoned for political reasons, in a clear 

infringement of the Venezuelan Constitution, regarding their right to parliamentary 

                                                           
356 El Impuslo (2014): Concedieron casa por cárcel a María Elena Uzcátegui. 20 December, 2014 [Online] 
Available from: http://www.elimpulso.com/noticias/sucesos/concedieron-casa-por-carcel-a-maria-elena-
uzcategui [Accessed 28 April, 2016]. 
357 Foro Penal Venezolano: María Elena Uzcátegui [Online] Available from: 
https://foropenal.com/content/maria-elena-uzc%C3%A1tegui [Accessed 28 April, 2016]. 
358 Globalvoices (2014): Venezuela: Usuarios de Twitter detenidos tras asesinato de diputado socialista 

[Online] Available from: https://es.globalvoices.org/2014/10/23/venezuela-usuarios-de-twitter -detenidos-
tras-asesinato-de-diputado-socialista/ [Accessed 28 April, 2016]. El Nuevo Herald (2014): Serra era el 
hombre fuerte de los colectivos chavistas. 2 October, 2014 [Online] Available from: 
http://www.elnuevoherald.com/noticias/mundo/america-latina/venezuela-es/article2488378.html 
[Accessed 28 April, 2016]. 

359 Foro Penal Venezolano (2015): Foro Penal vigila estado de salud de los presos políticos. 8 October, 2015 
[Online] Available from: https://foropenal.com/noticias/foro-penal-vigila-estado-de-salud-de-los-presos-
pol%C3%ACticos [Accessed 28 April, 2016]. 
360 El Nacional (2016): Un problema tonto. 14 February, 2016 [Online] Available from: http://www.el -
nacional.com/siete_dias/problema-tonto_0_793120737.html [Accessed 28 April, 2016]. 
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immunity, according to which the three of them should have been released after the 

election.  Their cases have developed as follows:  

ü Rosmit Mantilla: A 34-year-old LGBT and human rights activist, and member of the 

opposition party Voluntad Popular, Mantilla was declared prisoner of conscience 

by Amnesty International361, after examining the charges presented against him by 

the OGP and concluding that credible evidence linking him with the crimes of 

which he is accused has not been presented362. He was arrested in his home, in 

/ŀǊŀŎŀǎΣ ƻƴ н aŀȅΣ нлмпΣ ōȅ {9.Lb ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊǎΣ ǳƴŘŜǊ ŀƴ ŀǊǊŜǎǘ ǿŀǊǊŀƴǘ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ άa 

statement by an unidentified individual alleging that Rosmit Mantilla had received 

funds from a group of businessmen in order to finance the anti-government 

protests taking place in Caracas at the timeέ363. SEBIN officials claim that during 

ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƻŦ aŀƴǘƛƭƭŀΩǎ ƘƻƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŘŀȅΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƭŜŀŦƭŜǘǎ ǳǊƎƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ 

the anti-government protests and envelopes containing money. Mantilla and his 

family claim that SEBIN officials planted this evidence364. Mantilla has remained 

arrested in the SEBIN headquarters ever since, and his trial is pending.  He was 

charged with public incitement and intimidation, obstructing a public highway, 

arson involving public and private buildings, violent damage and conspiracy to 

commit a crime -offences carrying a penalty of at least 18 years of incarceration. 

He has been imprisoned for two years and his hearing has been postponed 15 

times365. While he has been arrested, he has lost more than 25 kg. He was assisted 

by a psychologist, who diagnosed him with anxiety, for which he has to take 

anxiolytics. He is suffering from vision loss and his gastritis is worsening due to 

ǇǊƛǎƻƴΩǎ ōŀŘ ƴƻǳǊƛǎƘƛƴƎ366. On April 2015, the UN Working Group on Arbitrary 

                                                           
361 Amnesty International (2015): Venezuela: Prisoner of conscience Rosmit Mantilla must be released. 11 
December, 2015 [Online] Available from: https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/amr53/3060/2015/en/ 
[Accessed 29 April, 2016]. 
362 Amnesty International (2015): Venezuela: The Faces of Impunity. 24 March, 2015 [Online] Available from: 
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/amr53/1239/2015/en/ [Accessed 29 April, 2016]. 
363 Amnesty International (2015): Venezuela: The Faces of Impunity. 24 March, 2015 [Online] Available from: 
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/amr53/1239/2015/en/ [Accessed 29 April, 2016]. Venezuelan 
NGO Acción por la Libertad claims that this unidentified individual is a supporter of the GoV. Acción por la 
Libertad (2015): Derechos Humanos-Venezuela: Efectos de la criminalizaciƻȳn de la protesta y la disidencia. 8 
March, 2015 [Online] Available from:  http://accionlibertad.org/informes-sobre-ddhh/derechos-humanos-
%C2%AD%E2%80%90venezuela-efectos-de-la-criminalizacion-de-la-protesta-y-la-disidencia/ [Accessed 29 
April, 2016].  
364 Amnesty International (2015): Venezuela: The Faces of Impunity. 24 March, 2015 [Online] Available from: 
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/amr53/1239/2015/en/ [Accessed 29 April, 2016]. Ultimas Noticias 
(2014): Detuvieron al dirigente juvenil de VP Rosmit Mantilla. May, 2014 [Online] Available from:   
http://www.ultimasnoticias.com.ve/noticias/actualidad/politica/detuvieron-al-dirigente-juvenil-de-vp-
rosmit-manti.aspx [Accessed 10 October, 2015].    
365 Foro Penal Venezolano: Rosmit Mantilla [Online] Available from: https://foropenal.com/content/rosmit-
mantilla [Accessed 19 April, 2016]. 
366 Foro Penal Venezolano (2016): FPV: Aumenta a 26 el número de presos políticos con problemas de salud. 
18 April, 2016 [Online] Available from: https://foropenal.com/node/2417 [Accessed 28 April, 2016]. 
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5ŜǘŜƴǘƛƻƴǎ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ aŀƴǘƛƭƭŀΩǎ ŘŜǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ŀǊōƛǘǊŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǳǊƎŜŘ ǘƘŜ Dƻ± ǘƻ 

immediately release him, repeal the order that placed him under arrest and give 

him the relevant compensation367. 

ü Renzo Prieto: A 28-year-old student, Prieto was arrested in Caracas, on 10 May, 

2014, after a demonstration, by officials from the Military Counterintelligence 

Direction (Dirección General de Contra Inteligencia Militar (DGCIM)), PNB, SEBIN 

and Baruta Police. On 12 May, 2015, he was presented before a court, which 

issued an unlawful arrest warrant against him. He was irregularly and 

simultaneously required by another court. He was later charged with conspiracy to 

commit a crime, obstructing a public highway and explosives fabrication368. During 

his confinement, it has been reported he has been beaten and has been victim of 

psychological mistreatment and inhuman treatment -an alleged common situation 

with all the prisoners confined in SEBIN headquarters369. Prieto has been 

imprisoned for more than two years and his hearing has been postponed six 

times370. He has recently developed health issues, particularly, acute testicular 

pain. His attorneys have requested the competent court to authorize his transfer 

to a health center, but no response has been given371. On October, 2015, the UN 

²ƻǊƪƛƴƎ DǊƻǳǇ ƻƴ !ǊōƛǘǊŀǊȅ 5ŜǘŜƴǘƛƻƴǎ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ tǊƛŜǘƻΩǎ ŘŜǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ -along with 

other political prisoners confined in El Helicoide {9.LbΩǎ ƘŜŀŘǉǳŀǊǘŜǊǎΥ DŜǊŀǊŘƻ 

Ernesto Carrero, Nixon Alfonzo Leal Toro and Carlos Pérez- was arbitrary, based on 

a previous resolution, issued on 3 September, 2015372.   

ü Gilberto Sojo: A 49-year-old Voluntad Popular activist, he was arrested on 26 

November 2014, when he received a deceitful call telling him he would receive a 

cellphone, for having participated in a contest. When he arrived where he would 

supposedly receive the phone, he was arrested along with his wife, who was 
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