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|. Rationale

The purpose of this addendum number 1, datéd May, 2016, is to complement the
information contained in the urgent request to open a preliminary examination in
Verezuela, for crimes against humanity committed against the civilian population since
February 2014, submitted on 10 November, 2015 (The Requesiyide additional
information and, therefore, widen its scope identifying situations that may constitute
crimes against humanity, pursuant to the Rome Statute, aiming to determine the relevant
individual criminal liability and the alleged victims and perpetrators. Thus, the information
provided in this addendum shall develop and update the description of the chszsly
categorized in The Request, as well as include other prominent cases which constitute
alleged crimes against humanity, committed by kig¥el officials of the Government of
Venezuela (GoY)ncluding President Nicolas Maduro himself, along witttianal and
state-level security forces and in some instances, withpro-government armed
paramilitariesand organized crime gangander thede factocontrol of the Presidency.
Part of these incidents have occurred, as it was described in The Requestich it is
broadly explained and demonstrated how they meet the threshold for constituting alleged
crimes against humanityn the context of a largely peaceful uprising by unarmed civilians,
which started in early February 2014, prompted by the detetiogasocieeconomic crisis

in Venezuela. Likewise, some of the situations described in this addendhbioh also
meet the threshold for constituting new alleged crimes against humahiye occurred
from the moment when The Request was submitted before #CC Office of the
Prosecutor to the present (i.e. from 10 November, 2013 5May, 2016) supporting the
evidence that there is an ongoing state policy intended to perpetrate systematic and
widespread attacks against the civilian population perceived dasident and/or
expressing dissent

The events referred to in The Request and those described herein have occurred in the
Metropolitan District of Caracas and the statesAohazonas, Anzoategui, Apure, Aragua,
Barinas, Bolivar, Carabobo, Cojedes, Deltaaduro, Falcon, Guéaricd,ara, Mérida,
Miranda, Monagas, Nueva Esparta, Portuguesa, Sucre, Tachira, Trujillo, Vargas, Yaracuy
and ZuliaThey have as common and primary elememhong otherst NS & A RSy i  a | RdzN.
violent speech. His verbal threats have paved way for physical violence against those

who think differently.The attacks targeting persoperceived aslissentng or obstructing

the imposition ofthe Go\Q & | Ar8 goRgroperly investigated byeither the Office of

the General Prosecutor (OGR)r the Judiciaryas it was explained inh€ Request and

will be widen below. This situation is particularly concerning considering that the hateful
and aggressive speech is promoted by the head of stae President of a State Party



and has led to aafkge numbeiof civilian casualties, political prisonerand tortured,
persecutedand deportedindividuals since February 2014.

Il. Background and factual allegations

A. The crimes against humanity for political reasons or as a consequence of
dissent

1.0 KS GAOGAYAQ ydzYoSNE YR OFGSI2NAT I GA

The GoV, including President Maduro himself and members of his inner circle {levegh
IJ2PSNYYSyYy(l LRardGrzyas KIFIgS ft22as8te t1F6StSR
and any other individual perceived &A 8 AaA RSy (i X dzaAy3d GKS t NBaiAR
OGP and the Judiciary. Along with tldeligh Political Command of the Bolivarian
Revolutiorg, President Maduro and members of his inner circle have designed a plan to
prevent, restrict and punish dissentand have organized and participated in its
implementation allegedly committing crimes against humanity against the civilian
population.

N\

As part of this plan, since February 2014, the GoV degldlye national security forces,
the national andstate-level police and the intelligence serviceacting in coordination
with the pro-government armed paramilitariesunder the de facto control of the
President which responded with brutal, indiscrimingteleliberateand disproportionate
violence against the mostlgeaceful demonstrators and civilianmcluding bystanders
through live ammunition, rubber bullets and teargas canisters, at gulswtk range,
during and in the immediate aftermath of the demonstratiofi$iis has resulted in: (i) the
death of at least bieveen 33 to 37civilians, since February 2014; (ii) the arbitrary arrest of
at least 638 individuals who were freed after being detained without even being brought
to court, as required by law; and (iii) the imprisonment of between 3,351 &r&0
people-including 373 minors or teenagérs

3 Amnesty Internationa{2015): Venezuelabalance de derechos humanos tras un afio de las prote®as
March, 2015[Onling Available from:

https://www.es.amnesty.org/uploads/media/DatosY CifrasVenezuelaMarzo2@f pAccessed 19 October,
2015].Foro Penal Venezolar{g015) Politicdly motivated detentions, torture, other cruel, inhuman or
degrading treatment, and killings (202015. Published byJnited NationgOnling Available from:
http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/Treaties/ C@RShared%20Documents/VEN/INT_CCPR_CSS VEN _

20238 _E.pdfPlease note that while the Al figures relate to the period from February 2014 to March 2015,
the Foro Penal figures cover the period from February 2014 to 204%.Foro Penal Venezolar{g2015):
Resuma (Informe Completo Anexo) Detenciones por Motivos Politicos, Torturas y Otros Tratos Crueles,
Inhumanos y Degradante&sesinatos (2012015)[Onling Available from:
https://foropenal.com/content/informeforo-penalvenezolaneseptiembre2015[Accessed 22 May, 2016].
The lasvictim (Luis Manuel Diagported in: BBC Mundd/enezuela: denuncian muerte a tiros del politico



http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/Treaties/CC
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As at1l5 May, 2016, there were still Bpeople imprisonedor political reasons or as a
consequence of demonstratingight more than the number reported on The Request
which there were eight students andten womerf. These politicalprisoners have in
common having done or said somethingetlGoV considered as an offense as an
impediment to retain power indefinitelySome have not evemeen involvedin the
incidents from which they were charged, thus they have bs@njected to prosecution on
the basis of false and malicious charg@se GoV has exerted over theam abusiveand
disproportionate power, violating their rights to freedom and integritgnd applying
excessive andinlawful punishments, causing thenas aconsequene, serious physical
and mental damages.

The specific reasons why they are imprisoned, pursuanteports published byForo
Penal Venezolan@PV)as atMay 2016 are: (i) for participating in public demonstrations
(31); (i) for expressing tlreopinions in social networks Y3 (iii) for military rebellion (19

(iv) for civilian rebellion (2)and, (v) for other chargesincluding jeering the Minister of
Tourisr > 5A2ARIR2 [/ )Pd&élNEEEndadoh Padda eb Debido Proceso
(Foundhtion for Due Process (INDEPR)D though, includes 93 persorm their political
prisoners list, considered by them to correspond to three categories: prisoners of
conscience; civil or military rebellion prisoners and prisoners who are victim of judicial
farce. Both organizationd=PV and FUNDEPR®@nsider among their political prisoners
list those under house arresgiventhat being held at homebased on a illegitimate
judicial order,also breaches their right to freedomAmong theseprisonersare mayr

opositor Luis Manuel Diaz durante mitinattal en Altagracia de Orituc86 November, 20190nling

Available from:
http://www.bbc.com/mundo/noticias/2015/11/151125venezuela_muerto_campana_electoral_altagracia
de_orituco_aw.shtmJAccessed 22 May, 2016].

4 Foro Penal Venezolano (201®litical Prisoner§Online] Available fromhttps://foropenal.com/presos
politicos [Accessed 27 April, 2016]. Foro Penal Venezolano (2016) [Online] Available from
https://foropenal.com/presospoliticos[Accessed 15 May, 2016].

51n 2014, eight Twitter usersof which three ae women were arrested for tweeting messages the GoV
O2yaARSNBR a a2FFSyardSés +FyR FTUSNI I OO0dzaal GAz2ya
prove their responsibility, as at 30 April, 2016, three of them were still imprisdrech PenalVenezolano
(2014):En Venezuela detienen a seis "tuiteros" por mensajes "ofensivos" contra el Gob&xdotober,

2014 [Onlingd Available from: https://foropenal.com/noticias/enrvenezueladetienenseistuiteros-por-
mensajesofensivoscontra-el-gobierno [Accessedl3 May, 2015].Foro Penal Venezolano (201%)onatel
elaboré informes para el SEBIN_OFICIAL sobre tuiteros deteBidok:, 2015[Onling Available from:
https://foropenal.com/noticias/conatelelabor%C3%BBiformespara-el-sebinoficialsobretuiteros-
detenidos[Accessed 3 May, 2015].

8 Foro Penal Venezolano (201@®olitical Prisoner§Online] Available fromhttps://foropenal.com/presos
politicos[Accessedl5 May, 2016].El Impusla2015):Presosoliticos: Las caras de la represion judi@al
September, 201%0nline] Available fromhttp://www.elimpulso.com/noticias/sucesos/presesoliticos-las
carasde-la-represionjudicial[Accessed 3 May, 2016].

YI RS
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Antonio Ledezma and former mayor Daniel Cebalbeth of them released for
humanitarian reasons, given their health decline

Likewise three opposition candidates who were elected as substitute deputies for the
National Assembly, on December 20Eosnit Mantilla, Renzo Prieto and Gilberto Sojo
are still imprisoned for political reaschdAfter their election, the three of them should
have been releasedby virtue of their parliamentary immunity, enshrined in the
Venezuelan Constitutiorsomething hasilready occurred in the countty

Between 2014 and 2015, international organizations have issued decisions, resolutions

and opinions regarding the arbitry character of theVenezuelanLJ2 f A G A O f LINR a 2
imprisonment It is the case of the UN Workinga@p on Arbitrary Detentions, which

issued decisionfn favor of kopoldo Lépez, Daniel Ceball@serardo Carrero, Gerardo

Resplandor, Nixon Leal, Carlo&gréz, Renzo Prietp Rosmit MantillaJuan Carlos Nieto

Antonio Ledezmayincezo Scarano, Maikel Gamni Rondon Romero and other 316

people; and the InterAmerican Commission on Human Right&hich granted

precautionary measurem favor of Leopoldo Lépeand his family;Daniel Ceballoand

Antonio Ledezma; andorent GémeSBaleh and Gerardo Carréfo

OnResolutiomumber 272015, issued bythe UN Working Group on Arbitrary Detentions,
dated 3September, 201%in favor ofAntonio Ledezmgthe Working Groupstates they

had identified a systematic pattern in arbitrary detentions carried out by the Go\édbas

on the opinions they have issued since 20figlr in 2015 and four in 2014, in favor of
hundreds ofarbitrary arrested individuatsalong with the InterfAmerican Commission on

| dzYl'y wAIKGIaQ RSORarAzya |oz2dzi KAA YIFGGSN

" El Impuslg2015):Presos politicos: Las caras de la represion judd8abeptember, 201B0nline] Available
from:http://www.elimpulso.com/noticias/sucesos/presesoliticoslascarasde-la-represionjudicial

[Accessed 3 May, 2016].

8 Foro Penal Venezolano (2016) Rosmit Mantilla  [Online] Available from:
https://foropenal.com/content/rosmitmantilla [Accessedl9 April, 2016].Foro Penal Venezolano (2016)
Renzo PrietdOnline] Available fromhttps://foropenal.com/content/renzedavidprieto-ram%C3%ADrez
[Accessed 19April, 2016]. Foro Penal Venezolano (201&ilberto Sojo[Online] Available from:
https://foropenal.com/content/giberto-sojo-rengifo[Accessed 18pril, 2016].

9 Contrapunto(2019: Rosmit Mantilla, el candidato gay que esta prek® August, 20150nline] Available
from: http://contrapunto.com/noticia/rosmit-mantilla-el-candidategay-que-estapreso/ [Accessed 1Rpril,
2016].

10 FUNDEPR(O(2015): Informe Anual Presos Politicos en VenezufGnline] Available from:
https://es.scribd.com/doc/296867032/Inform®resosPoliticos2015Fundepro [Accessed 19 April, 2016].
Foro Penal Venezolano (20189)ueva decision de la ONU califica como arbitrarias detenciones de
ciudadanos por manifestacies [Online] Available from: https://foropenal.com/noticias/nueva
decisi%C3%B3te-la-onu-calificacomo-arbitrariasdetencioresde-ciudadanospor [Accessed 13 May,
2016].

11 United Nations Human Rights Office of the High Commissi@mniones adoptadas por el Grupo de
Trabajo sobre la Detencion Arbitraria en su 73.° periodo de sesiones (31 agosto a 4 de septiembre de 2015)
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As at September 2015, FPV reportadt more than 2,031 people had been conditionally
released they have pending judicial processes, most of which have serious judicial
delays and due process violations, especially, the right to deténse

According to the UN Committe&gainst Torture, ateast 437 individuals arresteduring

the protests were victinof torture, while FPVformally documented138 casesof victims

of torture or cruel and inhuman treatmetft as described in detail in The Requedtie to

fear of persecution and the absencearfequate legal recourses to victims, FPV considers
that the actual number of victims is significantly higher, as many of the victims have not
reported incidents of victimizatida.

On February 2016, a coalition of NG@=1 by COFAVIC, a renown local HurRaghts

organization published a report about a study conducted by them, regarding the crimes

of torture committed in the country during the past years. According to such report, the

OGP informed that after the demonstrations that took place from Febrtaduly 2014,

29 people were accused of torture and 513 were accused of cruel treatment. Two years

I FGSNJ hDt Qa Ay@SaidAardAiazy adalNISRzZ y2 aSydas,
have been passéfl

After a visit carried out on October 2015, the ¥Mb Organization Against Torture
witnessed the difficulties and obstacles suffered by the victims of torture and
mistreatment, as well as their attorneys, when trying to access their judicial files, in order
to obtain copies of glevant documentssuch asmedical exams practiced by specialists.

28 September, 20190nline] Available from:

http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Detention/Opinions2015AUV/Opinion%202015%203 e Mela
D%C3%ADaz_AUV.pAEcessed 3 May, 2016].

12 Foro Penal Venezolar{@015):Resumen (Informe Completo Anexo) Detenciones por Motivos Politicos,

Torturas y Otros Tratos Crueles, Inhumanos y Degradakdesinatos (2032015)[Onling Available fom:

https://foropenal.com/content/informeforo-penalvenezolaneseptiembre2015[Accesse®8 April 2016].

13 Foro Penal Venezolar{@015):Foro Penal Venezolanogsenta su informe sobre violaciones de DDHH

ante la ONU30 June, 20190nline] Available fromhttps://foropenal.com/noticias/foropenat

venezolanepresentasuwinforme-sobreviolacionesde-ddhhrante-la-onu#sthash.0A9tz9RM.dp{Accessed

28 April, 2016].

4 Foro Penal Venezolano (201Bplitically motivated detentions, torture, other cruel, inhumarmegrading

treatment, and killings [Online] Available from: https://foropenal.com/content/informeforo-penat

venezolaneseptiembre2015[Accessed 28 April, 2016Rplso published by thelnited Nations at:

http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/Treaties/CCPR/Shared%20Documents/VEN/INT_CCPR_CSS_VEN

20238_E.pdf

15 Foro Penal Venezolan@015) Resumen (Informe Completo Anexo) Detenciones por Motivos Politicos,

Torturas y Otros Ttas Crueles, Inhumanos y Degradant&sesinatos (2012015)[Onling Available from:

https://foropenal.com/content/informeforo-penalvenezolaneseptiembre2015[Accessed 22 May, 2016].

16 COFAVIC (2016)nforme de seguimiento ante el Comité contra la Tortura con motivos de las

observaciones finales al tercer y cuarto informe periédicos de fecha 19 de noviembre del 2014 sobre la

Republica Bolivariana de Venezudiabruary 2016[Onling Available from: http://www.cofavic.org/wp-

content/uploads/2016/04/Informede-sequimientea-CAT2016.pdf[Accessed.0 May, 2016]

10


http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Detention/Opinions2015AUV/Opinion%202015%2027_Venezuela_D%C3%ADaz_AUV.pdf
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Detention/Opinions2015AUV/Opinion%202015%2027_Venezuela_D%C3%ADaz_AUV.pdf
https://foropenal.com/content/informe-foro-penal-venezolano-septiembre-2015
https://foropenal.com/noticias/foro-penal-venezolano-presenta-su-informe-sobre-violaciones-de-ddhh-ante-la-onu#sthash.oA9tz9RM.dpuf
https://foropenal.com/noticias/foro-penal-venezolano-presenta-su-informe-sobre-violaciones-de-ddhh-ante-la-onu#sthash.oA9tz9RM.dpuf
https://foropenal.com/content/informe-foro-penal-venezolano-septiembre-2015
https://foropenal.com/content/informe-foro-penal-venezolano-septiembre-2015
https://foropenal.com/content/informe-foro-penal-venezolano-septiembre-2015
http://www.cofavic.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/Informe-de-seguimiento-al-CAT-2016.pdf
http://www.cofavic.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/Informe-de-seguimiento-al-CAT-2016.pdf

They could also confirrthat the Istanbul Protocol guidelingsare disregarded and that
judges fail to admit or consider the medical/psychological exams practiced by
independent experts. This situation is aggravalbsdthe fact that victims of torture are
stigmatized and treated unequally when reporting their cases, promoting impunity of such
ONA YSa | yeglecBA OUAYaQ

The coalition of organizations concluded that the protection of victims in Venezuela has
considenbly reduced, especially after criminal adjective laws have been modified in order
to limit the Human Rights NGOs support and functions. This group of organizations have
found out, based on reliable sources, that OGP authorities have told several vibams t
their cases would not be resolved if they asked for the NGOs sufport

Furthermore at least 878 civilians were injurefftom February 2014to March 2015
according to official sourcés-138 wounded by gunshot, 330 by pellets, 72 people by
being beaten p, 34 people injured by blunt objects and the remaining 280 wounded
suffered injuries of various kinéfs

In addition, a significant number of civilians, including political leaders, political activists,
businessmen, media owners, employees, journalistd aredia employees, as well as
HumanRghts and NGO leaders and lawyers, have been victim of persecution by receiving
serious and repeated threats and attempts to their lives and liberdashe basis of their
beliefsand their work

7 In a meeting between the World Organization Against Tortanel the OGP, on October 2015, OGP
officers admitted having neither programs nor special training on torture and mistreatment following the
Istanbul Protocol standardslowever, the World Orgamation Against Torturgvas informed about the use

2F GKS tNRG202t Ay GKS [/ IFNXOFLa / NAYAYyFItAaGAOAQ | yAlda
Lara state (though not in a systematic and thorough man@@FAVIC (2016kforme deseguimiento ante

el Comité contra la Tortura con motivos de las observaciones finales al tercer y cuarto informe periddicos de
fecha 19 de noviembre del 2014 sobre la Republica Bolivariana de Vendzrlaiaary 20160nling
Available from: http://www.cofavic.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/Informede-sequimienteal-CAT
2016.pdf[Accessed 0 May, 2016].

18 COFAVIC (2016)nforme de seguimiento ante el Comité cta la Tortura con motivos de las
observaciones finales al tercer y cuarto informe periddicos de fecha 19 de noviembre del 2014 sobre la
Republica Bolivariana de Venezudfgbruary 2010nlingd Available from: http://www.cofavic.org/wp-
content/uploads/2016/04/Informede-sequimienteal-CAT2016.pdf[Accessed 0 May, 2016].

19 COFAVIC (2016)nforme de seguimiento ante el Comité contra la Tortura con tivms de las
observaciones finales al tercer y cuarto informe periédicos de fecha 19 de noviembre del 2014 sobre la
Republica Bolivariana de Venezudfgbruary 201§0nlingd Available from: http://www.cofavic.org/wp-
content/uploads/2016/04/Informede-sequimienteal-CAF2016.pdf[Accessed 0 May, 2016].

20 Amnesty Internationa{2015 Venezuela: The Faces of Impur?4 March 2015[Online]. Available fom:
https://lwww.amnesty.org/en/documents/amr53/1239/2015/en/ [Accessed 19 October, 2015]

21 PROVER014) Venezuela 2014: Protestas y Derechos HumfDokne] 6 July2014 Available from:
http://www.derechos.org.ve/pw/wpcontent/

uploads/Informefinal-protestas2.pdf [Accessed 19 October, 2015]
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As at July 2015, thnumber of demonstrations decreaseout the repression and the
persecution has continued by other means, until the present date. In fact, since 10
November, 2015when The Request was submittetb this date, several situations
described in detail belowwhich also meet the threshold for constituting new alleged
crimes against humanity have occurred, supporting the evidence that there is an ongoing
state policy, carried out by the GoV, intended to perpetrate systematic and widespread
attacks against theivilian population, and retain power by all means.

After their research, as at February, 2016, COFAMICthe other organizations were

unable to find any investigation for arbitrary detentions, torture and cruel treatment

carried out by the competent ati2 NA A Sa® hy GKS hDtQa wnwmp |
regarding the total number corresponding humanrights violations was givéf In such

report, only thefiguresrelated to the officials linked tduman rights violations were

published: 1,132 cases, ohiech 959 were charged and only 97 (7,4%) were convigted

Although the exact number of cases are unconfirmed due to the fear of reporting
victimization and the absence of adequate judicial remedies, the number of incidbats
continue to occwr of indiiduals exiled following persecutipand the consistency of the
reports illustrate the existing policy of the GoV.

2. Major due process violationsanB S i SNA 2 NI GA2Yy 2F LINA&2Y

Throughout the 2014 and 2015 protests, many of the demonstratorewetained and
arrested by national and local security forc@gth or without charge- and released or
even abductedfor a few daysby pro-government armed paramilitaries. Moreover, many
of them were subje@d to prosecution or threats of prosecutigmon the basis of false,
malicious and abusive charges.

Several and serious violations of due process have been reported by local and
internationalNGOsasdescribedin detail in TheRequestincluding,but not limited to the
following situations (i) people were massively detained during protests, without
attributing specificcrimesto individual persons (ii) most of them were not informed
about the reasonsof their detention; (iii) judicial files failed to presentthe reasors why

22 COFAVIC (2016)nforme de seguimiento ante el Comité contra la Tortura con motivos de las
observaciones finales al tercer y cuarto informe periédicos de fecha 19 de noviembre del 2014 sobre la
Republica Boliveana de Venezueld=ebruary 201§0nlind Available from: http://www.cofavic.org/wp-
content/uploads/2016/04/Informede-sequimienteal-CAT2016.pdf[Acessedl0 May, 2016].

23 COFAVIC (2016)nforme de seguimiento ante el Comité contra la Tortura con motivos de las
observaciones finales al tercer y cuarto informe periédicos de fecha 19 de noviembre del 2014 sobre la
Republica Bolivariana de Venezudfglruary 2016[Onlind Available from: http://www.cofavic.org/wp-
content/uploads/2016/04/Informede-sequimienteal-CAT2016.pdf[Accessed 0 May, 2016].
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most people were arrested?; (iv) several prisoners of various nature were arrested,
detained incommunicadofor up to 48 hours, and subsequentlyimprisonedpursuantto
false, abusiveand maliciouscharges (v) they were not granted accessto legal counsel
despite their requestsand were not allowedto communicatewith their families during
the first 48 hoursof detention; (vi) relativesof detaineeswere routinely deniedaccesdo
information regardingwhether their family membershad been detainedand when they
knew detentions had taken place, where they were being held?>; (vi) in most cases
lawyersand defendans were only informed of the chargesat the first appearancebefore
the courts, with no time to review relevant documents (viii) most of the chargeswere
basedalmostexclusvely on police reports, despite allegationsof violationsand abuseof
process (ix) severalNGOshave systematicallydenouncedthat the BolivarianNational
Police(PNBhasmanipulatedevidence®.

Asat February2016,the coaltion of localHumanRightsNGOded by COFAVI@ported
the lack of progressregardinginvestigationson arbitrary arrests.For this purpose,they
documented casesof alleged illegal detentions committed in three different states,
between Februaryand July 2014, along with violations of the rights to freedom of
associationand freedom of expressionthrough the disproportionateuse of force: (i) in
NuevaEspartastate, they documented62 casesof which 16 people are waiting for trial,
subjectedto precautionarymeasures22 were granted dismissalwith prejudiceand only
four have beenunconditionallyreleased.The current legal situation of the remaining20
was unknown. In these casesdetaineeswere chargedwith genericchargesand levelsof
responsibilityand participationwere not individualized(ii) in Larastate, the caseof eight
women -includinga 17-yearold- who filed a complaint before the OGP regardingthe
alleged commissionof arbitrary detentions, mistreatment, threats and coercion was
reported. Their caseshave been archived after the OGP stated they could not find
evidenceto considera crime was committed in their cases;(iii) in Zulia state, judicial

24 Eventually, 80% of the cases were dropped without any serious evidence being sHoiversidad
Catélica Andrés Bellc Centro de Derechos Humano20(5) Hasta que se demuestre lo contrario:
violaciones del debido proceso a personas enjuiciadas por festm [Online] Available from:
http://w2.ucab.edu.vel/tl files/CDH/Lineastematicas/Hasta%20que%20se%20demuestre%20lo%@0con
i0%20FIN.pdfAccessed 19 October, 2015].

%5 Human Rghts Watch (2014)t dzy A A KSR F2NJ t N2GSadAy3aYy wAidakKaa £A2€ GA:
Centers, and Justice Syst§@nlind Available from: https://www.hrw.org/report/2014/05/05/punished
protesting/rightsviolationsvenezuelastreetsdetention-centersand [Accessed 19 October, 2015]
Amnesty International2014): Venezuela: Human Rights at Risk Amid Protestapril, 2014[Onling
Available from: https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/amr53/009/2014/en/[Accessed 19 October,
2015]

26 E| Universal2014) Afirman que policia manipulé pruebas para no ser incridana5 February, 2014
[Onlind Available from: http://www.eluniversal.com/nacionay-politica/140215/afirmanque-policia
manipulo-pruebasparano-serincriminada]Accessed 19 October, 2015]
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processedave been carried out with seriousdifficulties and obstacles 42 of them have
suffered from judicial delays: preliminary and trial hearingshave been postponed in
several occasions under no reasonablejustification, for reasonssuch as the lack of
presenceof OGPmembers,or the O 2 dzNd&cidid®to not work on the dayswhere this
type of caseshavetheir hearings.In 10 of thesecasespeoplehavewaited more than one
yearfor their trial hearingor for the continuationof their processin at leastfive casesn
which tortures and mistreatmentwere reported, there have not been a decisionon it -
neither from the OGPhor from the competentcourt®”.

Overtwo yearsafter the largely peacefuluprisingby unarmed_civiliansstarted, most of

the judicial proces®s to which political prisonershave been subjectedto, suffer from

considerablgudicialdelay, and guarantiesto the right to defenseand due processare not

respected-in some cases,they are almost inexistent As enshrinedin the Venezuelan
Constitutionand the criminallegislation,ijmprisonmentis an exceptionto the generalrule

accordingto which the defendantmust remain free, while the judicial processis carried

out. It hasalsobeenreported that the visits of political LINA & Zagofé&ydEace limited -

they are fixed in an inconvenientmanner by the officials of the confinement centers
where they are imprisoned, while common LINJA & 2ayfdgniyivizits are unlimited.

Likewise,the requestssubmitted before courts, in favor of detainees,are considerably
delayedor disregardedandin mostcasesare unfavorablé®,

Asit waspresentedin more detail in TheRequestthroughthe de facto supremacyof the
Presidencyover the OGPand the Judiciarythe GoVhasbeen implementinga policy of
parajudicial persecutionagainstall those who haveexpressedlissentor are perceivedas
such The 9 E S O dzioNugidd @ih the Judiciary and the OGP has certainly led to
extensiveviolations of due process and the absenceof impartiality hasresultedin biased
outcomes in the judicial process.Followingthe t NB & A Ra§efida#o éntain any
expressionof dissent,udiciary and OGPofficialsinvolvedin these caseshave applied a
planintendedto chargeand convictpolitical prisonersbasedon commoncrimes-suchas
terrorism and conspiracy with the purposeof transforming them into common-and not
political prisorers. Whenit comesto political detainees the GoVpracticallyfabricatesa
caseleadingto a convictionsentence on the basisof false,maliciousand abusivecharges
and infringing the applicablelegislation. This clearly demonstratesthe existenceof a

27 COFAVIC (2016)nforme de seguimiento ante el Comité contra la Tortura con motivos de
observaciones finales al tercer y cuarto informe peridédicos de fecha 19 de noviembre debl2@l4a
Republica Bolivariana de Venezudigbruary 20140nlingd Available from: http://www.cofavic.org/wp-
content/uploads/2016/04/Informede-sequmiento-a-CAT2016.pdf[Accessed 0 May, 2016].
2FUNDEPR(015):Informe Anual Presos Politicos en Venezj@tdine] Available from:
https://es.scribd.com/doc/29687032/InformePresosPoliticos2015FundeprofAccessed 13 May, 2016].
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policy at the highestlevel conceivedby the Executiveto detain everyonedissentingor
perceivedas such regardlessthey had, in fact, committed any crime. It also evidences
that truth andjusticeare seriouslydisregardedoy the Go\#°.

Suchparajudicial policy has becomea D 2 + ffeaktice, and is clearly evidencedin the
judicial processand the conviction sentence passedagainstLeopoldoLopez,Christian
Holdack,AngelAlvarezand DemianMartinez -as well as other sentencespassedagainst
political prisoners.Accordingto the swornexaminationof the former NationalProsecutor
for the caseof LeopoldoLépez-FranklinNieves®-, taken on 16 December,2015, before
authorities of the State of Florida, United States of America, several and serious
irregularities occurredthroughout the investigationof suchcaseand the judicial process
Nievesaffirmed that GeneralBernal-Director of SEBINJuring C S 6 NH20MdEBpfising
recognizedthat one of his officers-JoséPerdomae killed student BassilDa Costa-whose
murder caseis detailedin The Request during the rally that took placeon 12 February,
2014.GeneralBernalthen told Nievesthat the chargesarisingfrom suchcrime hadto be
filed againstthose that called for the demonstration-led by LeopoldoLépez. Nieves
stressedthat he was & (i 20f ®eneralBernal,the instructions by number one, Nicolas
Maduro, is for thosearrestwarrants[againstLeopoldoL6pezandthosewho calledfor the
demonstration]to be issuedtoday [13 February,2014] so that they are granted on the
12th [the day of the demonstrationwere DaCostawas] A f . SdrtBigpurpose, Nieves
explainedthat Bernalordered a counterintelligenceofficer -called by the nicknamed ¢ K S
9 f S LIKsingédsfligvesexplained,suchofficersare not givena name,but a nickname,
within SEBINto preparea policereport sincethey did not have anythingto supportthe

2 FUNDEPRO (201%)forme Anual Presos Politicos en Venezi@fdine] Available from:
https://es.scribd.com/doc/296867032/Inform&resosPoliticos2015FundeprofAccessed 13 May, 2016].

%0 Franklin Nieves decided to flee to the United States and voluntarily offered his testimony on the Leopoldo
Lépez case, which evidences how Venezuelan unistits, especially, the Judiciary and the OGP, usger

the de factocontrol of the Presidency and commit serious irregularities. He said he had to follow orders, o
account of pressures exerted updimdirectly, byh Dt Qa 5 A NB O (i @rédardoher dutroritey /
He has stated there waggilance orhim -intelligence officersvould follow him, his family and daughters
becausehe handled a lot of information that woullink the GoVwith the homicidesHe admitted fearing for

his lifeif he spoke up Byopposing issued ordsrthe GoV would firsstart an investigatiorand they would

then request an arrest warrant anignprison him, based on no groundbhey coulccreate criminal charges
againsthim for that purpose andabricate an investigatioriNieves said thaprosecutorsfrom the OGFhave

been put in jail for carrying out their investigationde has explained that hifficex KA a K2dzaS | yR KA &
office were searched.

31 Notary Public Lois E. Guffey (201Syorn Examination of Franklin Eduartlieves CapaceCounty of
Dade, State of Florida, United States of America. 16 December, 2015 (pagE33)07
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accusation¥. In fact, suchreport wasthe only basisNievesusedto askthe judgefor an
arrestwarrantagainstLeopoldoL6pe??

Niewesalsosaidthat the h D t GeaeralDirectorof ProceduralAction-YoelEspinozasent
him a text messagesendng him the nameof the judgethat was goingto grantthe arrest
warrant-judgeRalenysTovar, her phonenumberandthe court number4. Everythingvas
preparedby the GoVto chargeand convict LeopoldoL6pezand the other people that
were accusedvith him, underno grounds.

Othermajorirregularitiesrelatedto the LeopoldoLopezcase duringthe investigationand
the judicial process,as reported by FranklinNieves are: (i) the trial should have been
public but it was not -journalistsand & A ¥y (' S NJsdopleivergrottallowedto Sy (i S NE
basedon a court order®?; (i) during both the preliminaryandthe trial hearing,the judge-
SusanaBarreird®®- prevented LeopoldoLépezfrom presentingevidenceat trial; he was
only allowed to presentone witness-a journalist of more than 100 witnessesLopez's
attorney askedfor3’. However,the OGPwas allowed to presentall of their witnesses-
approximately 130- some of who were forced to give their testimony?® -they were
basicallyOGPand CICP@mployeeswho testified in order to keeptheir jobs®; (iii) during
the hearings securityofficersgavefalse statements:they saidthat there wasa fire at the
OGP'oofficelibrary, @ 0 tzé expertisecarriedout on the collectedevidenceon February
the 12th gavea resultthat there wasnot a ¥ A RENiévesconfirmedthat the peoplethat
gavetheir testimony on this lied & 6 S O lthdyawBre forced to declareas suché Xhy
NelsonMejia, the Directorof CommonCrimeg[of the OGPJand by the Chief,EgoBerbesi

32 Notary Public Lois E. Guffey (201Syorn Examination of Franklin Eduardo Nieves Capaoenty of
Dade, State of Florida, United Statesfofierica. 16 December, 2015 (page 105).

33 Notary Public Lois E. Guffey (201%)orn Examination of Franklin Eduardo Nieves Caj@zmenty of
Dade, State of Florida, United States of America. 16 December, 2015 (page 112).

34 Notary Public Lois E. Guffey (8)1Sworn Examination of Franklin Eduardo Nieves Capaoenty of
Dade, State of Florida, United States of America. 16 December, 2015 (page 110).

35 Notary Public Lois E. Guffey (201S)orn Examination of Franklin Eduardo Nieves Cajizmenty of
Dade, fte of Florida, United States of America. 16 December, 2015 (page 140).

%8 Who wassworn in as théseneralPublic Defender for Venezuelaas a sort of reward for her obedience
toward the GoV.

37 Notary Public Lois E. Guffey (201%)orn Examination of Frklin Eduardo Nieves Capacounty of
Dade, State of Florida, United States of America. 16 December, 2015 (page 142).

%8 Notary Public Lois E. Guffey (201S)orn Examination of Franklin Eduardo Nieves Cajizmenty of
Dade, State of Florida, United Statef America. 16 December, 2015 (page 143).

39 Notary Public Lois E. Guffey (201%)orn Examination of Franklin Eduardo Nieves Cajizmenty of
Dade, State of Florida, United States of America. 16 December, 2015 (page 144).

40Notary Public Lois E. Guffé3015).Sworn Examination of Franklin Eduardo Nieves Cajizmenty of
Dade, State of Florida, United States of America. 16 December, 2015 (page 135).
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w h D Sdeudrityand Protection ChiefE*L; (iv) the GoVreportedly set up an ambushthat
day,at the h D t Headquartersentrance,& | y 2 ¢hatyhd8re was goingto be a march,
they neverplaceda barricadewith officers,neitherfrom the NationalGuardnor from any
other state security organization, which is somethingthey always do. That's a safety
measurethat is adoptedwheneverany group will comeand demonstratein front of the
prosecutor'soffice. And that day when there were so many peopledemonstratingthere
wasn'tevenone policeofficerguardingthe K S I R |j dz% NJth® SdVitself, throughits
securityofficers, supposedlyinstigatedacts of violenceduring the marchof 12 February,
2016,sothey couldjustify the requestingof the arrestwarrant againstLeopoldoLépeZ3.
One of the officersthat Nievesclaimswatchedover him -a SEBIMfficer- told him he was
one of the oneswho went to the Februarythe 12th march and started throwing rocks
againstthe OGPoffice* -which triggeredactionsagainstthe 2 ¥ ¥ XaGafeChi throwing
stones, for which LeopoldoLopezand other people were also accused (vi) the h Dt Qa
Director of CommonCrimesordered Nievesto presenta documentbefore the court, to
swearin two experts,in order to evaluatethe speechesand tweets by LeopoldoLépez-
whether he had calledfor violenceor not. In their separateanalysishoth expertsreached
G a S LJcontlu$iéhghat Lopez neither in his speechesior in the tweet messageshad
called for violence.And they said, at the time of trial, that they [the authorities] were
irresponsibled Xib they said that Leopoldohad called for @A 2 f ] Yud&Susana
Barreirothen & S @I f tiat iesHirRony, but to the inverse.l mean she said that [the
experts] had said that he [Leopoldo Lépez]had called for violence. The expert who
providedthe expert testimony regardingthe Molotov bottle saidthat there wasno fire.
And at the time of trial and sentercingit wasstatedthat there wasa fire 6 Xbiit there is
not evenone gramof powderfound duringthe A y" & LIS*® @iijL2opdldoLopezandthe

41 Notary Public Lois E. Guffey (201Syvorn Examination of Franklin Eduardo Nieves Cap@centy of
Dade, State of Florida, United States of America. 16 December, 2015 (pagdS8@3District attorney
Narda Sanabriaalso involved in Leopoldo Lopez cas@s also aware of such false statements, according to
Nieves sworn examination. Notary Public LoisGHffey (2015).Sworn Examination of Franklin Eduardo
Nieves CapaceCounty of Dade, State of Florida, United States of America. 16 December, 2015 (page 137).
42 Notary Public Lois E. Guffey (201%)orn Examination of Franklin Eduardo Nieves Caj@zmeny of

Dade, State of Florida, United States of America. 16 December, 2015 (pagkEs9)58

43 Notary Public Lois E. Guffey (201S)orn Examination of Franklin Eduardo Nieves Cajizmanty of

Dade, State of Florida, United States of America. 16 Decem@#s, (page 158).

44 Notary Public Lois E. Guffey (201%)orn Examination of Franklin Eduardo Nieves Cajzmenty of

Dade, State of Florida, United States of America. 16 December, 2015 (pagb$9)48

45 Notary Public Lois E. Guffey (201%)orn Examinaan of Franklin Eduardo Nieves Capaceunty of

Dade, State of Florida, United States of America. 16 December, 2015 (page 161).

46 Notary Public Lois E. Guffey (201%)orn Examination of Franklin Eduardo Nieves Cajizmanty of

Dade, State of Florida,fided States of America. 16 December, 2015 (pageslt®).
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other people processedwith him were convictedd ¢ A (i KagirdpgEven one elementthat

w

would show(their] culpath  ®.G & ¢

Nievesconcludedin his sworn statement that Leopldo Lépeztrial dwas plagued with
irregularities,with false evidenceBut | state false evidence pecausethe evidencepaper,
as such,almost has no value at the time of trial. Thewords, the testimony are what is
valuedthere 6 X Nothethelessto the experts,the officerswho carry out the expertised X 0
who reachedthe conclusiorthat there no fire, that sucha thing did not occur,underoath,
they were ratified expertisethat there had not beena fire. But then, whenthey spoketo
the judge 6 X[ihey sad] yes,there was a fire 6 Xtley were giving false testimony.And
oncethe judgeevaluatedthe testimony,sheevaluatedthat in her own wayg*®,

During his sworn statement, Nievesalso confirmed that the GeneralProsecutor-Luisa
Ortega Diaz would be aware of the irregular orders given to him by other h Dt Q&
authorities, for the Lopezcase Basedon the h Dt €hain of command-its hierarchy
pyramid suchauthorities report to the GeneralProsecutorand their decisionsare not
madewithout her authorizatiorf®.

Pursuantto FUNDEPR®Ddeport, some of the sentencespassedin favor of political
prisoners have been submitted to the revision and approval of the director of The
Bolivarian National Intelligerce Service (ServicioBolivariano de Inteligencia Nacional
(SEBIN))When a sentencegranting freedom to a political prisoneris passed,they are
releasedin practiceonly when the aforementioneddirector discretionallyconsiderssuch
sentenceshouldbe enforced. Thishashappenedin the casesof: Victor UgasAzdcar-still
imprisonedin spite of the existenceof a releasejudicial order- Inés Gonzalez Ginette
Hernandezand LessMarcand®.

Though some of the political prisoners have certainly been releagexy, have not
obtained unconditional freedom sentences, even when the GoV has not been able to
prove their responsibility in the crimes they were charged wiflourts have forbidden
them to make statements to the press and participate in civilian dematistrs and/or
political activities, under arrest threatdMost of them are subjected to precautionary

4" Notary Public Lois E. Guffey (201S)orn Examination of Franklin Eduardo Nieves Cajizmanty of
Dade, State of Florida, United States of America. 16 December, 2015 (pagEs4)53

48 NotaryPublic Lois E. Guffey (201Svorn Examination of Franklin Eduardo Nieves Cajzmenty of
Dade, State of Florida, United States of America. 16 December, 2015 (page 164).

4 Notary Public Lois E. Guffey (201%)orn Examination of Franklin Eduardo Nieg@apace County of
Dade, State of Florida, United States of America. 16 December, 2015 (page 159).

S0 FUNDEPRO (201%)forme Anual Presos Politicos en Venezi@dine] Available from:
https://es.scribd.com/doc/296867032/Inform®resosPoliticos2015FundeprofAccessed 13 May, 2016].
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measures, including house arrest and other humanitarian measures, especially after the
serious deterioration of their healt. y ¥ Ol X a S@mINdalfpriséngrsthos€ S D2 = Q
already released and those still imprisordve had a disturbingealth decline, which is

highly worrying.

l'a 4G y hOlG20SNE HampX Ctx OFNNRSR 2dzi | NB
concluded many of themhad hS | f 1 K A &d&ddzS4 NBIljdzANAY3I YSRAOL €
Defender-Tarek William Saaland therelevant courts have been informed about this;

however, they rarely allow prisoneRtransfers for medical reasons and have never

allowed members of the Internaihal Red Cross to visit thenm order to give them a

medical checkup.

I OO2NRAY 3 (2 ouaf 2%ndiniBals Sripiédn&d fronc February 2014 to

June 2015, had worrying health conditioreqjuiring specialized medical assista such

as: catification and coronary artery obstruction, hypertension, herniated disc,
degenerative disc disease, retinal macula, skin cancer, scabies, stomach complications,

skin abscess, acute testicular pain, hand fracture, thrombophlebitis, hepatitis A and C,
renalfailure, respiratory issues, and depression and emotional crisis. Some of these health
conditionswere acquired during their imprisonment and some others worsened during it,

due to the subhuman conditions of their confinement and the systematic denial of

F LILINR LINRAFGS YSRAOIFE laaradalyOoS o& (GKS 0O2YLIS
directors?.

FUNDEPRO has reported tlabund 2%46 of the political prisoners has medical isstes
either physical or psychologicaind that the absence of health and medicassistance
policies is more serious IBEBINconfinement centersand in the National Center for
Accused Military memberCENAPROM)ILknown asRamo Verdewhere most of the
political prisoners have beearrested during the last 16 yearsFUNDEPRO hassal
reported that court orders delaying or denying transfers to health centers, based on
L32 £ A G A O meditdNdradoRs/ lgeNhBic@me a bureaucratic practice carried out by
the GoV. The courts reportedly waintil the prisoner has an alarming seriobsalth
decline in order to authorize thaccess to medical assistance. As FUNDEPRO has warned,
even if a health issue is not serious, if not properly and timely assisted, it will certainly
worserv?,

51 Foro Penal Venezolano (201Bjro Penal vigila estado de salud de los presos polifiddstober, 2015
[Online] Available from:
https://foropenal.com/noticias/forepenalvigilaestadede-saludde-los-presospol%C3%ACticdaccessed
28 April 20186].

52 FUNDEPRQ015):Informe Anual Presos Politicos en Venez|@itdine] Available from:
https://es.scribd.com/doc/296867032/Inform®resosPoliticos2015FundeprofAccessed 13 May, 2016].
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Moreover, when five political prisoners-Alexander TiradoRaul Emilio Baduel, Leopoldo

Lopez, Daniel Ceballos and Nixon Leatried out a hunger strike, they did not receive
YSRAOIT FGaGSyGdAaz2ys a Al Aa LINRPDARSR o0& fl g
only had their temperature taken; Leopoldo Logez R2 O 2NJ ¢ & Hamdlb A RRSY
Verde Ceballos was only examined when his fasting was terminated and Leal only saw a

doctor twice: when he started and finished his hunger sfiike

As at 18 April, 2016the number of political prisoners with serioubealth conditions

increased: 26 out of 81 political prisoners were suffering o serious health
deterioration, asy S Ol 4S&a 2F LINAa2ySNBRQ KSIFfOK g2NARS
conditions were reported. They also require dental and psychologicatasse. It is

striking howsomeof them-nine out of 26- have developed hypertensive criswile six of

them have relevant psychemotional conditions such as depression, anxiety and

insomnig as a consequence of tlkenfinement conditions

FPV has reenmended the GoV to grant humanitarian measures to prisoners with medical
conditions such as: hypertension, stomach complications, skin abscess, traumatology
iIssues requiring surgery and major loss weight. They also demanded medicabéests
practiced on he prisoners with health conditiong)jowever,most of them have not been
carried outat the present date The political prisoners released under house arrest also
suffer from health problems; nevertheless, tiiempetent courts do not allow them to
leave treir houses in order tdnave medical assistané& As it has been stated by local
NGOs, denying medical assistance for political reasmrssidered asnother sort of cruel

and inhuman treatmentand eventortv& & 0SSy | D2+ Q& Paltkal 6 SYI G A C
prisoners are only subjected to humanitarian measures when their physical and mental
health has seriously declined, to the point of being almost unable to exercising their
political rights.

3. Women victim of torture and/or other cruel, inhuman or dgrading
treatment

According to COFAVILL out of 110 cases ofumanrights violations (37%) documented
by their members, from February to May 2014, corresponded to female victims

53 Foro Penal Venezolano (2014% de los 29 presos politicos de 2014 requieren atencién mééidane,
2015[Online] Available fromhttps://foropenal.com/noticias/15de-los-29-presospol%C3%ADticede-
2014requierenatenci%C3%B3m%C3%A9didAccessed 28 April, 2016].

54 Foro Penal Venezolano (20158% de los 29 presos politicos de 2014 requieren atencién mééidane,
2015[Online] Available fromhttps://foropenal.com/noticias/15de-los-29-presospol%C3%ADticede-
2014requierenatenci%C3%B3m%B%A9dicdAccesse®@8 April 2016].

% Foro Penal Venezolarf@015):Resumen (Informe Completo Anexo) Detenciones por Motivos Politicos,
Torturas y Otros Tratos Crueles, Inhumanos y Degradakdesinatos (20£2015)[Onlingd Available from:
https://foropenal.com/content/informeforo-penalvenezolaneseptiembre2015[Accessed 22 May, 2016].
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historically, only 5% of women haveeen affected in Venezuela byumman rights
violations. 13 violations occurred during arbitrary detentions, 14 during assault and
harassment in residential areasnd 14 were unrelated to detentions. The alleged
perpetrators were members of: (i) th&olivarian National Guard(Guardia Nacional
Bdivariana(GNB))52%); (ii) police corps (29%); (iii) povernment armed paramilitaries
(17%); and (iv) SEBIN (2%0)

While being detained or arreste@ssaults affected women under 25 years in 57% of the
casesRegarding thénarassmenof victimsin their residence, 65% of the women were 40
years and older. In cases unrelated to detentions, victims were between 18 and 40 years
old. The types of violence documeak were: (i) physical violencagsault ad injurieg, in

56% of the cases(ii) psycholoal violence harassment and general threatsor
addressed taelativey, in 37% of the caseand (i) sexual violené®(sexual harassment

and threatg, in 7% of the cases. In 27% of the cases, more than one type of violence was
committed. CA-AVIC detecteds a patternthat the alleged assawdtand blows-in the
head, by kickingthem and/or beating them withhelmets and gunswere committed by
women officials against women in detention or demonstratfg

Most of the cases of death and/or rape threats agaimgimen, committed by alleged
members of national security forces, documented by COFAVIC, were not reported to the
competent authoritiedor the following reasons(i) in order to avoid further humiliations;

(ii) given the perception that the perpetratorsowld be protected by the GoV; (iii) fearing
reprisals against them and/or their relativ€sand (iv) avoidingbeing exposed to public
attention®?,

56 COFAVIC (2014)yenezuela: Sentencias de silencio Informe situacdDatechos Humanos en Venezuela

en el contexto de prestas estudiantiles de febrernayo2014 FebruaryMay, 2014 Onling Available from:

http://w ww.cofavic.org/wpcontent/uploads/2014/11/COFAVAEentenciagie-SilencieFinat.pdf [Accessed

25 Apri| 20186].
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violence or their womanhood andhéir social origin

%8 Recurrently, COFAVIC reported testimonies from women that affirm officials threatened them wiitg rap

them or forcing them to practiceral sexto their guards.

59 COFAVIC (2014)enezuela: Sentencias de silencio Informe situa@ddetechos Humanos en Venezuela

en el contexto de prestas estudiantiles de febrernayo2014 FebruaryMay, 2014 Onling Available from:

http://w ww.cofavic.org/wpcontent/uploads/2014/11/COFAVAEentenciagle-SilencieFinat.pdf [Accessed

25 Apri| 20186].

8 When mentioning their relatives, some tfe womenwere told officials would kill their children so they

would grow up alone, adding moresychological violence

61 COFAVIC (2014)enezuela: Sentencias de silencio Informe situacién de Derechos Humanos en Venezuela
en el contexto de prestas estudiantiles de febrernayo2014 FebruaryMay, 2014Onling Available from:
http://www.cofavic.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/COFAVAEentenciagie-SilencieFinat.pdf [Accessed

25 Apri| 20186].

21


http://www.cofavic.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/COFAVIC-Sentencias-de-Silencio-Final-.pdf
http://www.cofavic.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/COFAVIC-Sentencias-de-Silencio-Final-.pdf
http://www.cofavic.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/COFAVIC-Sentencias-de-Silencio-Final-.pdf

Several of the women arrested were placed in prisons with common prisomdrs
insulted them and harassedéim with sexual insultan reduced spaces and ignoring their
physiological needs, by denying them paper toilet or maxi pads. Another pattern detected
by COFAVIC was the one referred to the order given to women to undress, while in
detention. Official womenwould mock them regarding their physique characteristics.
Some women also reported being subjected to digaaal and vaginal inspections
considered by both the InteAmerican Court and Commission on Human Rights as
torture- while using obscene expresa2.

Women that were not arrested but were assaulted durohgmonstrations,or simply as
bystanders also reported being victim of violence due to their gender. Some of them
were badly woundedby pellet gunshots, at a closkstance, in their faces ardg$2.

Regardinghe womenpolitical prisonersarbitrarily arrested by the GoV, some have been
released anden remain imprisoned. In many cases, their processes have also suffered
from considerable judicial delays and other serious due process viosatemd they have
reported being victim of physical, mental and moral damage.

46KS ¢2Y6Y {9.LbQa (G2NIdNB O02yFAySYSyi

Since2014 somepolitical prisonershavebeen confinedin SEBINneadquarterdocatedin
PlazaVenezuelain the heart of Caraca whichis compoundedof sevencellslocatedin
the basementwith cementwallspaintedall in white, thus, prisonersseeno other colors-
known as the & ¢ K AightSi 2 NIi @hsBohfinement center has been baptized as La
Tumba (The Tomb) becauseit is a remote, cold and isolated place Prisonersare not
allowed to exercise and, as a consequence,their physical condition has changed
dramatically*.

Asreported by detaineeswho havebeenconfinedin TheTomh aswell astheir relatives-
and confirmed by FPVmemberand human rights lawyer, TamaraSujj and membersof

62 COFAVIC (2014)yenezuela: Sentencias de stlieninforme situacion de Derechos Humanos en Venezuela

en el contexto de prestas estudiantiles de febrernayo2014 FebruaryMay, 2014Onling Available from:

http://www.cofavic.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/COFAVAEentenciasie-SilencieFinat.pdf [Accessed

25 April 20186].

63 COFAVIC (2014)enezuela: Sentencias de silencio Informe situacién de Derechos Humanos en Venezuela

en el contexto d protestas estudiantiles de febrernayo2014 FebruaryMay, 2014Onling Available from:

http://www.cofavic.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/COFA@Sentenciasie-SilencieFinat.pdf [Accessed

25 April 20186].

64 NTN24(2015) £€The Tomb" white torture center at SEBRY January 2015 [Online] Available from:
http://ntn24web.com/naticia/la-tumba-el-centro-de-tortura-blancadel-sebin38484  [Accessed 26
October, 2015]La Nacion2015) DS NI NR2 / I NNB NR Q& . 20 &anuary 2056 Avdilatilet SR ¢ K S
from:http://www.lanacion.com.ve/infogeneral/da-celdade-gerardacarrerole-dicenla-tumba/

[Accessed 26 October, 2015]
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local NGOJusticiay ProcesaJusticeand Process)in suchconfinementcenter prisoners
live under subhumanconditions and suffer limitations of all kinds. Cellsmeasure 3x2
meters,the air conditioningis setin averylow temperatureandthe white lightsare never
turned off -neither during the day nor at night- thus, they do not know when it is day or
night. Somedetaineeshave only receivedsunlight half an hour per week®. Thereis no
natural air, no natural light, no windows and no sounds.Detaineescan only hear the
subway passingover their heads. They are subjectedto cell isolation, which means
detaineesare unableto seeeachother. Theircellshavewnhite wallsand graybars with a
little hole through which they receive their food. During the first stage of their
confinement, they were locked 24 hours a day and were surveilled by camerasand
microphones.Theycould only stretch their legswhen they rang an internal bell askingto
be taken to the toilets. Theywere subjectedto permanentwhite light, 24 hours a day.
Whenthe custodyofficerswanted to punishthem, they would set the air conditioningin
its lowest temperature. During the first month of their confinement, they were not
allowed to receivethe visit of their attorneys. Theysuffered from diarrhea, vomits and
hallucinations for which a SEBINJoctor prescribedmedicinesthey took with fear. They
were paleand sufferedfrom other lackof Vitamin D consequencesaswell as depression.
For five months, The Tomb detaineeswere taken outdoors only three times, during one
hour®s,

As stated by membersof Justiciay Procespthe purpose of inflicting the & ¢ K AightS
0 2 NI dzhShreak them and force them to sign documents pleading guilty or
incriminatingothers’”. Theyinsistthat SEBINbfficers haveinflicted psychologicatorture
on detainees$®.
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http://runrun.es/rr-es-plus/investigacion/186905/assla-tumba-del-sebinde-plazavenezuela.html
[Accessed 0 May, D16].

5 ABC«La tumba», siete celdas de tortura en el corazén de Cara@aSebruary, 20150nline] Available
from:http://www.abc.es/internacioral/20150210/abcitumba-celdastortura-venezuela201502091144.html
[Accessed 0 May, 2016]Cool Channel TV (2015@carrero_C777: Con dolor de padre confirmo que mi hijo
@gerardocarrero7 y sus comeros jsiguen en denigrantes condicione® February, 203. [Online]
Availablefrom: https://www.coolchannel.tv/2015/02/09/carreroc77-ton-dolor-de-padre-confirmo-que-mi-
hijo-gerardocarrero#/-suscompaerossiguenen-denigrantescondicione§Accessed 0 May, 2016]

57 ABCxLa tumba», siete celdas de tortura en el corazén de Carb@d®bruary, 2015Jnline]Available
from:http://www.abc.es/internacional/20150210/abdiumba-celdastortura-venezuela201502091144.html
[Accessed 0 May, 2016]

8 Cool Channel TV (2015@carrero_C777: Catolor de padre confirmo que mi hijo @gerardocarrero7 y sus
compdierosjsiguen en denigrantes condicion8d~ebruary, 20150nline]Availablefrom:
https://www.coolchannel.tv/2015/02/09/carreroc77-ton-dolor-de-padre-confirmo-que-mi-hijo-
gerardocarrero#/-suscompaerossiguenen-denigrantescondicione§Accessed 10 May, 2016].
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Fuente: descripcion aportada por familiares de RU N RU NES
detenidos en“La Tumba’, Sebin de Plaza Venezuela

Descriptiorof The Tombcellsbasedon information givenby relativesof the detainees.
SourceRunrunes

Thet S 2 LIDBefder -Tarek William Saab has affirmed torture practices are not
inflicted in The Tomi$®;, however,he afterwardsinformed that his OfficerequestedSEBIN
to improve the confinementconditions®. Relativesof the detaineesand HumanRights
NGOsin Venezuelahave persistently denouncedthe use of The Tomb for confining
studentsand dissidents and arguethat the conditionsof confinementconstitute mental
or psychologicatorture’®. Theyhavedemandedauthoritiesto closeThe Tomb insteadof

®Runrunest &N Sa &[ ¢dzvYol ¢ R S¥ Fdbibayi 301ERBhe]Availablefrom:+ Sy ST dzSt I @
http://runrun.es/rr-es-plus/investigacion/18690%stesla-tumba-del-sebinde-plazavenezuela.html

[Accessed 0 May, 2016].

ol Channel TV (2015@carrero_C777: Con dolor de padre confirmo que mi hijo @gerardocarrero? y sus
compdierosijsiguen en denigrantes condicion8d-ebruary, 2015Qnline]Available from:
https://www.coolchannel.tv/2015/02/09/carreroc77-ton-dolor-de-padre-confirmo-que-mi-hijo-
gerardocarrero#-suscompaerossiguenen-denigrantescondicione§Accessed 10 May, 2016].

"LNTN24 (2014)Foro Penal Venezolano denounced torture against Gerardo Caviautube 9 December

2014 [Online] Video w&ailable from: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FsmJ9pdyjFEAccessed 26

October, 2015].El Pais(2015) Venezuela, brujas y demonio80 Apri] 2015 [Online] Available from:
http://internacional.elpais.com/internacional/2015/04/30/actualidad/1430401529 990860.htfAlccessed
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As at May 2016, there were Btthree prisoners confined in The TofibLorent Saleh,
Gabriel \llés and Juan Miguel de Sousehose caseswill be developed in detail on
Chapter I

p® [ S2 LI2dsofitary dordirelSdntQ

Leopoldo Lépez hasebn arbitrarilyarrested for more than two years aRamo Verdge

which is located 28 mile¢45 km) from the city of Caracd$ The conditions of his
imprisonment have worsged as months go by. As of today, he has been in solitary
confinement for one year, wbh constitutes prolonged psychological tortur@®n a
LISGAGAZ2Y FAESR GAGK ! bQa {LISOALFE wl LILI2 NI S dzN
RSANI RAY3I GNBFGYSYy(d 2N LldzyAaKYSy (s deys al NOK
isolated in a prison buildingvhere he is the only detaineeGuards accompany him

everywhere while he is out of his cell and prevent him from having any meaningful social

contact with other prisonegs®.

Leopoldo Lopezdeclared prisoner of conscience by Amnesty Internatiomas been
unjustly incarcerated foover 2 years. Hdas described his solitary confinement situation
in his bookPreso pero Libravhen he points out that solitary confinement is the situation
in which he has spent most of his incarceratiém fact, he habeen @mpletely isolated

Available from:  http://runrun.es/rr-esplus/investigacion/186905/assla-tumba-del-sebinde-plaza
venezuela.htm[Accessed 0 May, 2016].

2 ool Channel TV (2015@carrero_C777: Con dolor de padre confirmo que mi hijo @gerardocarrero7 y sus
compdieros jsiguen en denigrantes condicioness February, 2015 Qnline] Available from:
https://www.coolchannel.tv/2015/02/09/carreroc77-ton-dolor-de-padre-confirmo-que-mi-hijo-
gerardocarrerofy-suscompaerossiguenen-denigantescondicione§Accessed 10 May, 2016].

73 Gerardo Carrero, whose case is detailed in The Requagedsmonths confined in The Tomiwhere he
was allegedly tortured, as reported by various NGOs and his relatives.

7 Going to Ramo Verde by highwayom Caracastakes anhour and a half. Thguiding point is the
roundabout called fie Indian, located in the heart of the Guaicaipuro municipaktysteep climb of 500
meters leads to the front door, from where one can appreciate part of the infrastructardittle
deteriorated by the years and the coldhdre are four officialeshere -the first line of securitywho are in
charge of requiring the identificath card of thevisitors. They verify if they @ on the list of people with
permitted access. Therthe checkingprocess comesvisitors pasgo the dressing room where thegre
asled to open purses, wallets, or briefcase, to take off shoes, and in some occasions even drRghomna
(2015): Asi es un dia de Leopoldo Lépez en la carcel de Ramo 9avtiy 22015 Qnline] Availablefrom:
http://www.panorama.com.ve/politicayeconomia/Asisun-dia-de-Leopoldelopezen-carcelde-Ramao
Verde20150529[Accessed 12 May 201L6

S Genser, Jare(R016) [Online]Availablefrom: http://perseus-strategies.com/wp
content/uploads/2016/03/Complainto-UN-SpecialRapporteuron-Torture-LeopoldeLopezLilianTintori-
and-AntonietaMendoza3.23.16.pd
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for seven monthshalf of the time he hasbeen inRamo Verdehe hasbeen in solitary
confinement’®,

President MaduroDiosdado Cabelledeputy of the National Assembligrmer president

of this entity and Viceresident of the United Sdaalist Party of VenezuelaPértido
Socialista Unido de VenezadPSUV)and Colonellosé Salvador Viloriaurrent Director

of Ramo Verdel NB NBalLlRyairoftS F2N (KSsingacdtdtiéhy Ay 3
conditions and for the psychological torturewhich he is subjected.

Likewise, Leopoldo Lopez continues being a victim of violation of the attaiiet
privilege, as confirmed by his attorneyjuan Carlos Gutiérrezand other unlawful
conditions, when they meet iRamo VerdeHe is the only prisomeconfined in a 4torey
tower. His 2x3 meter diameter cell is located in the fourth floor of this tower. In order to
access his isolation cell, it is necessary to go through 10 doors and open 12 padlocks.

President Nicolas MadurdDiosdado Cabellaas wel asother D 2 + Hig& officers have
continued to use pejorative adjectives to refer to Lépez. Among some of these discrediting

2 1

GSN¥asx (GKS F2ft26Ay 3 RamoyWRrdé 2 dzlyYR GiYKINR G AP Ak

statements made at the end of 2015, Diosdado Cabedaintained that the opposition

f SFRSNJ [ S2L2ftR2 [s5LST Aa | aKAIKE& RIFy3ISNERdJza

to add security meages to his confinement locatidh

Dramatizacio

TheRamo Verda prison and representation of the cell where Leopoldo IsGpadinded.
Source: La Patilla

6 Lépez, L (2016):Preso pero Libre Spain, Peninsula p. 156 and 159. Available in
iBooks:https://itun.es/us/MCWLab.!

77El Naciona(2015)5 A 2 a Rl R2 /I 68t € 2Y [ $2 L ti 23 NP-asARIobRE2015dzy & LIND &

[Online] Available from: http://www.el-nacional.com/politica/LeopolddopezpeligrosidadDiosdade
Cabello_0_72052970.html[Accessed 11 May, 2016].
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6. Pro-government paramilitaries:The unlawful armed groups executing
the D 2 tr&oéession plan against the civilian population

As it was stated in The Request, the GoV has designddcoordinated a repression

plan’®, exeated by the national amed forces, thenational security forces, thenational
intelligence services and the different statkevel security forces, to repress
demonstrationsand attack activities carried out by people expressing disssimce
February 2014 These forces have continuously actgdintly with different pro
government armed paramilitariescommonly known ascolectivos who consider
GKSYaSt gSa lFa (GKS LIS2L)X SQa FNX¥YSR gAy3aId ¢KSe
main purpose is todefend the so-called Bolivarian Revolutionthrough parapolice

Fdzy QUA2yasz oAGK § RSTheD arealRé inveli8dNN Nlegal Rah&igsS a a
including drugrafficking,extortion, racketeering, contract killings and car t§&fwith the
tolerance of the Gu.

The Venezuelan Observatory on Social Confli@@bservatorio Venezolano de
Conflictividad SocialOVCS)determined thesegroups act throughout the Venezuelan
territory -the most activebeinglocated in Caracasvhere there are at least 71 of them

and haveviolence records against demonstrators and political dissidéntost of these

3 NP depé&iations are, indeed, conducted 23 de Eneroa slum located near the
Miraflores Palace, in the heart of the city, close to most of Venezuela's government
buildings2.

a4 dzyAdGa 2¢gAy3a ffSIALYOS (2 (GKS D24 GKSe& |
D2+Qa | 3ASYRIZXZ Sy T2 NOMWkich is indt dhly impléamented Ry legd LINS & & A
means but also bgriminal organizations under th@e factocontrol ofthe State. h 2014,
the OVCSletected a repression patternrwhich in many occasionshasled to casualties

8 Although it was initially designed to last for six months, the Homeland Security Plan has now been in force
across the Venezuelan territory for over 2 years.

® Observatorio Venezolano de Conflictividad Social (20M#nifestantes en la mira de Colectivos
Paramilitares  [Online] Available  from: http://www.observatoriodeconflictos.og.ve/oc/wp-
content/uploads/2015/06/InformeManifestantesen-la-mira-de-paramilitares.pd{Accessed 4 May, 2016].

8 Solis D (2016) In Venezuela, Armed Groups Find Opportunity in Calarhitiarch, 2016[Online]
Available from: https://www.stratfor.com/sample/analysis/venezuelarmedgroupsfind-opportunity-
calamity?amp%3Buuid8897835f1e2-4ca19020b045182a3e1d&id=%2A%7CLIST%3AUID%7C%2A
[Accessed 4 May, 2016].

81 Observatorio Venezolano de Conflictividad Social (20M&iifestantes en la mira de Colectivos
ParamilitaregOnline]Availablefrom: http://www.observatoriodeconflictos.org.ve/oc/wpg
content/uploads/2015/06/InformeManifestantesen-la-mira-de-paramilitares.pdfAccessed 4 May,4.6].

82 Solis D (2016)In Venezuela, Armed Groups Find Opportunity in Calainkarch, 2016[Online]
Availablefrom: https://www.stratfor.com/sample/analysis/venezuelarmed-groupsfind-opportunity-
calamity?amp%3Buuid=b819788F2-4ca19020b045182a3e1d&id=%2A%7CLIST%3AUID%7C%2A
[Accessed 4 May, 2016].
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carried out bypro-government armed paramilitaries and allowed by national security
forces, including: (i) coordinated attacks wi@NBand PNB aganst civilians; (ii) use of
toxic and fireweapons (iii) practice of tortureor other cruel, inhuman or degrading
treatment -including sexual assault; (ipractice ofraids without court orders; and (v)
persecution against journalists, political oppamitiactivists, social leaders and studéfts

l'a LI NI 27F § 6&0oVeS haQ detettightrtieOpattern: the colectivos)

repressive acts against peaceful demonstratgrsast KS D2 +Qa FwhHelm i NBa L
demonstrations expressing political contenissr Taking advantage ofmpunity and the

D2+ Q& LJSchidttivadaténé ty tErrorize people and prevent them from demanding

the GoV torespect theirNA I Kia® ! OO2NRAYy3I (2 GKS hzx/{Qa
RdzZNAY 3 HAawmn QA& viokrd MEtichs dxediited Soipio-§dv@nment armed

paramilitaries occurred in at least 437 protests. In most of them, people wounded by
gunshots were reportei.

t NFaAaARSY(l al RdZNE KAYaStF KFra AyaraidSR Ay RSy
Venezuelarcolectvog and has affirmed thafd Xfithere is awareness somewhere, it is in

1KSaS 02t SOGAG2a o6X0 L OFy | adadaNB @&2dz GKS&S
culture. They had to arm in the past and are now organized for protecting their
community¥®®. FAve days after such statement, Wilmer Juan Carballo was murdered in

Aragua state, by a gunshot in his face, during a demonsti&tidtacks against civilians
SALISOALIff & RdzNAywae sibsatpieftly egoied addhes Marahi 2014,
PresidentMaduro directly ordered theolectivogo stifle demonstrations, by stating, on a
YIYyRFEG2NE o6 Nl loR @he VBCh [adgroup of prgovernment armed
paramilitaries], on the communal councils, on communities, on colectivos: flame that is lit,

83 Observatorio Venezaho de Conflictividad Social (201B)anifestantes en la mira de Colectivos
ParamilitaregOnline]Availablefrom: http://www.observatoriodeconflictos.org.ve/oc/wpg
content/uploads/2015/06/InformeManifestantesen-la-mira-de-paramilitares.pd{Accessed 4 May, 2016].
84 Observatorio Venezolano de Conflictividad Social (20M&iifestantes en la mira de Colectivos
Paranilitares [Online]Availablefrom: http://www.observatoriodeconflictos.org.ve/oc/wp
content/uploads/2015/06/InformeManifestantesen-la-mira-de-paramilitares.pd{Accessed 4 May, 2016].
85 E| Universal Maduro (2014xNo acepto la campafia de demonizacion de los colectid@$ebruary,
2014  [Online]  Available  from: http://www.eluniversal.com/nacionay-politica/protesas-en-
venezuela/140219/madurmo-aceptala-campanade-demonizaciorde-los-colectivos [Accessed 5 May,
2016].

8 Tic Television (2015)Lo aniquilaron en Cagua de disparo en la cf@nline] Available from:
http://www.tictv.com.ve/index.php/noticias/item/18173o-aniquilaronen-caguadedisparcen-la-cara
[Accesse@?2 February2016].
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flamethat is extinguisheéf’. On 12 April, 2014, Jesls Enrique Acosta was murdered when
armed groups shot against sorheuse$&®.

The pregovernment armed paramilitary groupse under thede factocontrol of the GoV,

which provides them with the resources to enate and allow them to function with
immunity from prosecution. Not only is their training similar to that of the police force,
they have also been known to use police resources and appear alongside high level police
officials in public events,

The commlzy S & Q O-pdnotiedhby f6rmer President Hugo Chavez and continued by
President Madureis directly linked to theolectivosunning. According to the Ministry of
Popular Power for Communes and Social Movements, in 2015, a budget calculated in
41,708000 bolivars was requested to the Vipeesidency for the Development of
Territorial Socialismdzy RS NJ 9 f NI & °.Vgl25210@Ddoliars Ndeakpe@ed to
strengthen 10,000 social movements in the country and support 41,300 Power Popular
organizatons. Severatolectivospromote communes and receive funding through them,
which in theory should not be illegal; however, some of these groups have, among its
LINA2NRGASEASY TFdzyOiAazya NBEFGISR (2 daaSOdz2NRmRGe
colectivosassociated with communes or ngmofit organizationssuch ad.a Piedritaand

Alexs Vive which have among its purposes fighting against drug dealandState
prerogative and security and citizen control activities, receiving funding from the’GoV

87 Diario de Caracas (20148echazan decision de Maduro de mana colectivos a la cal[®nline]Available
from: http://diariodecaracas.com/politica/rechazadecisiormaduromandarcolectivosla-calle [Accessed
22 February, 2016].

88 Ultimas Noticias (2014)Asesinado un universitario durante protesta en La Isab§lcdine] Available
from: http://www.ultimasnoticias.com.ve/noticias/actualidad/sucesos/asesinagwuniversitaricdurante-
protestaen-la-. aspx#ixzz3ZRDW3B7 [Accessed 22 February, 2016].

8 Inter-American Commission on Human Riglig009): Democracy and Human Rights in Venezuela
Furthermore, as an example of the relationship between the Government and this paramilitary groups, the
Penltent|arySerV|ce87\y7\auSNJZ LNAE 1SN GoAGGSR aoS: GKS 0O2f
RSTSyasS 27T SéeKES UnDarsdty(20IBrala Colectlvos son el pilar para la defensa de la patria
15 February, 2014Online] Available from: http://www.alniversal.com/nacionaypolitica/140215/varela
colectivossonel-pilar-parala-defensade-la-patria [Accessed 28 August, 201E].Nacional(2014) Varela:
Colectivos somos pilar fundamental para la defensa de la patdaFebruary, 20140nline] Availatd
from:http://www.el -nacional.com/politica/Varel&olectivosfundamental

defensaPatria_0_355764657.html [Accessed 28 August, 2015]

% There are already 1,000 in the countagcording to the/enezielan Observatory on Social Conflicts

% Ministerio de Poder Popular para la Inform@eiy Comunicacion (Ministry of Information and
Communications) (2014Lreada Vicepresidencia de Desarrollo del Socialismo Territo8aptember, 2014
[Online] Availabke from: http://www.minci.gob.ve/2014/09/creadavicepresidenciale-desarrollodel-
socialismeterritorial/ [Accessed May, 2016].

92 Observatorio Venezolano de Conflictividad Social (201Bjanifestantes en la mira de Colectivos
Paramilitares  [Online] Available  from: http://www.observatoriodeconflictos.org.ve/oc/wp
content/uploads/2015/06/InformeManifestantesen-la-mira-de-paramilitares.pd{Accessed 4 May, 2016].
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Accading to the Inter-American Commission on Human Righits2 YS 2 Fviolderk S&4S &
3 NP dzLB@ave be¥nacting with the encouragement and acquiescence of the Venezuelan
{GFrG6¢OKBAS I NBedr dat[ing] With $e paioipadin or tolerance of stat

agentg®s,

COLECTIVO FINANCE STRUCTURE

In 2015, according to Caracas-based researchers, the Ministry of Popular Power had an operating budget of 42
billion bolivares (roughly $6.6 billion), which was facilitated by the Vice Presidency of the Development of Socialist

Territories. Of this budget, 3 billion bolivares were awarded to the Ministry of Communes, which has financed the
colectivos.

Development of
Socialist
Territories

Ministry of
Popular Power

Colectivos

Source: OVCS

As reported by OVCS, pgovernment armed paramilitaries are constantlyaicomplicity

tension relationshipg A G K G KS D2+Y (KS& |NB dzaSTdzA G2
against Venezuela's political opposition agenaben people demonstrate massively and

RAzZNAYy 3 StSOlAzyad ¢KSe KI @S oAdpdsviskingloteS o SESC
the streets,demandng the fulfillment of their right and expressing their opinionss A

such, they are a source of conflict and a fiskdemocracy’. Recently, they have used

aggressive tactics against Venezuelan opposition le@ersLJ2 £ A (i,AdOring theNJ f £ A S a
parliamentary election campaigmesulting in the murder of an opposition activist, as will

% Inter-American Commission on Human Rig2809) Democracy and Human Rights in Venezuela

% Observatorio Venezolano de Conflictividad Social (20Mgnifestantes en la mira de Colectivos
Paramilitares  [Online] Available  from: http://www.observatoriodeconflictos.org.ve/oc/wp
content/uploads/2015/06/InformeManifestantesen-la-mira-de-paramilitares.pd{Accessed 4 May, 2016].
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be explained below. They afterwaldrassed and threatened opposition deputies during
their sworn into the National Assembly, early in Janffary

These constant violent actionsiave as common elemergnd cause NS & A RSy (i a | RdzN.
violent speech, whose verbal threats have paved the way forsighl violence against

1K24S 6K2 GKAY]l] RAFTFSNByidftes GFrNABSGAY3I LIS2LX
or are perceived as suchiesulting in their death, their imprisonment, theirrtorre and/or

their persecution.

- PN

B. The parliamentary electio® I YLIJ AdyY ¢KS D2+Qa @OA2fS
physical violence and persecution

¢KS KFGSTFdzA |yR F33INBaaA@dS alLISSOK LINRy2dzyOSR
actions promoted by Maduro himself, andarried out by national security forcedong

with pro-government armed paramilitariesSuch actionsre aggravated during events of

national importance-such as electionsmajor criminal cases and/or especial incidents

related to the socieeconomic crisis.

On 6 December, 2015, parliamentary elensowere held in Venezuelaamid an
atmosphere of tension and threats against the political opposition and the civilians
perceived as dissidentior expressing their opinions regarding such elections.

The threats, violence and persecution, recurrent sik@bruary 2014, were intensified

before, during and after the parliamentary elections. During all this time, President

al RdzZN2Qa @A2f Syl &LISSOK gl a O2yadlyd FyR 4;
probabilitiesthe political opposition had to winning thelections.As it was denounced by

the political oppositionand local and international NGOs, the physical violence present in

GKS StSOU02NXt OFYLIAITY g2dzx R KI P Breskléeni 2 NA T A
al RdzZNRE S @Sy If #hé tight $Rup[th& dpposition parties] takes the election

many very grave things would happemcluding street confrontations (...) | will be the first

person to go to the streets to defend with the people our revolution. Our country can only

be governed by revolutibnNA S& o0 X0 ¢KS 2R aAdAz2y &dKz2dzZ R L
saints so that the elections are won by, atherwise it would be total chaos. (...) | swear

GKFG dzy RSNJ y2 OANDdzvadl yoSa ¢2dzZ R L &AdzZNNBYR

% Solis D (2016) In Venezuela, Armed Groups Find Opportunity in Calarhitiarch 2016 [Online]
Available from: https://www.stratfor.com/sample/analysis/veneuelaarmedgroupsfind-opportunity-
calamity?amp%3Buuid=b819788F2-4ca19020b045182a3e1d&id=%2A%7CLIST%3AUID%7C%2A
[Accessed 4 May, 2016].

% | a Ragn (2015)Maduro radicaliza su discurso y agita la violencia en cam@gilovember, 2015
[Online]Availablefrom: http://www.larazon.es/internacional/madureradicalizasu-discursey-agitala-
violenciaen-campanaMD11308949#.TttlmxmKOoglJAlccessed 4 May, 2016].
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[ SG Qa aréd3o deddidd adr homeland and to win in any way, at any, t@stause our
future is in play. Massacre and death will take place if the chavista revolutioi?fails

Most of thepolls carried out by the mairsurveycompanies foresaw thanembers ofa

group of political parties called the Democratic Unity Roundtaliega de la Unidad
Democréticad a! 500 g2dzZ R t22aSfteé& gAYy (GKSthwugi A2y !
strong turnout In order to counteract such disadvantageSUVleaders-the D2 £ Qa

political party, whose electoral motto wa€omo sea a la Asambld€to the Assembly

whatever it take¥ increased their fear strategy through threats and a violent speech.

5dzZNAy3 GKS D2xQa OF YLI ATy Otz2aiy3da FOGAGAGRZ
stablity in the country, as well as thiunding and continuation of social programs on

housing, health, education, etc. depended on the elections triuthpm an evident

display ofthreat and manipulation.

Members ofthe local NGOEspacio Public¢Public Spee) RSy 2 dzy OSR G KI & GKS
violent speech would produce more violence and increase the possibility of attacks against
opposition memberswhich took place on a daily basis during the campaign. They also
criticized that the OGHRiiled toinvestigate thesesituations properl§®.

The international communitythe Organization of American State®AS, the Riropean

Union, the United Statesgovernmentl YR { LI} Ay Q& t NBaA&BYy > al |
condemned the attacks against the political opposition during thééleA 2 y a8 Q O Y LJ A
h! { Q { SONX-uisMEnagp&ysididd these attacks were trying to intimidate

opposition members and demanded the GoV to act immediately in order to avoid

St SOlGAz2ya GdaNYySR AyidG2 |y 6SBS Hiendng, ox&d aiNBy
again, his aggssive speech, President Maduemswered:d hy OS ¢S KI @S R2Yy ¢
investigation, well, | expect a rectification, if that piece of filth of Almagro still has some

9 El Naciona{2015) [Online] 22 June 201Bvailable from: http://www.elnacional.com/politica/Maduro
lanzaracalleoposiciorAN_0 651535042.html [Accessed 4 November, 2015]

% Diario Las Américas (2018)aduro advierte que de la victoria del chavismo "depende la paz" de
Venezuela3 December, 20180nline]Availablefrom:
http://www.diariolasamericas.com/5804_elecciones-venezuela/3491968 maduradviertevictoria
chavismedependevenezuela.htm[Accessed 2 March, 2016

% a Ragn (2015)Maduro radicaliza su discurso y agita la violencia en cam@gilovembe, 2015
[Online]Availablefrom: http://www.larazon.es/internacional/madureradicalizasu-discursey-agita-la-
violenciaen-campanaMD11308949#.TttlmxmKOoglJAlccessed 4 May, 2016].

1001 3 Ragn (2015)Maduro radicaliza su discurso y agita la violencia en cam@gialovember, 2015
[Online]Availablefrom: http://www.larazon.es/internacional/madureradicalizasu-discursey-agitala-
violenciaen-campanaMD11308949#.TttlmxmKOoglJAlccessed 4 May, 2016].
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ethics and morals. And | hope filth in general excuses me; pofilih, | have compared
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broadcasts ¢adena nacionala platform frequently used for making propaganda, which

surpassed 500 hours earlier this yeancs he took office, 3 years aganit Venezuelans

option to access free informationand entertainment®2Through these national
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the people; the rightving group cannot wi [the parliamentary elections]; it is forbidden
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asked the GoV, as well, to stop the threats and the messages asking not to recbgmniesults-if contrary

to their interests and take, therefore, the streets. He also called for peace and asked the GoV to respect the
Constitution and the lawA y 2 NRSNJ (2 LINB & S NIEAmplls $2016)CaidérinNBrgea  a G | 6 A f
Urosa SavinoEl Presidente de la Republica no deberia incitar a la violeiblovember, 20150nline]
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the government, its mandatory advertisements anddglenas. As at 2014, the GoV owned 13 TV stations

and 11 radio stations. Such figures did not include the safglabovisiona TV station known for its critical

news againsthe GoV andCadena Caprilesvhich regroups different written press mediReuters (2016):

Presidente de Venezuela acumula mas de 500 horas en transmisiones por televisiar26ydapoary, 2016
[Online]Availablefrom:

http://Ita.reuters.com/article/entertainmentNews/idLTAKCNOV42fAzcessed.3 March, 2014. Prodavinci

(2014): Medios de Comunicacion Social en Venezuela. Notas sobre el nuevo régimen comunicativo; por
Marceliro Bisbal4 June, 20140nline]Availablefrom: http://prodavinci.com/2014/06/04/vivir/mediosde-
comunicaciorsociaten-venezuelanotassobreel-nuevoregimencomunicativepor-marcelingbisbal/

[Accessed.3 March, 2016¢. Reporters without Borders (2013u I LILJI2 NII | yy dzSf wHnamo adzNJ f Q:
de la presse dans le monfiénline]Availablefrom: https://rsf.org/index2014/eramericas.php#

103 Sumate:Entorno NacionaMiércoles, 2 de diciembre de 20P5December, 2015Jnline]Availablefrom:
http://entornos.sumate.org/?p=7797Accessed 3 March,201§.

104 Government of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela (20P®sidente Maduro a la militancia

bolivariana: jQue nadie se confunda, que nadie se duerma en sus la2#¢léklvember, 20150nline]
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During the m@rliamentary election campaign, opposition candidates at the time
denounced that videos were they appeared and were mandatory broadcast on national
television, were manipulated in order to affect their image, distort their messages and
therefore try to chage them with inexistent crimé8%. Opposition leaders also denounced

that the National Electoral Counc{Cdnsejo Nacional Elector@@NE)) did not fulfill their

obligations in terms ofa (1 2 LILJAY 3 (G KS D2+ Gpplying She Ardlevarit 6 dza S |
sanctions agaist their messages inciting violente.
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dissidents-especially those involved in the opposition campaign for the parliameamd

resulted in the death of Luis Manuel Dja member ofAccion Democratic§AD) -an

opposition party, member dfAUD. Diaz was murdered while he was on a stage with Lilian

Tintori-] S2 LJ2 f R2 [ i an @@posifich Tafpaign activity, on 25 November,
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denounced Diaz had been shot in the head by people involved with'PSaid assured

having the relevant evidence that would connect the GoV with this éfitne

¢KS RIFI& 0ST2NB 5NI 1T QaamYmaNdatdrWNEoadcast ok ationals S S| f &
television, PresidentMaduro threatened the political opposition by stating that:, 2 dzX
right-wing oligarchs, start praying, because the Revolution will triumph on December 6.

Pray now so there will be peace and trandyilOtherwise, we will go to the streets, and

there, we aré€andanga con burundang$a local expression used to define an aggressive
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or dangerous attitude]. We, the revolutionaries, are better when we are calm, the way we
I NB y&% 06X0

bl { ! wQ al Missidh i iVeneduelasued a statement regarding this incident and
called upon the national authorities in order for them to carry out an exhaustive
investigatiort'™.
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Thefinal results of theparliamentary election were widely favorable for MUD, reaching
112 members out of 1672 Nevertheless, the Supreme Tribun@kibunal Supremo de
Justicia(TSJ)) admitted a challenge request filed by the GoV, against three deputies, in an
attempt to block the Natig'F £ ! a4SYof @ Qa A ydanbundedoy NUDRY I Y R
& 2 dzR A -@videricing@itdEBEis under tHe factocontrol of the Presidency and
follows its agenda. On late December, TSJ admitted seven appeals filed by thaft€ioV
suspending thei usual judicial holiday for this purpodé and issued a precautionary
measure in order to suspend the proclamation of the three opposition deputies
corresponding to Amazonas statéhe alleged purpose, as denounced by MUD members,
was breaking the absol& majority the political opposition reached after the
parliamentary electioht*. Additionally, theaforementionedpolitical prisoners who were
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elected as substitute deputiesRosmit Mantilla, Renzo Pietro and Gilberto Sogmain
imprisonedafter their eledion, in spite of their parliamentary immunity
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come with the counterrevolution triumph in the National Assegibly A few days

afterwards, in a display of manipulatiand punishment against the people widad not
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houses i 2016 0 dziiow & am hesitating, not because | cannot build théot because |

asked for your supportd the peoplejn the parliamentary election] and you did not give it
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allow the rightwing growp to consolidate theitglectoral cou@''’. Continuing with his

threats policy, Maduro even ordered PSUWjist elected deputies to look for the almost 2
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A few minutes after Maduro called again for edlion''® -a month after the parliamentary
election was heldmembers of pregovernment armed paramilitaries were reported to
regroup in front of the National Assembly headquarters, where the new members of the
Assembly were gathering, showing an intimidgtaind threatening attitud&®.
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against the National Assembly, after a law granting ownership over houses given in social
programs was approvédt. Maduro told their follevers to go to the streets and take
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the GoV has then followed the steps to incapacitate aeflse the work ofthe

democratically elead National Assembly, by trying to create a parallel Asserdapello

created the National Communal Parliament, not contemplated in the Venezuelan
Constitution but in the Commune Aét- and ordering TSJ to examine the laws passed by

the new National Asseniyn

This situation has been considered dpynstitutionalexperts as a sort afelfcoup-a coup
against the Constitution and against the popular will expressed by the majority of the
Venezuelan electot$* given that the GoV would be aiming to undermineetnew
National Assembly and block all the ways to allow its running.

Experts also consider th&elfcouphas been continued through the Presiderdy facto

control over the Judiciary. A few days after the parliamentary election took place, the

outgoing National Assembly, led by its former Presidediosdado Cabelle@onvened four

extraordinary meetingsn order to appoint the 13 new judgeand 21 acting judgeshat

would replace the recently retired judges. Former TSJ judges have affirmed this eas a n

outrage against the Constitution and that the postulation process should be repeated in

order to respectdemocracy and théndependence of the Judiciary. Their main concern
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through the Judiciary, and the evident partiality of the judges proposed by the outgoing
National Assembldue to their loyalty to the Go\®.

D. The Supreme Tribunal agpolitical instrumentof the GoV

During its first 100 days, the National Ass#ynpassed five laws of which threacluding

the Amnesty and National ReconciliatiBil, which would allow the political prisoners to

be releasedand the TSJ Reformation Lawere called unconstitutional and two were
dismissed by the Presidency. MUBpdties have admitted being victim of harassment by
the Executive and the Judiciary, and consider their interference and obstruction has
affected their work?e.

Since the installation of the National Assembly, TSJ has passed five decisions favorable to
the @+ 20a40GNMz0GAYy3 GKS ' aasSvyofteQa g2N] 3> |02

LYFT 2yl a4 RSLWziAS&a:r o0ft201Ay3 GUKS 2L ardrzy

RSOfFNYGA2y 2F | RSONBS AaaddzSR o0& GKS D2+ |
rejected by he National Assemblyby virtue of their constitutional power; (iii) the
fAYAGEFEOAR2Y 2F GKS blrdAz2ylt !aasSyofeqQa | dziKz2l

{GFrGS ONYYOKSAT O6AQ0 GKS ftAYAGFGA2Y 2F GKS |
control over the appointment of¢ { WQ & -wlidaRvauld3det the 13 judges irregularly

appointed by the outgoing Assembly remain at -T8dd, (v) the declaration of
unconstitutionality of the Amnesty and National ReconciliatBilit?’. TSJ is currently

studyy 3 GKS af S@PSt 2F O2yadAalddziAzylttAatesd 2F GK:
Lawt?8. It is evident that through thseactions, TSJ is being used by the GoV as a tool for

blocking any decision made by the National Assembly complying with their cdiostél

power, and please the GoV to accomplish its agenda. This blocking from an institution

loyal to the Presidency, against a democratically elected and independent branch of the

125E| Nuevo Herald2015):Maduro juega al caos inconstitucional tras derrota electdal December, 2015
[Online] Available from: http://www.elnuevoherald.com/noticias/mundo/americgatina/venezuela
es/article50976535.htm]Accessed 15 April, 2016].

126 Efecto Cocuyo (2016fn los primeros 100 dias la AN aprobo cinco leyes, negadas luego paoMadu
TSJ14 April, 2010nline] Availablefrom: http://www.efectococuyo.com/efectecocuyo/politikom/enlos-
primeros100-diasla-an-aprobo-cincoleyesnegadaspor-el-tsj [Accessed®9 April, 2016].

127E| Tiempo (2016Cinco fallos del Tribunal Supremo que protegen a Maduro en VenetBiddaril, 2016
[Online] Available from: http://www.eltiempo.com/mundo/latinoamerica/fallosdel-tribunal-supremceque-
protegena-maduro-en-venezuela/1656240pAccessed 8 April, 2016].

128 E| Nacional (20169 evalla constitucionalidad de Ley de Cestaticket para Pensionados y Jubflados.
April, 2016 0nline]Availablefrom: http://www.el -nacional.conpolitica/TSJL ey CestaticketPensionados
Jubilados 0 834516742.htifAccessed 29 April, 2016].
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State will continue in the future against any single decision made by tNational
laasSyofesx +ta f2y3 +ta (K82 IINB 3FAyad GKS D2

Recently, the President of the National Assemblgnry Ramos Allumlenounced that TSJ

Ad y2¢ RSOfIFINAYy3I o0AffaQ dzyO2yaildAiddziazyl fAdGe
-referring to a bill the Assembly was preparing in order to carry out an eventual
amendmentof the Constitution, and that was approved during its first debate, but was

called unconstitutional by TSJ, without completing its definitive &ift

On AprilH n mc Z CaohdtitWiQreal Chamber imposed seven new limitations to the

National Assembly, in order to continue reducing its powar evident plan they have

been executing since the installation of the Assembly: (i) the Assembly is obliged to

consult its projects wif (G KS &t 2LJdzf  NJ t 26 SNE GKNRJdZAK aai
consultation procedure set forth in the Venezuelan Constitution does not mention neither

the popular power nor the street parliamentarism; (ii) the term applied to the public
consultation of lawsshall be at least 20 days, which could be prorogated at the Popular

Power request. This would allow them to control the duration of the public consultation;

(i) the National Assembly will not be able to carry out their sessions without a previous
A8hourOF f £ T O0AQ0L SIOK &aSaaArzyQa | ISyRIF akKlftft y:
GKS 1'aaSvyofeéeQa RSoFGS&ar SalLISOAFffe@zr NBIINRAY
Assembly can no longer postpone the agenda for another session, impropatigdithe

parliamentary debate; (vi) the Constitutional Chamber temporarily eliminated the time

limit deputies have for their speeches, which will certainly affect the development of

debates, should the deputies have unlimited speech time frames; @ijlan economic

project shall be made for each bill in order for it to be approved by the Executive, should it
O2yaARSNI AU Aa -acéndd whithyid noticdntaided @ thé Cohstiutidh

According tahe opinion ofconstitutional scholarghese limitations are not established in

the Constitution and cannot be considered rational since they have two basic intentions:
KAYRSNI FyR RSftl & (KS RS ahe ind&ts€liougctedidrd sbrtoRS @St 2 L.
veto for the Executive over every bif-a K2 dzft R G KS 9ESOdzi A @S O2ya&aAcr

129 Since2005, when the GoV took control over TSJ, 45.474 decisions had been passed; however, in any of
them hasTSdecided against the GoV.

130E| Nacional (216): Ramos Allup sobre sentencia del TSJ: Sinvergiienzas ya ni esperan aprobacion leyes
25 April, 201§0nline]Availablefrom: http://www.el -nadonal.com/politica/RamosAllup-TSJ
Sinverguenzaaprobacion 0 836316506.htrfAccessed 29 April, 2016].

131 provadinci (2016)Estas son las 7 nuevas limitaciones que impuso el TSJ a la AN; por José Ignacio
Hernandez23 April, 201§O0nline]Availablefrom:
http://prodavinci.com/blogs/estassonlas7-nuevaslimitacionesque-impuscel-tsj-a-la-an-por-jose-ignacic
hernandez2[Accessed 29 April, 2016].

132 provadinci (2016)Estas son las 7 nuevas limitaciones que impuso el TSJ a la AN; por José Ignacio
Hernandez23 April, 201O0nline]Availablefrom:
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unviability, the National Assembly will not be able to pass it, impeding the fulfillment of

0KS 1aasSvyoteQa YIAYy 20ftA3LGA2YDd ¢KAA Aa | yS
power separation pri®@A L S Sy aKNAYSR Ay GKS [/ 2yaiAadadz
interference over the National Assembly.

{ SOSNIt aOK2flNAX bDha YR AYOGSNYIlIGA2YyLlIf 2NE
lack of autonomy and independence, and how its behaviof ida@y SR gA G K G KS t NF
agenda, acting as its political tool. They have also highlighted and issued reports on its
structure and functioning, all of which was described in detail in The Request. Members of

Un Estado de Derech@ Rule of Law)a local NGO that carries out stigs on the

Venezuelan JudicianK I S &I NY SR GKFdG Ay LINI OGAOS:E ¢{ W
0SKIFE@A2NI Aa | aONHzRS 3ISydzFt S8 mheyyhave &sb2 NB G K
warned that after a study made over 55 decisigassed by TSJ, a pattern was repeated:

the GoV makes an announcement and, after a few weeks, TSJ providesl¢tant

juridical basis, while declining the rejections based on unconstitutional or illegality

grounds. These cases were directly linked todamental issues such as democratic

principles, independence of the Judiciary, freedom of association and social rights,

political participation and suffrage, private property and freedom of expredion

In a research carried out lyn Estado de Derechwhile the National Assembly majority

belonged to PSUWntil early December 2015the NGOcould not find any sentence

annulling laws passed by it or any kind of blocking against their decisions and agreements
-including those used for stigmatizing, petséing or justifying violations against
RAAAARSY(G4Q NARIKIaAP | 2SOSNE Ay fSaa GKFy 3
against thedecisionsy RS 6@ GKS ySg blaAz2ylrf ! aaSyofeQa
O2y NI NB (2 OKTis B pricOdly dontérrinyIsansidarirg TSJ is the

O2dzy GNEQa O2yFEtAOG FNDBPAGNI G2NT GKSNBEF2NBzZ |
decisions-a public situation undermines its credibility and confidence, and affects the

O2dzy G NE QA f S3I teporisIsNued By yhe dntehAmeriSad £dhtmission on

http://prodavinci.com/blogs/estassonlas7-nuevaslimitacionesque-impuscel-tsji-a-la-an-por-jose-ignacic
hernandez2[Accessed 29 April, 2016].

133 E| Nacional (2016l TSJ no se ha opuest@aadluntad del Ejecutivd.8 January, 201B0nline]Available

from: http://www.el -nacional.com/politica/TSdpuestovoluntadEjecutivo_0_776922374.htm[Acessed

18 April, 2016].

134 Other questionable sentences passed by TSJ have been: the one that declared inadmissible the challenge
aganst the presidential election®i2013-narrowly won by Nicolas Maduro after serious irregularities were
denounced; thesty Y NB LI2f AGAOIf RA&ldzr t AFAOIGA2yaT G(K2asS GKI G
those who have appointed the provisional judges and those passed against the freedom of.dpkeech
Nacional (2016)El TSJ no se ha opuesto a la voluntad del EjecdivJanuary, 201f0nline] Available

from: http://www.el -nacional.com/politica/TSdpuestovoluntad-Ejecutivo 0 776922374.htm[Accessed

18 April, 2016].
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Human Rights have questioned such political intromission and how it affects the
democratic system, stating tha&t 1 KS SEA &GSy 0SS 2F |y AYRSLISYyRS)
make possible other State branégh® O2y aGAGdziA2y It 2@OSNBAIKG |
2dza %A OS¢

E. The Amnesty and National Reconciliatibaw

One of the proposals of the candidates to deputies of the National Assepriny to the
parliamentary elections of December 2Qlbas to aprove the Amnesty Law to free
immediately the political prisoners that are arbitrardyrested On6 December, 2015, the
Venezuelan opposition obtained 112 of the 167 representatives. This means that by
winning two thirds of the seats, the opposition wagrfectly empowered under the
VenezuelanConstitution to approve in the short run and without greater setbacks an
Amnesty Lawvith the purpose ofreeing the political prisonetg®,

In the Venezuelan body of lawthe amnesty is a power of the Nationakgembly that
Fft26a A0 (2 adlryArakKé (GKS ONAYS® Ly 20GKSNJI g+
GKFGO ¢gSNBE O2YYAUGGSR 2NJ O2dzf RWKI@FS 6SSy O2YYA

bSOSNIKStf Saas AYYSRAILGSte FFGSNI GKS RSTSIHG
parliamentary elections, a campaign was begoyD 2 +Hipa level officials, in orderto
block and impede the approval of said law.

In this vein, it is important to mention that after the defeat suffered5a OS Y6 SNJ H a1 mp Q:
parliamentry election President Maduroreacted aggressively lashing out not only

against the elected assembly deputies but also against the very militants of his party
(PSUV) In this regardMaduro visited Chavez's mausolepym the 23 de Enerohillside

slum where the government suffered a sbk loss irthe parliamentary electio's vote.

Accompanied by members A 3K Y S Y 0 S Military2c@mmBrgl,+h@ dccused his

opponents of sowing discrimination and class hatred, cautioning workers who voted for

the opposition that they would regret theidecision to abandon support for the

135 Comision Interamericana de Derechos Humanos (2@@)ntry Report: Venezudl@nline]Available

from: https://www.cidh.oas.org/countryrep/Venezuela2009sp/VEQICAPIIIEHAtcessed 19 April, 2016].

136 pursuant to paragraph 5 of Article 186 of the Venezuelan Constitution, the National Asse@ply

GRSONBS |YySaiArSaédod | SNBX GaRSONBS¢ Aa dzaSR Fa | aey
promulgated by the Assemblyrbugh a law, as reiterated in Article 74 of the Constitution

137 Prodavinci (2015), Puede el Presidente impedir laieation de una Ley de Amnist@i®ecember, 2015
[Online]Availablefrom: http://prodavinci.com/blogs/venezuelpuedeel-presidenteimpedir-la-aplicacion
de-unaley-de-amnistiapor-joseignacichernandefAccesse@0 April, 2016].
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government.Presidenta I R dzNB THhelbadRyMys ion, like the bad guys always do,
through liesk Y R F NWakRrs of ¥é fatherlancknow that you have a president, a
son2 ¥ / KI @S1 I ¢ K238 gddird ontiddd With Gi§ spéeghdrtended to
criminalize political prisoners in generals well as the dissidents arbitrariyrested or
who are in exile, by pointing outthat L g A f f y Aninestyl@vwd $Hedican sgndl
me a thousand laws, but theurderess of the people must p&¥?°.

Another important pregovernment leaderwho has fervently opposed the Amnesty Law
is the formerPresident of theNational Assembly, Diosdado Cabello. He is branded for
openly using his former position as chairman of the Vee&mn parliament to secure the
appointment2 ¥ ¢ { WQtiaché&ldzRn#nS a@s previously explaingd violation of the
Organic Law fothe Supreme Court of Justiceith the intention of controlling them and
giving them direct instructions.

Inthissense/ 6 St 2> gK2 NBFSNAR 2LSyfe (2 (GKS 1Yy
lYYSaAl ¢ FY2y3 20KSNI I aLlS O &abbowstli gossibillyR 2 dzi
off  O02dzld RQSGFdY AdG A& GKS O2yliAydzyOS 2F (KS
the Venezuelan opposition to get rid of Presidéicblas Madurand put an ed to the

Bolivarian Revolutici“©,

Likewise, Diosdado Cabello stateii’he Amnesty Law is a bill promoted by the Fgirig

in Parliament(...); it contemplates freeing from allability those persons who have
transgressedhuman rights, particularly those who called for and executed the violent

actions of the plarfka Salid&]a pacific and legal protest strategy conceivedvmjuntad

Popular an opposition political party led by @€opoldo Lépezwhich resulted inFebruary

HAaMnQAa LR2LzZ N YR YIaairgsS RSwichyetiasdresuk 2y a K
the murder of 43 Meezuelans and some 878 injured)( It is a criminal amnesia law

because what it proposes isath we shald forget everything .(). Also, this legal

138 Daily Mail (20%): Venezuela opposition wins supermajority in National AsserDiglgember 9, 2015.
[Online]Availablefrom: http://www.dailymail.co.uk/wires/ap/article3351898/Venezuekappositionwins
supermajorityNationatAssembly.htm[Accessed 20 April, 2016].

139 Maduro: No firmaré inguna Ley de Amnisti&outube. 8 December2015[Online] Videcavailablefrom:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0z3tn2byOMfAccessed 20 April, 2016].

140venezolana de Television (201B)osdado Cabello: La Ley de Amnistia ampara golpe de Estado al
gobieno de Nicolas Maduro (+ Vide@p February, @16[Online]Availablefrom:
http://www.vtv.gob.ve/articulos/2016/02/16/diosdadecabelleley-de-amnidia-amparagolpe-de-estadoal-
gobiernade-nicolasmaduro-3082.html[Accessed 20 April, 2016].
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instrument legitimizes crimes such as terrorism, corruption and drug trafficking. We know
that each article ha become a piece of merchandisé

On the other hand, Jorge Rodriguez, membethef sccalled High Political Command of

the Revolution, pointed out that said law does not promote pardon, or reconciliation or
consultation. He also indicated that it dodges, in a brutal manner, the opinion of relatives
of fatal victims and of more than 800 m®ns who wereleft injured by La Salida
summoned by one of the most violent politicians ever knownha tecent history of
Venezuelareferring to Leopoldo Lopé?.

The Amnesty and National Reconciliation Bill was approved on March 29, 20hé by
@g2GSa 2 Natiomdl BLRembly deputieswith the participation of academics,

constitutional lawyers andNational Assembly deputie$his law vas the result of several

months ofwork43,

Oncethe Amnesty and National Reconciliation Law was approwrdsidentMaduro
called hs sympathizers to march ©SJwith the intention of rejecting the approval of this
Law. During an intervention in a mandatory joint radio and TV broadcast, Maduro did not
hide the pressure he exercises ovie{ WQa Y lwhen henflitnénSishave deitled

to send today, and | ask that you join this march, the legal secretary d¥litalores
Palacewith this document requesting the Constitutional Chamber to declare the criminal
Amnesty Law unconstitutionaso that the Supreme Court of Justif€SJJfully complies

with its dutiesand make the decisiop..)'*% @

Additionally, Maduro-in a clear threat to the opposing nuaity in the National Assembly
declared that he will evaluate the possibility of shortening the periothefparliament:& L
will evalwate it with absolute seriousness, | promise the country, and if | see that it
NEBLINEaSyita GKS LlaaroAirftArde G2 OftSIFN (KS

141venezolana de Television (201B)Josdado Cabello: La Ley de Amnistia ampara golpe de Estado al
gobierno de Nicolas Maduro (+ Vide@p February, 20180nling Availablefrom:
http://www.vtv.gob.ve/articulos/2016/02/16/diosdadecabellcley-de-amnistiaamparagolpe-de-estadoal-
gobiernade-nicolasmaduro-3082.html[Accessed 20 April, 2016].

142yenezolana de Television (2016¢y de Amnesia traeria caos al p&i&pril, 2016[Online]Available
from: http://www.vtv.gob.ve/articulos/2016/04/08/jorgerodriguezley-de-amnesiacriminattraeria-caosal-
paisvidec-6759.htmlI[Accessed 2 April, 2016].

143 El Universal (2016):a Asambla Nacional aprob6 la Ley de Amnistia y Reconcilidz@dMarch 2016
[Online] Available from: http://www.eluniversal.com/noticas/politica/asambleanacionataproboley-
amnistiareconciliaciornacional_247144Accessed 2 April, 2016].

144 E| Periodico Venezolano (201Que Terco! Maduro no firmara la LeyAinistia y lanza amenaza a la
AN 6 April, 2016@nline]Available from:http://elperiodicovenezolano.com/tercanaduro-no-firma-la-ley-
amnistialanzaamenazda-an/ [Accessed 21 April, 2016].
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National Assembly, | would activate it myself if the people stand by pnemise you ad |
commit myseHl'4®,

On 11 April, 2016,¢ { Won&titutional Chamber issued Decision number 261 declaring
unconstitutional the Amnesty and National Reconciliation Bill passed by the National
Assembly or29 March, 2016. The decision of the ConstitutioG@dlamber responds to the
written request made by President Maduro in a brief datedpril, 2016. To sustain its
decision of unconstitutionality of the Amnesty and National Reconciliation 8fl, WQ a
Constitutional Chamber argued) the inexistence of theoctrinal requirements and the
international order that establish a basis for transitional justi@®; the inclusion of
common crimes, including organized criminality, which have no relationship with political
crimes;(iii) the violation of the constittional principles of legalitydefinition of the crime
justice and responsibility in the lamaking process(iv) the inclusion in the amnesty of
administrative offense that hurt the defense of public property and the fight against
corruption, object ofinternational treaties subscribed by the Repub(ig; the violation of

the constituitional principle of sovereigntyand, (vi) the effects on society and the body of
law by igoring the rights of the victini4®,

Immediately after the decision oTSJwas know, the reaction of the international

community occurred.United Nations Human Rights Office of the High Commissioner

made a pronouncement on this issue through spokespersorRavina Shamdasawho

& I AReYare very surprised with the ruling yesterdaythe Constitutional Chamber of

+SyST dzStFQa {dzLINBYS [/ 2dzNI 3L Ayad “G6KS ' yYySad

h! {Q { SONEB (-luNBAIMADS ¢s» Ndatted to this decision of thé { WQ a
Constitutional Chamber declarinthe Amnesty and National Renciliation Bill as

dzy O2yadAddziAzy s FailAy3a tNBaARSy(d al RdzZNR (2
opposingmajor® 2 F (1 KS =+ Sy ST ItieSabsblytelytnécésSady lindiSpgndable, &
unpostponable to liberate the political prisoners en€zuela. Thus, the request to Maduro

is to sign the bill, to make it effective immediatednd to liberate the prisoners.j. We

15 E| Periddico Venezolano (PB): Que Terco! Maduro no firmara la LeyAmnistia y lanza amenaza a la

AN 6 April, 2016Qnline]Available from:http://elperiodicovenezolano.cm/terco-madurono-firma-la-ley-
amnistialanzaamenazda-an/ [Accessed 21 April, 2016].

148 Tribunal Supremo de Justicia, Constitutional Chamber, fl@3u4@, 11 April 2016Jnline]Available from:
http://historico.tsj.gob.ve/decisiones/scon/abril/18701864-11416201616-0343.HTMI[Accessed 21 April,

2016].

147 United Nations (2016 b NA IK{Ga 2FFAOS WAdZNLINA ASRQ oib AptilSy ST dzS¢t I ¢
12, 2016[Online] Available from:http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=53666#.\VzPvH6MeSkp

[Accessed 1 May, 2016].
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considersuchlaw an essenal instrument;we wish it would haveot been necessary, that
therewere no politichprisonersA y  + Sy81 dzS¢t | ¢

hyOS GKS I LSedstafGererl tonPregident Maduro to sign the Amnesty Bill

was made, the reaction of representatives of the Venezuelan governimemiediately

camedp + Sy ST dzSt I Q& t SN lhiyibtgfnatiomaSotghidatiorisBeinardoA S G 2
Alvarez refuted it stating thata LG A& Ayd2ft SNIo6fS FyR KI NRf®@
Secretary General to continue with his interventionist attitude, disrespecting the
sovereignty of the States and his aajly as international official*®. For her part, the

Minister of Foreign Affairs, Delcy Rodriguez, added via Twiter:S Kl @S RSOARSR
request an inquiry for deviatioof his functions asSecretaryGeneral of the OA&gainst

Venezuela. There will be consequeit¥s

Byrejecting this law, President Maduro has denied any hope for peace and reconciliation

Ay =SySTdzsStl o LG Aa OtSINI KS aS8Sa y2 ySSR i
As Venezuela falls deeper into its humanitarian and economic crisis, President Maduro
expectedl 2 O2Yy GAydzS G2 RAaNB3II NRolitidakiBanchedztr 2 y 2 Y& 2
order toretain powert>,

By declaring the unconstitutionality of the Amnesty and National Reconciliation Bill, the
possibility ofobtainingthe freedom of 85 political pris@rs moves away31 of them are
arbitrarily arrested for exercising the right to protest during the demonstrations that

have taken place ithe country, since February 201#. An important number of political
prisoners have been arbitrarigrrestedfor more than two years, in many cases without
having been presented before a cour significant number of them havalso been
tortured, asit is the case of Leopoldo Lépez, Gerardo Carrero, Raul Baduel, Alexander

148 Diario Las América®016):AlmagroLJA RS | al RdzNB 1lj dzS FANKXS AGLYSYSRALF G Y S
April, 2016 Pnline]Available fromhttp://www.diariolasamertas.com/4848 venezuela/3731295 almagro
pide-madurofirme-inmediatamenteley-amnistia.html[Accessed 11 May, 2016]

49 EFE (2016Asi respondié Gobierno de Maduro a Almagro por sus declaraciones sobre la Ley de.Amnistia

5 April, 2016 Online] Available fom: http://www.miamidiario.com/politica/venezuela/oea/luis
almagro/nicolasmaduro/presospoliticos/leopoldclopez/delcyrodriguez/leyde-amnistia/asamblea
nacionatde-venezuela/35706RAccessed 11 May, 2016].

150 EFE (2016Asi respondié Gobierno de Maduro a Almagro por sus declaraciones sobre la Ley de.Amnistia

5 April, 2016 Online] Available from: http://www.miamidiario.com/politica/venezuela/oea/luis
almagro/nicolasmaduro/presospoliticos/leopoldclopez/delcyrodriguez/leyde-amnistia/asamblea
nacionalde-venezuela/35706pAccessed 11 May, 2016].

151 Huffington Post (2016)By Blocking the Release of Political Prisoreedls, RdzN2 L& 9NRRAy 3 +SyS
Democracy 13 April, 2016 [Online] Available from: http://www.huffingtonpost.com/jared
genser/venezuelamnestylaw b 9679576.htmlAccessed 11 May, 2016].

152 Foro Penal Venezolano (201%)litical PrisonerfOnline] Available fromhttps://foropenal.com/presos

politicos[Accessed 11 May, 2016].
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Tirado, Rosmit Mantillal.orent Saleh, Gabri&fallés andJuan Miguel de Sousamong
others.

It is important to highlight that the decision of the Constitutional Chamber declaring the
unconstitutionality of the Amnesty and National Reconciliation Bill was a joint ruling
subscribed by:The/ K| Y 0 Bré&sident, Gladys Maria Gutiérrez Alvarado; the Vice
president, Arcadio Delgado Gonzalez, and the magistrates Carmen Zuleta de Merchan,
Juan José Mendoza Jover, Calixto Ortega Riosug&érnando Damiani Bustillos.

F. The OLRleployment coping with crme while violating thehumanrights
of the most vulnerable people

Venezuela is one of the most violent and dangerous countries in the region, with a rate of
58 murders per 100,000 inhabitants in 2015, according to official data. However, local
NGOs such saObservatorio Venezolano de Violen¢ihe Venezuelan Observatory on
Violence), have calculated a higher rate: 90 murders per 100,000 inhaB#ants order

to face this situation, on July 2015, the GoV implemented a new security plan called
Operation fori KS t S 2 LJX S@©peratjvd de Sibekadicn 2ief PuelfdLP))one of

the 24operations forcitizersQ & S,Sidzbldheaiofficial government took office in 1999.

OLPis asecurity model plan conceived by Madutm face criminality a joint operation

ordered by the VicdPresidenciP* and executedy law enforcement agenciesSEBIN, The

Corps of Scientific, Penal and Criminal InvestigatioBselpo de Investigaciones

Cientificas, Penales y Criminalis(iC4CPC)), PNB astdte-level police officers along with

the Bolivaran National Armed Forces (FAN®articularly, GNB®- in breach of the

Venezuelan Constitution, where it is established thtte agencies forcitizerd Security

must be formed by civiliars. Its purposeis ¢to break up criminal groupsdedicated to
SEG2NIA2YX (ARYIFLLAY3I | y RS Thd Gavdabisbalsy giveni KS LIS
politicalreasong a Gl dAy3 GKIFIG h[t A&d AYUGSYRSR (2 afF¥!

B KSAS ydzZYo SNE AFASRRRSEKKaE dzf RI NINBaAaGl yOS (G2 | dzi Kz
by official data as part of the violent deatiBROVEA(016): 3 preguntas sobre OLP April, 2016Online]
Available fromhttp://www.derechos.org.ve/2016/04/07/rafaelizcatequi3-preguntassobreolp/
[Accesse@2 April, 2016].

154 Analitica 2016):El guién oculto de las OLP, por Javier Ignacio Mayb8cilay, 201§0nline] Available
from: http://www.analitica.com/actualidad/elguion-oculto-de-lasolp-por-javierignaciomayorca/
[Accesse@1 May, 2016].

155 According to official data publied on the Minister of Interior, Justice and Peace website, fi@duly,
2015 to11 August, 2015, 5,y 0 Db . = t SSHBINSICPL, abediBoiiders and state-level police
corps were deployed for OLP operations in different communities throughwutountry.

156 E| Nacional (2015PLP se despliega este viernes en CarddaBecember, 201nline] Available from
http://www.el -nacional.com/politica/OLiaracas 0 7544525.html[Accessed®1 May, 2016].
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fAY1ISR (2 a/2ft2Y0ALl-¢gA YA NLIFR.IShde OWNIOFamorey R NX 3§
than 135 operations have been carried 83t

la SELXFTAYSR o6& %dzZ Al Qa {-BiddidzRaisiP hay tRreet dzo f A O
LK &S&aY O6A0 LIS2LX S 3IAPS aSOdzNRGe F3ISyida Ay
problems or commitingO NA YS& Ay (GKS O2YYdzyAGe@éT OAAO h[
adzOK A&dadzSaT FYyRZI O6AAAO FdziK2NAGASA a3Idzd NIy
KFELILISY 59 3| Ay é

h[tQa FANBO LIKIFIAS gl a OFNNASR 2dzi aArvydz G y 8§
District. It was afterwardsleployedin several other states of the Venezuelan territfy

and it is currently executed in all the states of the counthgcording to information

released by the Minister of Interior, Justice and Ped8astavo Gordez Lfpez during

the first 72 hours of OLP, 245 people were arrested and 17 vieiiel | Sy -afedms y €
commonly used by the GoWhen releasing official information on Od.Referring to

peoplethat were killed Around 3,000 agentparticipated in the first OLBeploymentsin

three states-700 special forces agents in Aragle0 GNBagentsin Miranda and 1,200

GNBstatein Ciudad Tiunain Caracd$®

The number of agents deployed for these operaticas well as the number of casualties

and arrestedpeoplehaveincreased as OLfaidscontinue.Two months after the first OLP,

on September 2015, 450 agents were deployed in Vargas, according to a message
LJdzof AAKSR Ay (KS aR\GimdtanSaNdlyisltagehtd wegeN@ployed 2 dzy (i
in Santa Rosa de Agua,4nlia state, where witnesses and victims daddiseraids and

157 Human Rights Watch (201®oder sin limites: Redadas policiales y militares en comunidades populares y
de inmigrantes en VenezuelaApril, 2010nline] Available from
https://www.hrw.org/es/report/2016/04/04/poder-sinlimites/redadaspolicialesy-militaresen-
comunidadespopularesy-de [Accessed®3 April, 2016].

158 Human Rights Wakc(2016):Poder sin limites: Redadas policiales y militares en comunidades populares y
de inmigrantes en VenezuekaApril, 201§0nline] Available from
https://www.hrw.org/es/report/2016/04/04/poder-sirtlimites/redadaspolicialesy-militares-en-
comunidadespopularesy-de [Accesse®3 April, 2016].

159 panorama (2016Was de 50 hampones han sido abatidos en enero durabfedn el Zuli29 January,
2016[Online] Available fromhttp://www.panorama.com.ve/sucesos/Made-50-hamponeshan-sido-
abatidosen-enero-durante-OLPen-el-Zulia201601290051.htmI[Accessed 2 May, 2016].

160 Analitica (2015)La Operacion de Liberacion del Pueb&July, 20150nline] Available from
http://www.analitica.com/opinion/laoperacionde-liberaciondel-pueblo/ [Accessed 2 May, 2016].

161 Cuerpo de Policia Nacional Bolivariana (20@pgracionde liberaciony protecciéndel puebloerradica
paramilitarismo en cuatro zonas del pais [Online] Available from:
http://cpnb.gob.ve/index.php/noticias/externas/135@peracionde-liberaciony-protecciondel-pueblo-
erradicaparamilitarismeen-cuatro-zonasdel-pais[Accessed 4 May, 2016].

162\/enezolana de Television (2016)peracion para la Liberacion y Proteccion del Pueblo despliega 450
funcionarios en el estado Varg@3 September, 2018nline] Available from:
http://www.vtv.gob.ve/articulos/2015/09/23/peracionparala-liberaciony-protecciondel-pueblo-
despliegad50-funcionariosen-el-estadovargas5875.html[Accessed 14 May, 2016].
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abuses werecommitted. They also said five mewere killed, of which three we
innocent-whose stories are describdzklow,in Chapter Ill. Santa Rosa de Ageghbors

also denounced 20 peoplevere arrestedand takenin a bus; however, ora press
conference, security officers stated that only twalividualshad been arrested. According

to witnesses, security agents arrived at 1:00 am and blocked the main street and some
alleys for about six hos. They allegedly broke into houses, offended its residents,
pointed at them with guns and took valuable items, as well as diapers and milk. Witnesses

said officers were supposedly after thupsit what they did during raids was stealing and
assaulting hem'®3 I & tYnn Y GKI G FtadcEco ¥ided Gakdénas 32 OSN
published a Twitter message in which he justified the OLP deploymsente it would

ONAY3I GLISFOS yR (M) yljdaAatAdee (2 (GKS LIS2LIx S

A few days after the implementation of this plan, Bident Maduroblamed videogames
and media for promoting violence, agd(i 1 SR h[t g2dzZ R NBIF OK aiKS
aidrasS 2F GKS O2dzyiNRBEZ AYOtdzZRAY3I S OK aOK22f

OLPraids have firmly continued in 2016throughout the country-as attoday, they have

been deployed in all the states of the countsvidencing such operations are part of a

state policycarried out by the GoV. On 13 April 2016, the Minister of Interior, Justice and
Peace-Gustaw Gonzalez Lopezonfirmed by Witter that an OLP, in which 350 police

officers participated, was deployed in Barlovento, Miranda state, with the purpose of
t221Ay3 F2NJ GONAYAYIlf 3INRdzLJa NBf thatORP G2 LI N
deployments would continuealong the Venezuelan terriirys Ay 2 NRSNJ G2 a0O2)
LIS 6 ¢ ¢ KS YSRALF NBLR2 NI SR figuledNdccdrdigyyfolmdichdl2 h [t dzy
people weresupposedlykilled -all of them after allegedd I NY SR O2y Withe y i G A 2
authorities®”- and 50 were arrestéd® Some other militey deployments, similar to OLP,

163 a Verdad (2105):a matanza policial se extiende a Santa R28alune, 2016 [Online] Available from:

http://www.laverdad.com/sucesos/8285-matanzapoliciatse-extiendea-santarosa.html[Accessed 1

May, 2016].

164 Runrunes (2015Penuncian abusos de OLP en SansaRie Agua, estado Zulibd September, 2015

[Online] Available from:
http://runrun.es/nacional/224243/denunciafabusosde-olp-en-santarosade-aguaestadczulia.html

[Accessed 1 May, 2016].

165 Noticias 24 (2015Aseguré que la OLP llegara a todo el g2i#sJuly, 20150nline] Available from:

http://www.noticias24.com/venezuela/noticia/290097/madurolp-llegarahastael-ultimo-rincon-del-pais/

[Accessed 1 May, 2016].

166 \Venezolana de Television (2016LP se desplegd en Barlovento con la participacién de mas de 350

funcionaros policiales13 April, 2010nline] Available from:

http://www.vtv.gob.ve/articulos/2016/04/13/dp-se-desplegeen-barloventocon-la-participacionde-mas

de-350-funcionariospoliciales3976.html[Accessed 2 May, 2016].

167 Efecto Cocuyo (2016DLP en Barlovento dejé 12 fallecidos por presuntamente enfrentar a la policia

14 April, 2016 [Online] Avaible from:http://www.efectococuyo.com/principales/olgen-barloventodejo-

12-fallecidospor-presuntamenteenfrentar-a-la-policia[Accessed 2 May, 2016].
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have been carried out before in Miranda. On 6 April 2016, during an operation practiced
by GNB agents who were looking for the murderers of a retired General, three men died
after allegedly confronting them. According to matal mediathey receivedohotographs
showing the body of a manone of the alleged casuads inside a house, in underwear,
with at least eight gunshotsone of them in the face. There was a gun by his side. Two
other men were Kkilled in similar circunastces, as described by photograptescribedby

the media. A similar operation was deployed on January #81@&hich lasted four days

and was denounced by neighbors to start as a curfew and terminate as an OLP, though no
official information was released.c8ording to witnesses, who have been threatened by
authorities for speaking out about it, around 500 peopiacluding minors were
reportedly arrested’®.

A day after, on 14 April 2016, @ntingent of 837 agentdormed by military and police
officers, almg with civilianswas deployed in an OLP, in Carabobo state, as informed by
the Minister of Interior, Justice and Pes-Gustavo Gonzalez Lopdwy Twitter, aiming at
GO2yaz2ft ARIFGS LISI OS Ay SAESidNE Ol agidd ogth G K S
Carabobo, according to information given by its Goversenancisco Ameliach. On March

2016, five men died after confronting some of the 757 officers that were deployed in
three municipalities. A similar situation occurred on January 2016, when 566 offieess

deployed, resulting in the death of three meft F G SNJ &I N¥Y SR wih2 y FNR Y U

authorities!72,

In Zulia, as reported by th€hief of the Westermf) &trategic Defense RegionMajor

O«

Franklin Garcia Duquen January 201@lone 57 people were kiled byi KS adl 6 SQa
SYyT2NDOSYSyild | 3Syiaz Ay GKS O2yGSEG 2F & F N

affirmed, as well, that according towseeklya 8 OA SY GAFTA O ailddzRe¢ (GKSe@
GKSe KI @S 02y Oft dzZRSR GKIF G h[ tdpdople agting<oft ofo S &

168 Ffecto Cocuya2Q16):Secuestro de tres militares y una bebé activé una OLP en Barlov@8pril, 2016
[Online] Available froninttp://efectococuyo.com/principales/secuestrde-tres-militaresy-una-bebe-
activounaolp-en-barlovento[Accessed 2 May, 2016].

169 Ffecto Cocuyo (2016)luertos tres presuntos implicados en homicidio del exjefe del Coragil, 2016
[Online] Available fromhttp://www.efectococuyo.com/efectecocuyo/secundarias/muerteges-
presuntosimplicadosen-homicidicdel-exjefedel-core-4 [Accessed 2 May, 2016].

170Efecto Cocuyo (2016):9 4 12 LI NBOS dzyl 3FdzSNNY ¢ 3 RAOS KIoAGFydS

operativo policial15 January, 2016 [Online] Available framip://efectococuyo.com/principales/esto
pareceunaquerradice-habitante-de-caucaguaras-cuatro-diasde-operativo-policial[Accessed 2 May,
2016].

171 El Universaf2016) Mas de 800 efectivos actlian en OLP en ocho municipios de Cara#d¥aril, 2016
[Online] Available fromhttp://www.eluniversal.com/noticias/sucesos/mag00-efectivosactuanolp-ocho-
municipioscarabobo 28822]Accessed 2 May, 2016].

172 Gobernacién Bolivariana de Carabol016):OLP Carabobo se desplegd en cinco munici@idanuary,
2016[Online] Availakd from: http://www.carabobo.gob.ve/olpcarabobese-desplegeen-cincomunicipios/
[Accessed 2 May, 2016].
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KS I ¢¢ othat &l thie dperatidbid¢ &Ried ouh the context ofOLR have been
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On 10 May 208174 a new OLP deploymerht RSY GAFASR o6& t NBaAaARSyl
GaS 02y R™ tdéklpkcs in slums located in Caraca@ofa 905, EI Cementerio, El
Valleand Cochg, in Mirandastate Barolventoand Ocumare del Tyyandin Vargas state

as informed by he Minister of Interior, Justice and Peate For this operation;3,006

agents from CICPC, SEBIN, GNB and PNB were deptytacedby the use of drones

C! b arfh@red carsand some other 250 vehicles, @otorcycles, 19 ambulances and

two helicoptes'’”.

Initial unofficial information released by the presstated that between eight and nine

people were allegedlyilked, after confrontations with agentsand more than 80 people

were arrested while the official TV stationVenezolana de Televisioaffirmed that four

LIS2 L S KIF R 0 S%¥yAftetwiarts]th® yWinife df yaterior, Justice and Peace
ALISOATASR mMImMoMmAMSZ2INIRS ND $IRE G @BHDNRIERSDNYREK S A NJ A R

173 panorama (2016Mas de 50 hampones han sido abatidos earerdurante OLP en el Zul9 January,

2016 [Online] Available from: http://www.panorama.com.ve/sucesos/Made-50-hamponeshansido-
abatidosen-enero-durante-OLPen-el-Zulia201601290051.htmI[Accessed 2 May, 2016].

174 Duringthe sameday, ademonstrationcarried out by opposition activistook place in order to demand
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10 May, 201§0Online]Available fromhttp://www.vtv.gob.ve/articulos/2016/05/10/olpse-despliegaen-
sonla-cota-905-el-cementericel-valle-y-coche-4138.html[Accesse®@1 May, 2016].

177Venezolana de Television (2016):P se despliega en la Cota 905, EI Cementerio, El Valle y Coche (+Video)
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were arrestedfor beingwanted for the commission of crimeéniy S & LJISOAF £ & A G dzt

occurredwith people wanted for crimes related to drugandd I Yy dzY o SNJ 2F Ay RA

0KFIG dzaASR GKSANI ¢S LY daken davitdh y B tiDire@téd 6fy G & 4 SN
Operations-General Sergio Rivero Marcansubsequentlyconfirmed nine people were

killed and 80 undocumented people were arrestét

The day after thisraid was executed neighbors from the communities whersuch
operationswere deployed protested in Southwest Caracas] denouncedthey had been

victim of police and military abuse,after their housesvere destroyedand its doorswere

forced bymaskedmen beating young people, taking valuable itesmeluding food and

accusing thenfor having certain amount of food in their houses. They also reported that

SEBIN agentkilled two young menwho were posing no threatand prevented their

relatives to assistingthel | NHdzA y3 GKSe& gSNBBH{ARY Ll LIISNE |

On April 2016, PROVE& renown local Human Rights NG&nhd Human Rights Watch

(HRW) published a detailed repp@bout OLB, deemed by both organizations as a military

strategy for fighting crime, consisting on the military occupation of a territory where

allegedly organized crime groups hidessulting in the indiscriminate uman rights

violations of community mmbers -+ Sy ST dzSft | Qa Y2 a (8- @iz y SNI 6 f S
systematic basisAccording to these organizations, Otfficers deal with crimes by nen

democratic means, committing abuses and police excess in weckasg neighborhoods.

It has even been estimatedtotle G NJ T T A+ | RRNBaaSR (2 ONRYAYI
LIS2LX S YR 20KSH aSOG2NA 2F az20AaASdec¢

Significant evidences analyzed by PROVEA and HRW indicate that members of security
forces have committed several and serious abuses througts. QltPnerous victira and

witnesse$®? -and other sourcesinterviewed by both orgamiations have described serious

human rights violations, including extrajudicial executions, arbitrary detenticmsl

17 panorama (2016Pespliegue de OLP en Caracas dejé nueve abatiddsay,2016[Online] Available
from: http://www.panorama.com.ve/sucesos/Despliequae-OL Pen-Caracasiejo-nueveabatidos-
201605100058.htmlI[Accessed 21 May, 2016].

180E Caraboberio (2016jecinos de El Valle denuncian excesos policiales ed®MRy, 2016Online]
Available fromhttp://www.el -carabobeno.com/naoticias/articulo/127396/vecinate-el-valledenuncian
excesogolicialesen-olp [Accessed 21 May, 2016].

181 PROVEA 2016: 3 preguntas sobre OLP 7 April, 2016 [Online] Available from
http://www.derechos.org.ve/2016/04/07/rafaelizcategui3-preguntassobreolp/  [Accessed 22  April,
2016].

182 PROVEA (2016Razzia contra los pobres: un mes de .QlP August, 20150nline] Avdable from
http://www.derechos.org.ve/2015/08/13/razzi@ontra-los-pobresun-mesde-olp/ [Accessed 22 April,
2016].

183 Some victims and witnesses, however, hbeen reluctant to talk about the abuses, fearing reprisals.
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arrests unlawful evictions, house destructions and massive arbitrary degorts of
Colombian citizensoften accused of being paramilitary members, without evidéftte

Pursuant to a monitoring study led by experts frdomsticia, Solidaridad y PEUNPAY-

an NGO located in Lara statalong with Transparency Venezuela ahihiversidad
Centroccidental Lisandro Alvaradaymanrights such as freedom of transitouses and
people are searched when entering and leaving the neighborheeae violated since
OLP's first raidSome other rights were infringed: access to goods and gsyireedom
of speech and association and, especially, the sigitlife, freedom and integrityall of
which are enshrined in the Venezuelan Constitutfn

Experts consider OLP has been possible gi@igthe presence of structural impunity in

the couwntry -92% of impunityfor common crimes and 98% foummanrights violation&g®-;

(ii) the lack of independence of the JudiciatyOG Ay 3 | OO2NRAy3 (2 GKS
F3FAyad OAGAT SyaQ AyidSNBaila®) theIvmBtRizzOd of 3> K
security plansand, (iv) the prisons overcrowdingcontrolled by groups ofiolentinmates
1Y26YPRANEE G A 1K (KS -Ran@aiher$2 f SNI y OS

PROVEA members have denounced OLP has institutiondlike8 YA f A GF NAS&Q dzi!
who are rot prepared -as local and national police corps, in theorgre- to protect

citizerd Q LIS N& 2 yThd violan® abdgbshsécaridy forces have allegedly incurred in,

during several raidshroughout the country-including murder have been committed

agairst the same people requiring their protection. Such use of force would be linked to
HamnQa NBLINGB&aaAzysS Ay GKS O2y GSEG BBF (KS dzLIN

184 Human Rights Watch (201®oder sin limites: Redadas policiales y militares en comunidades populares y
de inmigrantes en VenezuekaApril, 201§0nline] Available from
https://www.hrw.org/es/report/2016/04/04/poder-sirtlimites/redadaspolicialesy-militares-en-
comunidadespopularesy-de [Accesse®3 April, 2016].

185E] Impulso (2016Familias somlesplazadas por acciones de la @aPa 20 May, 20140nline] Available

from: http://www.elimpulso.comnoticias/regionales/familiassondesplazadapor-accionesde-la-olp-lara
[Accessed 20 May, 2016].

186 E|Nacional (2016)Provea: Hechos violentos en EI Cementerio demuestran el fracaso.d&t®idrch,
2016[Online] Available fromhttp://www.el -nacional.com/sucesos/ProvedechosCementerie
demuestrarOLP_0 817118292.htrfAccessed 22 April, 2016].

187 PROVEA 2016: 3 preguntas sobre OLP 7 April, 2016 [Online] Available from
http://www.derechos.org.ve/2016/04/07/rafaelizcategui3-preguntassobreolp/  [Accessed 22  April,

2016].

188 Human Rights Watch (201®oder sin limites: Redadas policiales y militares en comunidades populares y
de inmigrantes en VenezuelaApril, 2016 [Online] Available from:
https://www.hrw.org/es/report/2016/04/04/poder-sirtlimites/redadaspolicialesy-militares-en-
comunidadespopularesy-de [Accessed 23 April, 2016]
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precedents in Latin America like Gi-Bn which civilian and military joint operations
arbitrarily broke into housesantS f A YAY | S (GKS SEA&GSYOS 2F | ¢

e

Before and after satellite imagelsarge areaswhere residential neighborhoods ondead, have been
completely eliminated after OLP raids. SouktieW

Thoughthe scale of abuses committed by membeissecurity forces are unknowsdue

G2 GKS D2+xQa 101 27F | LIINELINRI G Sgurksya@S a G A 3|
details authoritiéda LINP OA RS [ f2y3 6AGK GAOGAY&A-FYR 6ACL
NG have documented seriousuman rights violations-including the violation of the

right to life, to personal freedom and to housingpmmitted during OLRPaids based on

victims alR ¢ A (i yi&adledl §llagationsFrom such testimonigegathered by NGO#he

following crimes have been allegedly committed

9PROVEA:E A @ yO2Y a9y ! YSNAOF [FGAYyl y2 .ABApM2006NI GAaG2 LIN
[Online] Available fromhttp://www.derechos.org.ve/2016/04/14/vivancen-americalatina-no-se-habia
visto-procedimientoscomo-la-olp/ [Accessed 12 May, 2016]
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1. Murder

From July 2015 to February 20l1&;cording to official source245 people have been
murdered during OLRleploymens!®, Ay gKA OK a@F NR2dza | 3Syda
T 2 NXp&ticipated as stated by the OGP. PROVEANnd HRW fear executions have

TN

0SSy O2@0SNBR dzyRSNJ (KS & GlatateR gystematcaly o6 A 0K

offered by the GoMvhen justifying suchmurders,given the high disproportion between

the civilian and the military/police casualtieBublic officers have repeatedly stated the
deaths were produced after confrontations between authorities and armed criminals;
nevertheless, the research carriedit by PROVEA and HRW evidences that at least in 20
cases, deaths occurred after individuals were already neutralized by authorities, posing no
threat and/or putting up no resistance. In several of these cases, officers reportedly
murdered people under thir custody and in at least one case, the victim was sleeping in
his bed.Some of the 245 deaths may have been caused dfierlegitimate use of
force®% nevertheless, although officiatletailed and accuratdigures have not been
releasedthese NGOs estiate thatthree members of security forceslegedlydied and
14werewounded.TKS RAALI NRAGE 0SG6SSy OAQGATALY | YR
the unlawfuland disproportionateuse oflethal force against the civilian population and

180 Until February 2016, the Minister of Interior Justice and Peace informed that 245 people died during OLP
raids f which the states were more casualties were reported were: Carabobo (84), Bolivar (49%pited C
District (27), Miranda (13) and Falcén (I2DFAVIC (2016hforme deseguimiento ante el Comité contra la
Tortura con motivos de las observaciones finales al tercer y cuarto informe periédicos de fecha 19 de
noviembre del 2014 sobre la Republ@alivariana de Venezuel&ebruary 201§0nlind Available from:
http://www.cofavic.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/Informede-sequimienteal- CAT2016.@f [Accessed

10 May 2016].Human Rights Watch (201&)oder sin limites: Redadas policiales y militares en comunidades
populares y de inmigrantes en Venezuelad April, 2016 [Online] Available from
https://www.hrw.org/es/report/2016/04/04/poder-sinlimites/redadaspolicialesy-militaresen-
comunidadespopularesy-de [Accessed23 April, 2016]. Asamblea Nacional (2016nforme Anual 2015
[Online] Available from http://www.mp.gob.ve/c/document library/get file?uuid=010ba7347c4dal-
859f1ae55772d7b5&anapld=1013qAccesse®@3 April, 2016].

191 Human Rights Watch (201®oder sin limites: Redadas policiales y militares en comunidades populares y
de inmigrantes en VenezuelaApril, 201Online] Available from
https://www.hrw.org/es/report/2016/04/04/poder-sintlimites/redadaspolicialesy-militares-en-
comunidadespopularesy-de [Accesse®3 April, 2016].

192 CaraboboBolivar, the Capital DistrigtMirandaand Falcon are the states with more casualt@®FAVIC
(2016):Informe deseguimiento ante el Comité contra la Tortura con motivos de las observaciones finales al
tercer y cuarto informe periédicos de fecha 19 de nolirerdel 2014 sobre la Republica Bolivariana de
VenezuelaFebruary 20160nlingd Available from:http://www.cofavic.org/wp-
content/uploads/2016/04/Infeme-de-sequimienteal-CAT2016.pdf[Accessed 0 May, 2016].Human

Rights Watch (2016lPoder sin limites: Redadas policiales y militares en comunidades populares y de
inmigrantes en Venezueld April, 2014Online] Available from
https://www.hrw.org/es/report/2016/04/04/poder-sintlimites/redadaspolicialesy-militares-en-
comunidadespopularesy-de [Accesse®3 April, 2016]. Asamblea Nacional (2016)forme Anual 2015

[Online] Available fromhttp://www.mp.gob.ve/c/document library/get file?uuid=010ba7317c4dal-
859f1ae55772d7b5&qaroupld=1013Accessed 23 April, 2016].
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demonstrateshow doubtful ist KS D2+ Qa | FFANXI GA2Y | 62 dzi
from criminals facing police officers violentlyhis would also suggest that tlvases of
dispropationate use of lethal force havebeen considerably superior to those
documentedby HRW and PROVEAh FFAOA L f OSNBA2Yya AYyAaAad
violent crimes and recovering first need products irregularly collected, smuggled or sold in
the black markef.

It is unknown whether authorities are conducting the relevant inigegtons on these
alleged extrajudicial executionsr not. During a visit carried out by the World
Organization Against Torture, on October 2015, informataiout the OGP conduct
towards this issuegcoming from different sourcesvere received The OGMas allegedly
refused to prepare reports and opemvestigations for extrajudicial executionemmitted
during OLP raidsarguing that investigating issues related to OLPs was not among its
power. In fact,during police investigatic) many obstacles have be reported regarding
the identification of culprits, the alteration of the places were alleged executions
happened, the investigations carried out the sameofficers involved in the executions,
threats and intimidation acts by enforcemeagents againsihe victims and bbmanrights
activists supporting theAs®.

2. Imprisonment

According to witnessespembers ofsecurity forcediavecarried out massive and arbitrary
detentionsduring OLPswithout arrest warrants. As reported by official sources, in seve
months 14,000 people were imprisonedvith the alleged purposef verifying if they
were wanted for committing a crimeof which only 100-one out of 14 were finally
charged for having connections with crimes, evidencing detentions were made
indiscrimnhately. Many of them reportethey werebeaten and were victinof other kinds

of physical abuse, while others claim#eeir houses were looted ansome of their goods
were stolen while raids and detentions took plageoney, laptops, cellphones and first

193 Human Rights Watch (201®oder sin limites: Redadas policiales y militares en comunidades populares y
de inmigrantes en VenezuelaApril, 201Online] Available from
https://www.hrw.org/es/report/2016/04/04/poder-sirtlimites/redadaspolicialesy-militares-en-
comunidadespopularesy-de [Accesse@3 April, 2016].

194 Human Rights Watch (201®oder sin limites: Redadas policiales y militares en comunidades populares y
de inmigrantes en VenezuekaApril, 201§0nline] Available from
https://www.hrw.org/es/report/2016/04/04/poder-sintlimites/redadaspolicialesy-militares-en-
comunidadespopularesy-de [Accesse@3 April, 2016].

195 COFAVIC (2016)nforme de seguimidn ante el Comité contra la Tortura con motivos de las
observaciones finales al tercer y cuarto informe periédicos de fecha 19 de noviembre del 2014 sobre la
Republica Bolivariana de Venezudfgbruary 201§0nline] Available from: http://www.cofavic.org/wp-
content/uploads/2016/04/Informede-sequimienteal-CAT2016.pdf[Accessed 10 May, 2016].
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need articles such as food and diapers, currently in short supply in the cegninething

(KFG KFa 0688y O2yTANYSRSomeshavs alsb yefoited Sileged i S &

tortures and other cruel, inhumane and degrading acts were inflicted during the
aforementioned detention¥’. People arrested during raids were held for up to 14 hours,
while security agents verified if they were under criminal investigafidre huge disparity
between the imprisoned people and those who weeken to the OGP, in ordeptbe
formally accusedsuggest such arrestthe majority of them, asffirmed by PROVEA and
HRW were indiscriminate and arbitrat§?.

3. Forcible evictions anddwelling destruction

As reported by PROVEA and HRW, massive evictions hanecheeed out duing OLP
raids -regarding both private houses and those owned by the -GaVbreach of the
Venezuelan Constitution, which protegieopleagainst forcible evictions in a similar way
International Law doesl,490 low income families have been arbitrarilyoted from their
houses after President Maduro statéldat all those committing crimes would be evicted
from the houses given by the GoV. 17,000 houses were object of raids without court
orders and some otherbave beendemolished without any type of premis notice,
preventing them from opposing to such decision or taking any measure. There have also
been complaints of people being beaten while ra&te carried out and goods stolen by
military and police forcé€®. Satellite images obtained by HRW evidehow hundreds of
houses were destroyed in states wharational securityofficials have allegedly practiced
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Humanitarian Affairs, more than 1,950 Colombians have been depamany of them had required asylum

or had been granted the refugee conditioduring OLP in Tachirhorder state with Colombia24,292left

the country fearing potential abuses or deportatiddN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs
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massive evictiof8® t dzNBE dzF yi G2 2FFAOALFf RMineaBingm>onn K
people were forcibly evicted from them\s at September 201%ccording to the Minister

2F LYGSNA2NE WdzaGdAOS IyR tSI QSame otkeS808 & S NS
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them were certainly occupied by armed groupscluding colecivos after they were

taken away from their awardees, abuses and assaults were committed against regular
landlords and tenan®8. In the course of such unlawful procedures, accesadequate

judicial remediesand due process guarantees have not been resgggband the OGP, the

Office of thet S 2 Libeférér and other competent authorities have reportedly failed to

give responses to these situatichs

Regarding this issue, some particular cases have been documented by PROVEA and HRW.
On 24 July 2015, irhtee communities located ilCarretera Panamerican@n Miranda

state), near 300 GNB agents evicted 106 families from their houses. On 17 August, 2015,
around 800 GNB and CICPC agents evicted 258 pedpisas del Hipddrom(Carabobo

state), according toofficial information; however, residents said such number is
considerably inferior to what they witnessed. Neither court orders nor previous notice
were given to the residents. When breaking in the houses, in the early morning, the
agents abruptly woke uthe residents and announced they had to be evicted, following a
GLINSBAARSY(GAlIfT 2NRSNES> aiAyOS GKSe& KIFIR aAy@dlR
However, many of the victims insisted they had the right to live there and showed the
relevant documentsto PROVEA and HRW. According to witnesses, GNB agents only
allowed them to take what they could gather in one hour. They were later forced to leave
their houses and while doing so, they were beatercluding women and children. They

were forced to stand éside the road and some residents saw how agents took appliances
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and food and put them in official vehicles, while singing Bragria Querideanthem-sang

by late Hugo Chavez during his last TV sp&éch

Reports about demolition of houses have also beeoutoent. InEl Cujcommunity, 220

houses were allegedly demolished. On November 2015, PROVEA and HRW observed the
debris left by such demolitions in the same place were the houses once stdddsas del
Hipodromo, residents explained that approximateld00 houses were demolished As
reported by PROVEA, as at February 2016, the GoV had not given proper compensation or
relocation assistance tonost the victimg%, In the border with Colombia, houses
belonging to Colombian citizenrfom which they were forcily evicted, without court

orders were marked in the frontwith an R, for those that were checked and with a D, for
iK2aS 0KId ¢g2dd R 0S RSY2fAAKSR® LG g1F& ONROGA
even the Governor of Tachirdosé Vielma Moraadmitted it was a mistak&’. They were
subsequently demolished with all the effects that were in3ile

4. Deportations andforcible transfers

{AyOS 1 dAaAdzalG HnanmpX FOO02NRAY3I G2 I1w2 I|yR tw
national security forces to Tachitate -in the border with Colombiaafter President

Maduro authorizel the OLP deployment in such territorccording tahe! b Qa h ¥FA OS ¥
the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairss at October 2015after the OLP raid in the

border, at least 24,292 reirnees and deportees have gone to Colombia, of which a total

of 1,950 are registered as deported to Colombia at border crossings. In addition, 22,342
Colombian citizens have returned due to fear of deportation, of which more than 2,000

205Human Rights Watch (2016)Jenezuela: Redadas policiales afectaeetores populareg April, 2016
[Online] Available fromhttps://www.hrw.org/es/news/2016/04/04/venezuelaedadaspolicialesafectan
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covering the new®n the evictions and demolition®©ne journalist said a higlevel General ordered the
cameraman to gip recoding and gave instructions to other officers to take the camera aweay them
which indeed they forcibly didHuman Rights Watch (2016Yenezuela: Redadas policiales afectan a
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had been recognizetd & @A OGAYa 2F GKS [/ 2t2Y0AlLY | N¥YSR
Registry and at least 420 had begun the asylum request or had besognized as

refugees in Venezuel®® -a number confirmed by the Global Protection Cluster based in
Colombid'®. Hundreds hae alsobeen forcibly transferrett.

As reported by PROVEA and HRWnhenof the 700 Colombians interviewed by the
| 2f 2Y0AlLY tS2LX S 5S7¥Sy RafamRadinghtoliefehdN®m thelr F A NIY SR
expulsion, after their deportatiofi2

Many Colombian ditens expulsed from Venezuela reported abuses committed by
members ofsecurity forces, similar to those reported by Venezuelan citizens, during OLP
raids Thelnter-American Commission on Human Righés confirmedhe excessive and
disproportionate use oforce, the demolition of several houses, physical abuses and even
enforced disappearance of relativdaring OLP33,

la adridSR o0& 1w2 |yR twh+x9! 3 (GKS D2+xQa | OO0«
allegedlybeing involved withparamilitary groups and tle crime rates in the country,

contributed to the abuses committed by security forces ageiisey also madseveral

Colombian citizenflee, fearing they could also beconwictim of such violence. In fact,

President Maduro and other high level officials, iepeated instances, have made
discriminatory statements against Colombian citizens and have hilahwm, along with
paramilitarygroups to commit serious crimes in the countwhich. This together with a
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Presidential Decree authorizing the mobilizatioh security forces to deploy O&mn
Tachird'4, have without doubt influenced in the commission of abuses against Colombian
citizens.

Likewise, a reported byFUNPAZseveralfamilies have been victim dércible transfer as

a consequence of OLPs. Afteitnessng an OLRaid carried out in Lara and interviewing
some victims, they concluded that the community where they developed their siLaly
Sabilas was warned about the deployment of an OleRen byofficial communications

two days before such opation was executed. This resulted in two consequences: wanted
criminals left the community and whole families had to displace, fearing the consequences
lived by other communitiesluring andafter OLPsThe study includes the cases of nine
families who hadto leave the community and demolish their houses after being
threatened by locatolectivosfor allegedly giving information to security forces.also
affirms that the agents that stayed ihas Sabilaxolleced F 2 NOSR daffdB ¢ | NRa €
residents particubrly, money and foot®.

CNRY h[tQa O0Ga O2yadAddziaAy3a ONARYSa | 3IlFAyad
mobilizations of large amounts of military and law enforcement agents heavily armed and
equipped are deployed; (ii) neither court orders nor warsaand previous notice are
given to the residents when agents break into their houses to take some of its residents
to be either executed, tortured, arrested or evicted; (ii) when breaking in the houses, in
the early morning, agents abruptly wake up tresidents to either hold them inside the
house under threats or force them to leave the house (temporarily or definitively); (ii)
when residents are forced to leave their houses, some are detained in close areas, for
hours, under inhuman conditions, whitghers are arrested and taken to State facilities;
(iv) during house raids, serious acts of threats and violence are committed: some people
are beaten and assaulted in various wayxluding women, children and people with
disabilities; and, (v) valuabieems and other belongings are stolen. In some instances,
houses would subsequently be demolished.

The OGP has affirmed 1,312 police officers and militaries have been chardahfan
rights violationswithout specificationsstill,only 959 will go tdrial. Only 132 of them are
already imprisoned;nonetheless most of theseconvictions will be reduced if the
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de inmigrantes en VenezuelaApril, 2016 [Online] Available from:
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defendant confesses his/her crirfié Afterthe pressure ofocal and international NGQs
SAaLISOALffes F2ff2eAy 3 (KS rtNab ARl 2818, te2GGP | w2 | Y
charged 251 officers forumanrights violations. However, given trde factocontrol of

the Presidency over the OGP atheé Judiciary, andonsidering tie impunity rate-98% for

human ights violationd!’- it is reasonably fearedhese accusations will not have a

positive outcome.

A common element between these cases and other abuses committed by the GoV, during
the last decade, is how victims and their families arprotected because they fé¢here

is no institution where theycould demand the protection of their rights or obtain a
compensatioft®,

According to experts, OLP has been used not only as raids against crime but also as a tool
F2N) LREAGAOLIE FyR a20AFlf O2yiGNRfsx O20SNBR ¢
speech assigning responsibilities to foreign ager@®lombian paramilitaries. During OLP
deployments, crime has considerably increased mamtiashave affected the social group
O2y&aARSNBR a4 GKS D2z+8%In thR éndl,(OLP hds ceddingS 2 F
increased the levels of violence in the countgspecially in vulnerable workirgass
neighborhoodsas wellastimanrA 3K a @GA2f | GA2yaQ NradSao Ly 7
generates hundreds of victims every month throughout the country. In foontirs, OLP

generated more execution victims than those registered by PROVEA #2014

For over a decade, the GoV has exerted over dissidents and opposition groups an almost
limitless power-imprisoning politicians, censoring antbsing down media, persatng

human rights activists and repressing peaceful demonstrations. Along this time, the
9ESOdzi A 504 LI2ESNI 02y OSy i NI (Alay cordsigeRablyi K S  LJ2
weakened the bman rights guarantees in the country. OLP raids evidence how any

216 Notimérica (2016)La Fiscalia investiga 245 muertes en el marco de la OLP en Vengzuetbruary,
2016[Online] Available from:
http://www.notimerica.com/sociedad/noticidiscaliainvestiga245-muertesmarcoolp-venezuela
20160215164116.htnjfAccessed 20 May016].

217E|Nacional 2016):Provea: Hechos violentos en EI Cementerio demuestran el fracaso.dzt®idrch,
2016[Online] Available fromhttp://www.el -nacional.com/suesos/ProveeHechosCementerie
demuestranOLP_0 817118292.htrfAccessed 22 April, 2016].

218Runrunes (2016}iuman Rights Watch y Provea denuncian abusos policiales en operativos deda OLP.
April, 2016 [Online] Available frorhttp://runrun.es/nacional/venezuel&/255793/humanrightswatch-y-
proveadenuncianrabusospolicialesen-operativosde-la-olp.html [Accessd 22 April, 2016].

218 Analitica 2016):El guién oculto de las OLP, por Javier Ignacio Mayb8cislay, 201O0nline] Available
from: http://www.analitica.com/actualidad/elguionroculto-de-lasolp-por-javierignaciemayorca/
[Accesse@1 May, 2016].

220F| Estimulo (2015Redadas militares llegaron para quedarse en Venez8dd&cenber, 2015Online]
Available fromhttp://elestimulo.com/blog/olp-llegaronparaquedarse/[Accesse®1 May, 2016].

61


http://www.notimerica.com/sociedad/noticia-fiscalia-investiga-245-muertes-marco-olp-venezuela-20160215164116.html
http://www.notimerica.com/sociedad/noticia-fiscalia-investiga-245-muertes-marco-olp-venezuela-20160215164116.html
http://www.el-nacional.com/sucesos/Provea-Hechos-Cementerio-demuestran-OLP_0_817118292.html
http://www.el-nacional.com/sucesos/Provea-Hechos-Cementerio-demuestran-OLP_0_817118292.html
http://runrun.es/nacional/venezuela-2/255793/human-rights-watch-y-provea-denuncian-abusos-policiales-en-operativos-de-la-olp.html
http://runrun.es/nacional/venezuela-2/255793/human-rights-watch-y-provea-denuncian-abusos-policiales-en-operativos-de-la-olp.html
http://www.analitica.com/actualidad/el-guion-oculto-de-las-olp-por-javier-ignacio-mayorca/
http://elestimulo.com/blog/olp-llegaron-para-quedarse/
http://elestimulo.com/blog/olp-llegaron-para-quedarse/

Verezuelan, regardless of their political ideology and s@cdonomic origin-including
those traditionally supported by the Geslre defenseless before governmental abi#3és

G. The Tumeremo m@mssacre

On March 2016, a group of people were reportedly murderedlumeremo-a small town

located in Bolivar state, near the border with Brazil, where mining and gold
commercializationare the NE3A 2y Q& YI Ay StOdsybeeril@imetl B8 A GA GA S
region is controlled by criminal groups in charge of illegal mgjrand conflicts over the

control of such mines are usudl.t 6 K2dzZ3K (G(KAa OFasS KIFa OFffSR
murders in this areawhere indigenous people, miners, militapfficials and criminal

groups interactoccur frequently?2

While there is nota final number of victimsAmérico De Grazia, an opposition deputy,
insists a witness, who is under his protection, counted 28 bétiethe OGPinitially
identified 16 murdered victims.

COFAVIC issued a report in which they state the GoV is respomsikie disappearance

of Tumeremo miners, and explain what could have happened that day, according to
reliable sources. On 4 March 2016, a group of heavily armed men established a security
checkpoint, at about 45 minutes from Tumeremo, where they stoppet regrouped all

the persons heading to thAtenasmine. According to survivors, this situation lasted from
morning to night and around 600 persons ese held against their will, under death
threats. Survivors affirmed that among the armed m@approximatey 60 some were
dressed as civilians and others wore vests allegedly identifi€l@8@nd SEBIN officials.
They were reportedly coordinated Byl Topothe leader of a local criminal grougvho
intended to take control over the mindor unclear purposg though some people have
denounced they aresupposedly governmentklated. The witnesses also explained the
kidnapped people were apparently forced to see extrajudicial executions and tortures

221 Runrunes (2016}1uman Rights Watch y Provea denuncian abusos g@lelcgn operativos de la Ol4P.
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some people were called by their names, questions were asiatl then they were

shot??, One of the witnessesaidhe was forced to carry 25 bodies and place them on a

truck -he allegedly said this to the Peif SQ& 5S ¥ Sy RS NIZenemKIsusi KSy |
Mantilla OliverosK S R 2 F Ddzl & I y; to ®ék fob ride $ominén glanes. |

Once the bodies were piled, witnesses affirm having heard the sounds of a chainsaw. At

night, some of the kidnapped wereld to rSG dzN} G2 (G KS diezhglgand G KS A NJ
they were told that if they reported the situation, they woulte killed. On the same day,

at another area, an undetermined number of persons were allegedly wounded and
murdered. Their bodies were told to be moved from the place by the same
perpetrators?®,

Following protests byrelatives of the victims demanding the d¥ to give them

explanations about what happened, the General Prosecutbwmisa Ortega Diaz

announced finding a 30 km common grave with human remains corresponding to 17

people -16 found with gunshot wounds and one with a chest wotthdHowever, she

denied there would be more than 17 victir®®, contradicting what relatives of the

disappeared have claimed about being more alleged victims that did not return to their

homes. She then stated there were 21 disappearady A RSYGAFTASR | F4 SN
complaints andhree identified by the OG¥.

Although the GoV hastressedthey are working hard in order to resolvthis issue,
NEflG6APSa 2F GKS @GAOGAYA RAA0SEASOS 2FFAOAL
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L2 £ A 0 A O AlddaNdalpoC&laséChanceltoaffirmed that local criminal groups

control the areasometimesnot even allowing access to the FANIBd impose their own

rules®. PROVEA hasformed that several complaintdave been filedregarding how

gangs and security force€CICPC, the Army, GNBd SEBINare involved in mining

control, but nothing has happened, evidencing the State negligence andality of the
O2YYdzyAlleQad RAAGNHzZGO G266 NRa AyalafieiAzya |
massacrethe absence of official and firm swers, and the alleged connection between

security forces and violent events in the region make people fear for their integrity and
LINBFSN) 2 NBFNIAY FTNRBY 3IAGAYy3I GKSAN GSadAy
participation -by complicity or omissionin the massacre and, apparently, they have

strong motives tdelieve so, as explained below.

1. The initial denial and the subsequent late, inaccurate andht@adictory
response of the GoV

Immediately after relatives started demanding the GoV acted reggrdirK S @A QG A YaQ
disappearancethe Governor of Bolivastate -Francisco Rangel Gomeatenied the facts

on the national TV statioWenezolana de Televisf8A Healsol & 8 dZNS R KS g2 dzf R
deputy De Grazia and other righting politicians who circulated sug¢hformation to the

h D t?3¢ On 5 March, 2016, Rangel Goémez publistadl later deleted on his Twitter

I 002dzy it GKFGY a2y OS 3L AYy ANNBaLRYyaaoftS LRfA
south of #Bolivarinformation about murdered minerss FALS £4 At the same time,
NEBflFiA@Sa 2F GKS RA&FLIISEFNBR ¢gSNB RSY2yaidNt
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De Grazia was already reporting the massacre through national AfedrRangelGoémez

then recognized the massacre and explained that, as a civil rgettva could not give a

hasty opiniod®® b2y SGKSt Saax I FGSNI 6KS D2@SNYy2NRa
gAlUySaasSa yR @GAOGAYa &0 RRMostbfdhe rfiorlBake ( KS D2
preferred to hide, fearing the sanfate ofthe murderedvictims?38,

¢tKS D2+Qa &4dzoaSldsSyid NBalLlRyaSa KIFIgS o0SSy I
the massacre, the GoV finally recognized there were 16 victims. The PeBpfender

Office estimated a total of 27 disappeared persShwhile the General Prosecott stated

there were 21 massacred peoplts of themhadalreadybeenidentified by the OGP,

Although the General Prosecut@ointed out investigationswere being carried out in

order to determine the motives and circumstances of the crime, Presidentukéad

already gave his version and statedithout giving more detailsor evidences that

deputies and politicians in Hear state are linked to gold paramilitary mafias and that

GAGK GAYSIS (GKS@& ¢ 2 dzf RterratdBalrightwing grau@ é v i NA SR i 2 |
IA®S GKAa OFas | GLR2EAGAOI € YSFEYAYy3éE Ay 2N
affirmed, as well, thaforeign paramilitary groupswere also involved*’. The Ministry of

Interior, Justice and Peae&ustavo Gonzalez Lopealso blamed paramithry groups but

added the deaths would be the result of a confrontation between these groigpshe
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politic and economic control of the min¥&d |1 S S @Sy &adzZ33aSaidSR (KAa
come from abroad and are not usual within the Venezuelan terfSrshough it isone of

the countries with the highest murder rates in the werldnd blamed it on the

GLI NI YAEAGE NE LKSy2YSy 2y SRdligodliabdR blarfing? ¥/ 2 ¢
statementsagainst Colombiankad already been done in the context of OLPs dgglo

nearthe border betweerboth countries

Should thesefficial hypotheses be real, several questions arise as to where the Governor

and the GoV in general wer@hen all these things were happening; why did these

situations occuiin this area-a declarel military zone; where was the FANB, in charge of

protecting the national territory and its inhabitants from foreign threats; and wioy

institution impeded criminal groups from attempting against the national sovereignty and

taking over mining areas, lobty 3 (G KS O2dzy i NBE Q& y I GdzNI¥t 6SI i
people.

2¢KS gAlySaasSa IyR NBtlIdAgSaQ GSadAayz
the GoV

Witnesses have claimedtiat intelligence and police officers were watching over the mine
while the massacréook place, and tha® f ¢ gahd2veas accompanied by Army and
CICP@emberg*® -the Tumeremo community has reported that the presence of security
forces in security checkpoints, established by criminal groups in order to watch over the
mines, is frequen*®. Some of them affirm that in front of everybody, 28 persons were
killed -including a pregnant womanand were then chopped. Their bodies were
apparently placed in a truck that went across the town with official escétsy and
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CICPC agentand were tlen taken to an area calle@ozo 53*’. A source that participated

in the bodie® & SHigNlighkedthe victims were found aNuevo Callapwhich means

the truck with the bodies crossed Tumeremo with them d#8itAccording to deputy De

Grazia, this truck nst have passed through three security checkpoints; therefore, it

would not be possiblghat authorities were not aware of what happened that d&y

SPSY Y2NBIX y2yS 2F GKAAa O2dzZ R R LIISY 6 AGK?2dzi

Another sourcewho did not idenify fearing to be killeda AR G KSNBE SOSNEO2RE
Governor is involved in those mines and that is why he wants to disappear them [the
YAYSNEBED ¢KAA olFa NBAYF2NOSR o6& RSLJzie 58S
D2@SNY2NRa | yR Y émen in e ileyaS nmidr§NgGr @hich fedhas

received death threats.

l1'a adldSR Ay from@Ghe testimddids oNEithdasHdiand relatives of the
disappeared, some of the armed m#rat werepresent when the victims were murdered

wore vests allegedly identified as CICPC and SEBIN officials, who were reportedly
coordinated byEl Top8°2 This would evidence theiSt ¢S | ISy G aQ Yhduf G ALK S
acquiescence behavior arelren cooperation withcrime groups. It shows, as welow

the existerce ofimpunity allowsthesegroupsto perpetrate theircruelcrimes®s,
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Another important testimony comes from the doctor on duty at the hospital where many

of the victims were treatedwho did not identify himself fearing reprisals. He said many
miners-who managed to escapearrived with gunshot wounds, stabbed and beaten up.

He alsoinsistedthe bodies were not taken to the morgusince they were apparently

placed in common graves. Witnesses told him they were attackegemple who are

related to a localdzy A2y ® | Ada @GSNEA2Y Aa O2AYOARSYyl( ¢
relatives®.

3.¢ KS Dd&daiQattitude on the case and its unconditional defense of
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Official versionsand opinionsexpressed inthe media controlled by tB GoV-such as
TeleSWNBEFSNNBR (2 (KS ¢dzYSNBY2 Yl &aakONB +a |
mining, in an attempt to minimize the gravity of the crime, given its potential link to such

issue. They also refer to its massive appearance on local aechational mediaas a
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Governor Rangel Gémeane of the closest militaries to former President Hugo Chévez
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discredit the security force$, & LI NI 2F | aYSRALF ¢ NI 3l Ayad
Deputy De Grazia questioned that 11 days after the massacre allegedly occurred,
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municipality majorCarlosChancello- to listen to their version otthe factg®”.
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As soon as irestigations began, the Ministaf Defense-Vladimir Padrino Lopezushed

G2 RSTSYR C!b. FTYR adFiSR K2¢ &a2NNEB KS gl & F
leaders of the FANB, systenii A OF f f @ RAAONBRAGAY I 2dzNJ AyadAd
Grazia has warned military forces are involved in the illegal mining trade, as well as in

Ol 4 Sa 2 HisappSarandfeusi@drder in this area. In the wake of such declarations,

deputy De Gazia has received several death thréats

While the Ministry of Interior, Justicand Peace stated six people hbdden detained

and/or charged®, and the General Prosecutor did not dismiss the possible participation

of SEBINas reported by relatives of theictims2© ¢ dzY SNBEY2Qa Ay KIFoAGl yi
defenseless and vulnerable position. Their distrust toward institutions, the dismissal of
previous complaints, the evident presence of national security forces in checkpoints
established by criminal groups, theekistence oflaw enforcement agenciesctually

protecting them and their alleged complicity in criminal situations show the State
gSEH1ySaa FyR AGa Ayl oA f2% Ghbugh theNdcteIuBted $oGhisA y 3 LIS
case were reported in Bolivar séaProsecution Office, relatives of the victims strongly

fear reprisals. Mayor Carlos Chancellor confirmed the people distrust the institutions

carrying out such investigations, and they are falling in despair, fearing never knowing

what reallyhappened taheir relative$62.

The Tumeremo massacre occurred in a highly militarized area, with a strong police control
-officially declared as 8trategic Defense Operational Zet®wever, armed groups have

committed their crimes freely, evidencing the GoV hadethito adopt reasonable

measures to protect the area and its inhabitants, and to avoid this tragedy to happen. As
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complicity?®3. For this reason, COFAVIC considers thee $aresponsible for the alleged

GAOGAYEAQ LIK@AAOITX YSyidlf IyR Y2NIft &dzZF FSNA)

conclusive investigation and the eventual harm deriving from this evieased on the
International Law principle according to whithe State must answer for the actions and
omissions of its agents, committed under the protection of their official character, even if
they act beyond the limits of their competenctés

Meanwhile, Amnesty Internationadvisedto take an urgent actionin order to pressure

the GoVtoprof O | YR NB & LIS@nanrXi KE( & diNDA BEGNBE QF K G KSA T

to guarantee the access to information and protect the journalistvering the massacre
events®s. A few days later, m 18 March, 2016, a jourriat with Asperger syndrome
working forFe y Alegrign Lara statewas detainedby SEBINfficersfor some hours after
he gaveinformation about the Tumeremo massacre in his personal ,dtafing SEBIN
officerswere allegedljlinked tocase®®.

On May 2016 Deputy De Graziawho leads a Special Commission in the National
Assemblyin order to investigate the Tumeremo massacdenounced that Governor of
Bolivar-Francisco Rangel Gémemnd Army General (retired)ulio César Fuentes Manzulli

former director2 ¥ G KS . 2f NOIFINJ t 2t A0S FyR {SONBGI NE
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supported by the IntetAmerican Court on Human Rights jurisprudence. It also points out that States have a
positive obligation regarding thadoption of protection measuresiot only by restraining from attacking
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civilian with Asperger syndrome had already been arrested and beaten by the XaXxer Beckleson 30

April, 2014, in the contexbf demonstrations.Globovisbn (2014: Liberan a estudiante Xavier Beckles
detenido en Puerto OrdaB May, 202 [Online] Available fromhttp://arc hivo.globovision.com/liberaia-
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president of Hidrobolivar, the Bolivar state water compaase linked to the organized
crime present in the mines located in the south of the countrythe area calledArco
Minerodel Orinocadh NJA y MiiegA&chi®”. De Grazia affirmethat Rangel Gomez and
Fuentes Manzullgrant police credentials to criminal leaders and allow ttadficking of
gold, diamonds and armis the area He even stated they provided weapons to the
Tapo band as well as to other criminal groups present in the &téa

De Grazia concluded the Tumeremo massacre occurred due to a State criminal action
since the GoVis repall SRt & Ay (i S NBSthelnthBscolrgsporidiag t& thefrdoy 3 ¢
Minero, aimingat giving themfree from minersto the transnationalcompanies to wtih

the GoVgranted concessiondgncluding the Gold Reserve company. These accusations
would be based on the investigation carried out by commissione¥ Gyegorio Lezama
arrested in SHB headquarters in Bolivar state, as reported by De Gragio has
identified the criminal bands and the illegal actsnmittedin the Arco Minerocand whose
report has been given to the O&P

H. Persecution of mmanrightsand political activists

Humanrights defendersand political activistdave beensubjected topersecution and
harassment bythe D 2 +Hy&level officers-even PresidentMaduro himself has publicly
lashed out againsHuman Rghts NGOsand opposition political partiesparticularly,
aganst its membersThis persecutiommas becomea state policy that seeks to block and
impede the work they carry out by criminalizing it. Marino Alvarado, member of PROVEA,
aFAR GKFGY S ONDYAPAE LR QY Btadiflicykbaskd od @2 YS | &
speech that tries to make the populatigm against defenders anll D h 2&°%.¢

XTh NRA Yy 2 02 Qa was\cyeatefl By al PReKidential Decree. It will allow mimiotvitiesin a vast area

located at the norh of Bolivar stateand a small part in Amazonas and Delta Amacuro states, totalizing
111,843.70 square kilometers (approximately 12% of the national territory). For this project, concessions

have been granted to 150 foreign companies. It has been stronglyizitidy environmentalistswho
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In recent statements, the Governor of Aragdate -Tareck El Aissamuttered verbal
aggressions against Humberto Prado, Director of@bservatorio Venezolano de Prisiones
(Venezuelan Observatoryon PrisonsY?!, resulting in the issuance of an Amnesty
International Urgent Action in favor of Pratlé Likewise Diosdado Cabello, in his weekly
TV showCon el Mazo Dand® frequently attacks bman rights defenders. Among the
attacks prdfered by the deputy and PSUV \deeesdent, the following stand outéOn
Friday, April ¥, Marco Antonio Poncef the OVCS Marino Alvaradmf
PROVEACarlosNietoof Una Ventana por la Liberta@ Window for FreedojnMercedes
De Freita®f Transparen@ VenezuelgTransparency Venezugla andHumberto
Pradoof Observatorio Venezolano de Prisiomed f £ 06S (NI @St[ibjkhé3a (2 (K
period of ordinary sessions of the In#emerican Commission on Human Rights, at its
Washington, D.C. headquartersyhere they will denounce supposedurhan rights
violation in the OLRsthe situation of the alleged political prisonerand food and
medicines scarcity. Marcos Ponséhe person in charge of distributing the dollars and the
ticketsare paid for by Luisdmagro, OASSecretaryGenerad?’4,

[ 1 6Stf2 | f aBrar@hivoiteS Brd NEOs,supposedly human rights defenders,

are already planning to make denunciations and public condemnations, as well as trips to
international organisms that finance thernp make thegovernment look as violator of

human rightsand disrespectful of human life. The persons behind this plan are Marino
Alvarado of PROVEAHumberto Prado of Observatorio Venezolano de Prisiones, who is

looking for more money, and Rocio San Migue2 ¥ (1 KS ¢ aComNdIl Sitidd@daioS € 0 b D
(Citizen Contrige?7s,

In the Annual 2012016 Report presented by Amnesty International, it is denounced that
both President Maduro and the former President of the National Assembly, Diosdado
Cabello, orseveraloccasions have accusedrhanrights defendersand political activists

of attackingii KS 02 dzy i NBE Q athe NGB\LJokéythavé #sy acdusgdrenown
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defenders on national television2 ¥ RI Yl 3Ay 3 (G(KS O2dzy i NEQa NBLM
the government. 8veralhumanrights defemlers were subsequently harasget

The InterAmerican Commission on Human Rights has also warned about the
governmental persecution to whidiumanrights defenders in Venezuela are subjected by
pointing out that:dThe Commissiomaslearned that in Venezuelaumanrights defenders

and nonrgovernmental organizations have been accused of "treason" and "conspiracy" for
receiving international funding, pacularly from the United Staté%’”.

The Department of State made a similar pronoement in the annual report onunan
Rghts (2015) that it presented to the U.S. Congress, indicatiBgme domestic NGOs
reported government threats and harassment against their leaders, staff, and
organizations, in addition to government raids areteftionsé?’8,

Likewise,HRW,in its report on the situation ohuman rights in the world stated that:

@Sy ST dzSt | Qa 32 @S NIRY S iNBriya fravdadRitics Mefenderg dzy (i NB Q
through repeated unsubstantiated allegations that they are seeking mdermine

Venezuelan democracy. During his weekly show on -stmtdelevision in 2015, Cabello

NBLISI GiSRt& OKFNFOGSNAT SR KdzYly NRARIKG& 3INRdzLIA
American Commission on HumargiRs or United Nations tinan Rghts monitoring

02RASA | Jo désiahilifeYheljosernkHe@2’

As it can be seen from the reports presented by international NGOs and the U.S.
Department of State, President Maduro, deputy Diosdado Cabello and bitter Q& KA I K
level officials -such asTareckH Aissami, Governor of Aragua Stafeequently attack

human rights defenders in Venezuela. Thereforejaking frequent attacks and
disqualifyng the work carried out bynumanrights defenders in Venezuela, accusing them

of receiving funds from the U.S.\ggrnment, of participating in destabilization plans, as

well as to damage the image thfe GoV, has become gate policy These attacks seek to
discredit and even criminalize the work they perform in addition to trying to sow hate

276 Amnesty International (2015): Annual Report 2015/2016 [Online] Available from:
https://www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/POL1025522016ENGLISHAU0Essed 16 May, 2016].

277 Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (20CE)minalization of Human Rights Defenders Report
ORA/Ser.L/V/Il. Doc. 49/15. 31 December 2015 Original: Spanish, p[@%line] Available from:
http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/reports/pdfs/Criminalization2016.pdAccessed 16 Map016].

218 US State Department (2015)enezuela 2015Human Rights ReporfOnline] Available from:
http://www.state.gov/documents/organization/253261.pdAccessed 16 May, 2016].

279 Human Rights Watch{2016):World Report 2016Online] Available fromhttps://www.hrw.org/world-
report/2016/country-chapters/venezuela#3159qAccessed 16 May, 2016].
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aganst humanrights deénders, through false accusations and remarks, which jeopardizes
the life and physical integrity of these defenders.

Persecution has alsbeen committedagainst political parties, with/oluntad Popular
being the mostffected Suchpersecution has been c&red onits National Coordinatqr
Leopoldo Lopez, but hasalso beenextended to an important number of leaders and
militants, regardless dhe hierarchythey might occupy within the political organization.

The common element of persecution againsteske political leaders ighe hatred

contained inthe language, symbols and videosedby PresidentMaduro and2 i K SNJ D2 + Q&
high level officialsRe@ntly, PSUVspecifically, the members duventud del PSUPSUV

youth activistg?8%- has beenpushing a hated campaign against Leopolds {pez using
manufactured videos with images of teB O2 Ay AT | 6 f S 1the Sipsang,y O NIi 2
using specifically theSideshow Bob characteithe famous villain of the comie to

representls ez whois calledLeopoldo Patifiin these videosand islinkedto plans for

coups and assassinations. In various scebespoldo Patifi@ppears with a tattoo of the

Nazi swastika; in other scenes feepresented reading the bookein Kampfby Adolf

Hitler, in a prison cell namedRkamo Verdgin reference to the priso where Leopoldo

Lopez is currentharbitrarily arrestedt®’. This comic is an audiovisuatsource mainly

directed to Venezuelan youth. Ifgurpose is no other than to indoctrinate and plant

hatred against Leopoldo Lépez and his political psdiuntad Poplar.

l1l. Underling acts constituting crimes against humanitdditions
to The Request

In order to complement The Request, relevant information will be developed and
updated, and additional information will be provided in this Chapter. Therefore, Situmti
that may constitute crimes against humanity, pursuant to the Rome Statute, shall be
identified, aiming to determine the relevant individual criminal liability and the alleged
victims and perpetrators.

2800pSUV websit¢Online] Available fronittp://juventud.psuv.org.vgAccesse@8 June 2016]

281 To the present date, four videos have been relea€édpterl: Proxima salida Ramo Verdéoutubel3
April 2016[Online] Available fromhttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XgHOvsAfw{Accessed21 June,
2016]; Chapter 2: Desde Ramo Verde con un shofoutube.20 April 2016[Online] Available from:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zopSrpCFYAccessed?21 June 2016]Chapter3: Gracias Medios de
Comunicacién Youtube. 27 April 2016 Online] Available from:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MjHFsQ3EI[Aezcessed®1 June 2016]Chapter4: Sin Salida en Ramo
Verde Youtube.11 May 2016[Online] Available from: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IFitzbs50Lk
[Accesse@1 June2016]
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Part of the crimes described hereinafter were cortied, as it was described in The
Request, in the context of a largely peaceful uprising by unarmed civilians, which started
in early February 2014. Likewise, some of the crimes described in this Chapter have been
committed from the moment when The Requesas submitted before the ICC Office of

the Prosecutor to the present (i.e. from 10 November, 20185May, 2016), supporting

the evidence that there is an ongoing state policy intended to perpetrate systematic and
widespread attacks against the civilipppulation perceived as dissidents as blocking

0 KS [heentiéhdo retain power indefinitely.

The significant amount of corroborated open source information available confirms that
the incidents already presented in The Requemtd those that shalbe presented
hereinafter, meet the threshold for constituting at least the crimes against humanity of:

a) Murder, pursuant to Article 7(a);

b) Imprisonment or other severe deprivation of physical liberty in violation of fundamental
rules of internationalaw, pursuant to Article 7(e);

c) Torture pursuant to Article 7(f);

d) Persecution against any identifiable group on political groupdssuant to Article 7
(h);

e) Other inhumane acts of a similar character intentionally causing great suffering, or
setious injury to body or to mental or physical healpursuant to Article 7 (k and,

f) Deportation or forcible transfer of populatiorpursuant to Article 7 (d) of the Rome
Statute

A. Murder as a crime against humanity

1. Murder of a bystander during attacks againstdzy’ I NY SR OA OAf A
demonstrations

The GoW2 &ecurity forces, acting together with pgovernment armed paramilitaries,
were reported to haveriggered the violence that arosguring the protestghat started

on February 2014y indiscriminatéy attacking entire demonstrations, and in some cases
bystanderd®?. The attackagainstdemonstrators did not stop until all the civilians cleared
the areas. The national security forcasd the pregovernment armed paramilitaries

282Human Rights Watch (2014):dzy A A KSR F2NJ t NPGSadAy3ayY wAaKda A2t GA2
Centers, and Justice Systeé March, 20140nline] Available from:
https://www.hrw.org/report/2014/05/05/punishedprotesting/rightsviolationsvenezuelasstreets
detention-centersand [Accessed May, 2016].Observatorio Venezolano deonflictividad Social (2014):
Conflictividad social en Venezuela en 2[D4dline] Available from:
http://www.observatoriodeconflicbs.org.ve/oc/wpcontent/uploads/2015/01/Conflictividagn-
Venezuele?2014.pdf[Accessed 5 May, 2016].
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systematically chased demstrators into residential areas, attacking civilians on the
streets and irside homes, in th& own neighborhoodsor in thosewhere demonstrators
were trying to escape tan order to protect their integrity and to prevent members of
security forces and prgovernment armed paramilitaries from entering their
neighborhoods and their homessome communitiesset barricades However, such
barricades weresometimesforcefully cleared byneans of disproportionate use of force.

On 23 March 2014Adriana Urquiola-a sign language interpreter that worked at a
national TV stationwas murdered after receiving two gunshots. She was 28 years old and
had seven months of pregnancy. Whalg@rotest was taking place in a barricddeated in

an area inMiranda state, sheot off a bus along with another womanwho was injured

by a gunshot in the armwhen she was shéts. Both wowmenwere reportedly shot by a
Y'Yy AYAARS | Y2@Ay3 GSKAOt S andvwha fired fitledsy RS R (1 2
eight times against the deomstrators®. It was subsequely determined that the
murdererof Urquiola was Jhonny Bolivar Jimén&iter remaining fugitive for 448 dasfs,

on June 2014, INTERPOL arrested Bolivar in Coletobighere he had run away, after
escapingfrom detention in OQCPQ Aeadquarters in Carac&8’. He admitted the crime
after his detentiord® and was convicted to 17 years for homicide, and misuse and illegal
possession of a firearf¥f.

283 Noticiero Venevision (2014ksesinada en Los Teques nuestra compariera de Noticiero Venevision
Adriana Urquiola24 March, D14[Online] Available from
http://noticierovenevision.net/nacionales/2014/marzo/24/93072=asesinegfalostequesnuestra
companerade-noticiero-venevisioradrianaurquiola[Accessed 12 May, 201@&lUniversal (2014)Asesinan
de dos disparos a Adriana Urquiola, del Noticiero Veneviz#dklarch, 20140nline] Available from:
http://www.eluniversal.com/sucesos/140324/asesinale-dosdisparosa-adrianaurquiola-del-noticiero-
venevisiorfAccessed 12 May, 2016].

284 E| Pitazo (2016 Yonny Bolivar trabj para Iris Varela en el Ministerio de Servicio Penitenci@ripril,
2016 [Online] Available from:http://www.elpitazo.com/ultimasnaoticias/yonnybolivartrabajo-parairis-
varelaen-el-ministerio-de-serviciepenitenciario/[Accessed 12 May, 2016].

28 Noticiero Venevision (2014ksesinada en Los Teques nuestra compariera de Noticiero Venevision
Adriana Urquiola24 Mach, 2014[Online] Available from:
http://noticierovenevision.net/nacionales/2014/marzo/24/93@%asesinad&n-lostequesnuestra
companerade-noticiero-venevisionadrianaurquiola[Accessed 12 May, 2016].

286 E| Pitazo (2006 Yonny Bolivar trabajé para Iris Varela en el Ministerio de Servicio Peniten8iayoil,
2016[Online] Available fromhttp://www.elpitazo.com/ultimasnoticias/yonnybolivartrabajo-parairis-
varelaen-el-ministerio-de-serviciepenitenciaio/ [Accessed 12 May, 2016].

287E| Nacional (2014t a A Ay G Sy OA sy V.30 Madit 20¥4DrnlineNdvdilablg froR:A S b
http://www.el -naciond.com/sucesos/ADRIANA_urquicMUEVOSEQUESONNY_0 381561907.html
[Accessed 4 May, 2016].

288F| Nacional (2014t a A Ay (G Sy OA sy V.30 Madit 20¥4DniliteNdvdilablg froR:A S b
http://www.el -nacional.com/sucesos/ADRIANA_urguibldEVOSEQUESONNY_ 0 381561907.html
[Accessed 4 May, 2016].

289 E| Universal (2@): Condenan a 17 afios de prision al asesino de Adriana Urgléolanuary, 206
[Online] Available fromhttp://www.eluniversal.com/noticias/sucesos/condensanosprision-asesing
adrianaurquiola_5419Accessed 12 May, 26].
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Bolivar has been accused of having ties with the?®avhich would have allowed him to
dodge the Venezuelan justice, being repeatedly releasadspite of being charged,
convicted and imprisoned for thgerious crimefie has committedandto remainout of
Lb¢9Owt h[ Qa NBR fAalG F2NI 20SNJ | ®pHehad@ge s KSy K
criminal records and also has faabfte judicial decisions that hawalowed him to be
freed. It has been reported he had PNB credentials and identified himself as part of the
Minister of Penitentiary Affairsiris Valera trusted staff, which shdater deniedf®? A
source from this Ministnaffirmed he has worked as intelligence director in such office

He usurpedan Air Forcepilot title and has been convicted for kidnapping. He was also
accused of being one of the leaders of a prison massatibana- on September 20144
Nevertheless, he was released after an alleged reprieve was issued by the Ministry of
Penitentiary Affairs, in his fav¥¥. He has also been linked to General Hugo Carvajal
retired General allegedly linked to drug trafficking aadrrently a PSUV National Assembly
deputy.

N>

2. Violence during the parliamentary campaigrMurder of a political
activist

During the parliamentary campaigni KS D2+ Qa4 (GKNBIlIGazx @Az2fSyo
recurrent since February 2014, were intensified befadering and after the election.
Several campaign activities carried out by the political opposition terminated when
hooded groupsof people dressed in red, fired gunshots against tHémDuring all this
GAYSS t NBAARSY( al RdzNE Qand WbksénedSwfiile tha ¢lastisrO K
date approached.

Q\
ax

2% Reportero 24 (2014)Asesino de Adriana Urquiola esta vinculado a Hugo Cargajduly, 2014O0nline]
Available fromhttp://www.reporter 024.com/2014/07/asesin@e-adrianaurquiola-estavinculadea-hugo
carvajal/[Accessed 12 May, 20]L6

21E| Pitazo (2026 Yonny Bolivar trabajé para Iris Varela en el Ministerio de Servicio Peniten8iaail,
2016[Online] Available fromhttp://www.elpitazo.com/ultimasnoticias/yonnybolivartrabajo-parairis-
varelaen-el-ministerio-de-serviciepenitenciario/[Acessed 12 May, 2016

292E| Nacional (2014l:a vida publica del asesino de Adriana Urquiglapril, 2014 [Online] Available from:
http://www.el -nacianal.com/sucesos/vidgublicaasesineAdrianaUrquiola 0_385761460.htnjAccessed
12 May, 20186].

293E| Universal (2014komicida de Urquiola reparé ascensores de Minprisid¢t&March, 2014 [Online]
Available fromhttp://www.eluniversal.com/sucesos/140328/homicid#e-urquiolareparc-ascensoresie-
minprisionegAccessed 4 May, 2016].

2% Ultimas Noticias (2014 laves del caso Adriana Urquidiéarch, 20140Online] Available from:
http://www.ultimasnoticias.com.ve/noticias/actualidad/sucesos/clavesl-cascadriam-
urquiola.aspx#ixzz48gHd77(Accessed 4 May, 2016].

2952001 (2014)Claves sobre el Capitan Bolivar, presunto asesino de Adriana Ur@&idiarch, 2014
[Online] Available from:http://www.2001.com.ve/conla-gente/clavessobreel-capitanbolivar-presunto
asesinede-adrianaurquiola.html[Accessed 4 May, 2016].

2% BBC MundoVenezuela: denuncian muerte a tiros del politico dposiuis Manuel Diaz durante mitin
electoral en Altagracia de Orituco 26 November, 2015 [Onlind Available from:
http://www.b bc.com/mundo/noticias/2015/11/151125 venezuela_muerto_campana_electoral_altagracia__
de_orituco_aw.shtm[Accessed 22 May, 2016].
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While the parliamentary campaign was in process, several violent incidents were carried

out against the political oppositiorsome ofthe most prominentattackswere carried out

againstthe political leaderHenrique Caprilesin which gunshots were involvedand the

threats, harassment and shoouts against Lilian Tintof S2 L)2f R2 [ andlST Qa 4 2
a! 50a Ok y¥urdniyl Nathnal Assemblgeputies Miguel Pizarro and Richard

Blanca?”.

Verbal threats ceainly lead to physical violence against dissidents, especially those
involved in the opposition campaign for the parliament, and resulted in the deattuisf
Manuel Diaz a member of ABan opposition party, member dflUD. Diaz was murdered
while he wasn a stage with Lilian Tintori, during a campaign activity in favor of opposition
parties, on 25 November, 2015, in Guérico state. Earlier that day, Tintori reported violent
actions against themtook place. In the middle of the activity, unknown peopleet
stones against Tintori and other participants. At the end of it, when the activists were
leaving the stage, at least 10 gunshots were heard. People started to run and witnesses
saw Diaz, gunshot wounded, being carried in arms and taken to the hosglikale he

died due to the seriousness of his injufi®s

Diaz had been appointed by the CNE as a member of a table were ballots would be
NEOSAOBSR RdzZNAY3I LI NIAIFIYSYGEFENE StSOl#eyd ! 5Q3
current President of theNationd Assemblydenounced Diaz had been shot in the head by

people involved with PSUV, whimed their gunsfrom a car during the aforementioned

activit?®® | S Kl & | dadzNBR KI @Ay3a GKS SOARSYyOS (Kl
YdZNRSNBNJ | YRSK LBRILK Si RFDRE BDSNY YSyYy ¢

¢tKS RIe& 0ST2NB S5NIFT Qa YdZNRSNE Ay KA& 6SS|fte
television, President Maduro threatened the political opposition suggesting they should

pray to have peace and tranquility, otherwise, they woglito the streets, where they

297E| Mundo (2015)Asesinan al opositor Luis Manuel Diaz tras un acto electoral de T2@dtbvember,
2015[Onling Availabbe from:
http://www.elmundo.es/internacional/2015/11/26/56566bdd46163f8d448b45ac.hfiAtcessed 1 May,
2016].

2% La Nacion (2015Asi fue el asesinato del opositeenezolano Luis Manuel Di&6 November, 2015
[Online] Available from: http://www.lanacion.com.ar/1849024enezuelduismanueldiazoposicior
maduro[Accessd 11 May, 2016].

299 E| Nacional (2015)Quién era Luis Manuel Diaz?, candidato de AD asesip@dtmvember, 2015
[Online] Available fromhttp://www.el -naciaal.com/politica/LuisManuelDiazAD-
asesinado_0_745725605.htf#diccessed 11 May, 2016].

3001 a Razén2015):Maduro radicaliza su discurso y agita la violencia en camg28 November, 2015
[Online] Available fromhttp://www.larazon.es/internacional/madureradicalizasu-discursey-agitala-
violenciaen-campanaMD11308949#.TttlmxmKOoglJAlccessed 11 May, 2016].

78


http://www.elmundo.es/internacional/2015/11/26/56566bdd46163f8d448b45ac.html
http://www.lanacion.com.ar/1849021-venezuela-luis-manuel-diaz-oposicion-maduro
http://www.lanacion.com.ar/1849021-venezuela-luis-manuel-diaz-oposicion-maduro
http://www.el-nacional.com/politica/Luis-Manuel-Diaz-AD-asesinado_0_745725605.html
http://www.el-nacional.com/politica/Luis-Manuel-Diaz-AD-asesinado_0_745725605.html
http://www.larazon.es/internacional/maduro-radicaliza-su-discurso-y-agita-la-violencia-en-campana-MD11308949#.Ttt1mxmKOoq1QaI
http://www.larazon.es/internacional/maduro-radicaliza-su-discurso-y-agita-la-violencia-en-campana-MD11308949#.Ttt1mxmKOoq1QaI

are ccandanga con burundanga-a local expression used to define an aggressive or
dangerous attitudé®’.

¢ KS DBteategydas discrediting the utim and blaming third parties for his murdem
official reacton that has beome usual, a detected patterm@jfter incidents like this occur.
It is also usual thahighlevel officials, most of them the heads different political
brancheswhich should be independentommunicatethe same versiownf the facts after
an incident ke this occup ¢ KS t S 2 LIET&€kavilliand Jadigfaied athorities
O2yaARSNBR GKS ONRYS Y2G04A@S 46l a | aasSad
0l O1SR o0& al RdzZNEP® C2 NJ)SNJ abd SV Yidefesidents & S
Diosdad Cabelle said the attacks reported byppositions actigts were staged and
LISNF2NXYSR o0& (KS 3IP0ENed/ offida) ieRidns twied yYoInvpRcSté £
Diazasa gangmember, explaining his murder as the product of a revenge and motivated

byokKk SNJ 3 y3Qa Ay iSy i P2AEcoiifg toaGatghientBdued bykis |

hDt = | F{SNJ, thrpel memere MebtddSaNd charged wittcontract killing,
crime conspiracy and life threatening inj&®; however, more details have not been

released. The General Prosecutor has repeated the official version about the crime

motive, emphasizingt was not political but union conflictselated 36

bl { ! wQad 9f SO0 2 NI fissuadiadstatenient regaytingti8syiritedeSandl
called upon the ational authorities in order for them to carry out an exhaustive
investigatiori®” and so did the OAS and Amnesty International. O@€8retaryGeneral

304 aRazon (2015Maduro radicaliza su discurso y agita la violencia en camg28i November, 2015

[Online] Available fromhttp://www.larazon.es/internacional/madureradicalizasu-discursey-agitala-
violenciaen-campanaMD11308949#.TttlmxmKOoglJAlccessed 11 May, 2016].

302BBC MundoVenezuela: denuncian muerte a tiros del politico opositor Luis Manuel Diaz durante miti
electoral en Altagracia de Orituc®6 Novembe, 2015[Onling Available from:
http://www.bbc.com/mundo/noticias/2015/11/15125 venezuela_muerto_campana_electoral_altagracia
de_orituco_aw.shtm[Accessed 22 May, 2016].

303 TeleSur (2015);Qué hay detras de la muerte de Luis Manuel ¥&2®ovember, 20180nline] Available
from: http://www.telesurtv.net/news/Quehay-detrasde-la-muerte-de-LuisManuelDiaz20151128
0038.htmlI[Accessed 11 May, 2016].
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Amnesty International stated Diaz murder offdts G G SNNA F@AYy I undh aA 2y | ¢
rightssitugl A2y Ay =Sy ST dzStlé¢ FyR dzZNASR GKS D2+ G2
more violence would arisé?,

3. Extrajudicial executions during OLP deployments

PROVEA and HRW reported 20 alleged extrajudicial executimngred during OLP
massive raids in &acas and three other statedNueva Esparta, Zulia and Méridia
2015%°, From July 2015 to February 2016, 245 peopiere murdered during OLP
deploymentsexecuted by SEBIN, CICPC, PNBstatd-level police officers, along with
GNR2 & |31 ®Y/Rhave catinued during 2016, and though no accurdigureshave
been releasedsometimes, ndfiguresat all at least50 people were allegedlykilled in
Zuliaalone®',

PROVEA and HRW conducted an investigation based on accusations indicatitige

death by gushots 0f20 persons, during OLRids, were allegedigausedby extrajudicial

executions. Most of them occurred during small hours of the mornaftgr national

security forcessupposediytook several persons from their houses aledted them The

last time the victims were seen,they 4 SNBE dzy RSNJ 2 FFAOSNBRQ Odza 2|
appeared dead. Witnesses affirmed somelwd wictims were shot at a poiftlank range.

Victims and relatives hawaso stressegldicial remedies have been denied to th&h

Thefollowing are sme of theextrajudicial executiortasesdocumented byPROVEA and
HRW:

308 BBC MundoVenezuela: denuncian muerte a tiros del politico opositor Luis Manuel Diaz durante mitin
electoral enAltagracia de Oritucd26 November, 20190nling Available from:
http://www.bbc.com/mundo/noticias/2015/11/151125 venezuelauerto_campana_electoral _altagracia
de_orituco_aw.shtm[Accessed 22 May, 2016].
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spread by national media. None of the organizations is able to determvhether the victims had
committed crimes, but rather intends to determine whether their Human Rights were violated and
authorities acted in compliance with the law.
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(i) Angel Torrealba

As reported by PROVEA and HRW, on 17 August, 201metabers of security forces

commanded by Admiral Victor Oft® carried out an OLP raid in IMi Zoita -a

neighborhood located iMargarita, Nueva Esparta state A YAY 3 G0 aFNBSAy3I 0
according to the Ministry of Interior, Justice and PedBastavo Gonzéalez Lopedthough

he failed to explain what they were being freed fréifh

Authorities later indicatedhat first need productspn short supply in the countrywere

G NB O 2 ¥°S N&mvBwer, witnesses accused security agents coimmitting one

extrajudicial execution, beating people temporarily detained &moting more than 170
houses-steding food, televisions, air conditioning and famghile the raid took place. In

spite of this, Nueva Esparta govern@arlos Mata Figuereastated the operation was

executed with sewety but absolutely respectingdmanrights, recognizing, though, that

LISNE2Y 61 & alGl 1Sy R2oy oRSy O2yFTNRYyGAy3d aS0dz

Olga Meza, a Villa Zoita residedescribed to HRW the terrifying experienslee and her

family lived that night. At around 2:30 am, approximately five agents dressed in black and
face-covered,showing CICPC batches, broke into her house, while she, her husband and

two of her sons-aged 16 andsix were sleeping, and her }@arold daughter was
breastfeeding her sironth-old baby. The agents forced the couple out of their bed; her

husband was drced to remain against the floor, where he was beaten and death
threatened, while Olga was forced to stand in the hall, against the wall, winégent put
pressureagainsther stomach with his kneeand placed a gun in her mouth. While on this

positioy > hf 3 gAlySaaSR K2¢g Iy20KSN) 3ASyid GAr2f
beating and kicking her, and taking the baby with them. The agent holding Olga then
F2NOSR KSNJ (2 €221 6KAtS | /L/t/ 2FFAOSNI g1
gunshotsmurdering her 16yearold son,Angel Joel Torrealba. Olga explained HRW how

she saw the agent looking at hdead & 2 Yy Q dandfthe® &irning his face at the agent

holding Olga, with a sort of disappointed expression, like indicating Angel was not the

S13E| Sol de Margarita (201%amiliares de joven muerto en Villa Zoita denuncian hostigami2ato

September, 20150nline] Available from
http://www.elsoldemargarita.com.ve/posts/post/id:156981/Familiarde-joven-muerto-en-Villa:
Z0%C3%ADidenuncianhostigamientgfAccessed 1 May, 2016].
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315Correo del Orinoco (2015Finaliza OLBn Nueva Esparta con la recuperacion 23 vivieridagugust,
2015[Online] Available fromhttp://www.correodelorinoco.gob.ve/regiones/finate-olp-nuevaesparta
recuperacior23-viviendas/[Accessed 1 May, 2016].
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person agents were looking for. Later ameighborssaidthat while the raid was being
practiced, agents asked if they knew a-&farold man namedAngel Rodriguez.e. a
LISNB2Y 6 AGK hrimebat witha diffedent tarbily fahddiadé.

Atfter killing Angel, agents forced Olga and the rest of the family to leave the house. She
KSFNR Y2NB 3JdzyakK2da FyR |y 2FFAOSN) aKz2dziAy3
matches the official version according to which the person killed during thig&d Bied

after an armeddconfrontation with authorities. However, Olga explained HRWAt she

believes agents did that in order to cover their crime, staging his son attacked them.

1 02dzi 2yS K2dzNJ t F GSNE ht 3l gAlGywlpasRei g2 Db
house. At around 3:30 am, Olga, h&xyearold son, her daughter and her baby were

forced to get into a vehicle, where three GNB officials took them, with anatkaghbor,

to a forest where they were forcetb stay against the ground. Fapproximately two

hours, they were insulted, beaten and threatened with a gun. At around 5:00 am, the
custody agents moved away for eating, and the three women decided to run away; Olga

took her son, her daughter took the baby and they ran for about dlwrieter. Olga said

she heard gunshotdut she was not able to affirm whether they were against them or in

the airé

When Olga went to the morgue, she was told the only bodgythadcorresponded to a

22-yearold man. She insisted and an official showeer ta picture in which Olga
NEO23ayAT SR KSNJ azyd |1 w2 KIFER 00Saa G2 | 58I
by gunshots. Olga filed a complaint before the Nueva Esparta Prosecution Office;
K286SOSNE [/ hC! -who /istaasistihngl Qiggnityfredno relevant steps have

0SSy GF1Sy NBIFNRAYI #y3IASEtQa YdzZNRSNI Ay @dSaida
complaint, she and some neighboergho have openly spoken about the crirteave been

harassed by security agents: vehicles with agents have padssed T N2y i 2F ht 3 Q&
and other relatives have been intercepted and frisked in operations where no one else,

but them, were searched; she has been followed dadbeen threatened with eviabn -

the neighborhood where they live was built by thesc® #y 3St Qa NBf | GAPSa 3
other victims that night, but neighbors are scared to tell their stories after what happened

to Olga and her famiy°® ¢ KSeé | f a2 | FFANYSR GKSe RSOARSR
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image has been stained by Admif@ittiz and Governor Mata Figueroa, wkaxcording to

relatives have implied Angel was a th##§p hy OS | I3+t Ay > GKS D2zxQa
incident where an innocenpersonis killed is dscrediting the victim and relatinigim to

criminal activities, as ifugh fact-even when realthough it does not seem to be the case
justifiedthe commission o&n extrajudicial execution.

(i) Jonathan Luis OlivareSalixtoand Jorge_uisOlivares Calixto

v A N A
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On 14 September, 2015 more than 480S O dzNJ (i agentS-2omiDef RS R 0 &  Yedzt A |

Bolivarian Police director, General Carlos Luis Sanchez Veagased out an OLP raid in
Santa Rosa de Agua, a neighborhood located in Maracaibfylia staté?l. As early as
5:19 a.nk  Yedzf A | Q-Bran®seoSias)Cartiehaseeted that the purpose of the

operation was giving the people backdSI OS YR UGN} yljdzAAtAGeé¢d [0

press conference, he stated OLP had achietreddisarmament of criminal group®2

7

Likewise, General Sanchez Vardad 2y 3 6 A (0 K Y dr Arlsg@cior Dahi¢lt / RA N.

Landaetabriefed about this operation, confirmindnat 410 officials participateebf which

Hpn ©SNB FTNRBY Db.X yn FNRY /LAR/ YR yn FTNRY

According to the official report, five men were killed after conting authorities -
Eduardo Luis Molero Ortega, Héctor José Garcia Gffedeéstor Luis Garcia Guerra,
Jonathan Luis Olivares Calixto and his brother, Jorge Luis Olivares Calixto. Although four of
them did not have criminal and/or judicial records, Gene3dhchez Vargas stated they

S20E| Sol de Margarita (2013jamiliares de joven muerto erll¥iZoita denuncian hostigamient?3

September, 20130nline] Available from
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were all allegedly part of a gang dedicated to car theft and extottfom version strongly
denied by relative®®,

PROVEA andRW however, gathered testimonies according to whlalw enforcement
agents allegedly committed abusdsring raids, such as theft, violent and unauthorized
forced entries in housesand extrajudicial executionsulfla $ate Commission on Human
Rights (CODHEA local imanRghts NG@reported five deaths during this operatiét,

as wellasviolent actiors against civilians, carried out by GNB, CICPGtatelevelpolice
officers3?,

Yamileth Karina Nafiez Morillo presented her written testimon ¥ 2 NB  %dzf A Q& t NP
Office,about how his husband wasctim of anextrajudicial execudn. Around 4:00 m,

she and her husbandlonathan Luis Olivarefeard noises and gunsts® from people

trying to breakinto their house. Since they thought those people were criminals, they

rushedto the bathroom, taking their fouyear-old daughter with them. Thg theyheard

a voice in the hall, ordering them to get oat the bathroom, and thg found about 25

officers pointing guns at them. They ordered Jonathan to crawl to the {rom, where

they tried to confirm his identity. Yamileth approached to ask what wapeamg and

was pulled by the hair and pushedt, along with her daughter. Latehas heard gunshots

but was not allowed to get in the house. A CICPC white van parked in front of her house

and left. Hours laterwhen agents left, Yamileth got in her housshe could not find his

husband and there were blood trails on the livirmpm. Many of their belongings were no
f2y3SNI GKSNBEZ SAGKSNY wStlIdA@Sa F2dzyR W2yl (K
husband was executed in the livingom and his bodyvas taken in the white vad’.
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their two-yearold and nineyearold daughters. Elizabeth hid inside the bathroom and

heard gunshots and people breaking in. She and her daughters were then forced to go to

the livingroom. She heard one gunshot again ane toice of his husband, groaning.

Agents left after she was held for abdiur hours in the livinggoom. She also witnessed

how officers destroyed some of their belongings and drank their beverages. Her wallet

was open and some money wasssing=C.

Jorgel Y R W2y I (i KElmaraOlivarasheard Aldneighbor saying agents were

carrying Jorge, still alive. Stater F 2 dzy R KSNJ 0NRPIKSNEQ 0602RASa A
2FFTAOSNR U(2fR KSNJ alKS /L/t/ FrYAt& Aa £ NBS
COMEZ found out the OGP had started two investigatibg none of them had given
effectiveresponsesi 2 G KS @AGHAYaQ NBtl GAGSa

(iif) Other alleged extrajudicial executions

| w?2 FYR twhx9! Qa NBLER2NI R20dzySyidia wmm OF aSz
ex?d AYAY 3 gNARGGSY gAlySaasSaQ RSOfahdddnsukigyy &> Ay (
multiple sources related to the factdine other cases were widely spread by national

media.

u  On 13 July, 2015, the Minister of Interior, Justice and Pe@ustavo Gonalez
Lépeza G F 6 SR GKIFIG wmn GONAYAYlFfa¢égd KFEFR RASR 1
OLP took place in Cota 905, in CaraPadatives of at least four of the victinsd
the media that the victims were taken alive and were later found dead in the
morgue®®2,

u  On 29 August, 2015, during an OLP raid carried out in Naguanagua, Carabobo
state, 2tyearold Yoel Eduardo Paez and-yé€arold Jonathan Ronaldo Paez
where shot by security agents, while they were running away from them,

I O02 NRAY 3 { thonES Theyiwkr@rdadwe ® Sae their bodiés

330 Human Rights Watch (201®oder sin limites: Redadas policiales y militares en comunidades populares y
de inmigrantes en Vereela 4 April, 201§Online] Available from
https://www.hrw.org/es/report/2016/04/04/poder-sintlimites/redadaspoliciaksy-militaresen-
comunidadespopularesy-de [Accessed 1 May, 2016.

331 Human Rights Watch (201®oder sin limites: Redadas policiales y militares en comunidades populares y
de inmigrantes en VenezuekaApril, 2010nline] Available from
https://www.hrw.org/es/report/2016/04/04/poder-sirtlimites/redadaspolicialesy-militares-en-
comunidadespopularesy-de [Accessed 1 May, 2016.

3321t is the case of Edison Alcalduman Rights Watch (201@oder sin limites: Redadas policiales y

militares en comunidades populares y de inmigrantes en VeneZugtail, 2014O0nline] Available from
https://www.hrw.org/es/report/2016/04/04/poder-sintlimites/redadaspolicialesy-militares-en-
comunidadespopularesy-de [Accessed 1 May, 2016.

333Human Ryhts Watch (2016Poder sin limites: Redadas policiales y militares en comunidades populares y
de inmigrantes en VenezuekaApril, 2010nline] Available from
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i On 31 August, 2015, during an Cdéploymentcarried out in Bolivar state, GNB
officials supposedly broke into a house and arresteg/ddrold Luis José Marquez
Cedefio. According to his mother, this wiee last time he was seen alive. A
witness saw he was taken alive, s body was later fourid*,

u On 3 September, 2015, during an OLP raid carried out in Puerto La Cruz,
Anzoéategui state, 28earold Héctor Luis Diaz Zerpa was allegedly killed when,
intimidated by theoperation he ran seeking a place to protect himself, according
G2 KSNJ aAaidSNRa dSadAavyzyes ogKAOK g1t a
states he opened fire against officig®s

u  On 11 September, 2015, five people died in Mérida stateprding to its Governor
- Alexis Ramirezduring an OLP raid carried out by 1AW enforcement agents.
Along with MéidaQ & / L/ t /at tRak tide Qrge Ndambrane Governor

NJ
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interview with HRW, audmanrights activistwho did not identify out of fearsaid

two of the victims were allegedly killed after agents violently broke in their houses
Fd nYnn FY®d ¢KS GAOGAYA 6SNB Gl 1S¢ o8
held apart in a different room from whichthey heard gunshotd-irefighters tried

to safe oneof the wounded victimsbut CICPC officers reportedly pointed guns at
them, preventingthem from assisting the victim, who later died in the hospital.
After the other victim was killed, CICPC agents told the relatives he was part of a
gang and had died after amrmed confrontatio336.

u  On 8 October, 2015, during an Odé&ploymentcarried out in Barquisimeto, Lara
state, 27yearold Kellber Giovanny Mogollon arfl-yearold Wilmer Alexander
Suarez were allegedly killed by enforcement aggntsde their houses, putting up

https://www.hrw.org/es/report/2016/04/04/poder-sintlimites/redadaspolicialesy-militares-en-
comunidadespopularesy-de [Accessed 1 May, 2016.

334 Human Rights Watch (201®oder sin limites: Redadas policiatesilitares en comunidades populares y

de inmigrantes en VenezuelaApril, 201Online] Available from
https://www.hrw.org/es/report/2016/04/04/poder-sirtlimites/redadaspolicialesy-militares-en-
comunidadespopularesy-de [Accessed 1 May, 2016.

3% Human Rights Watch (201®oder sin limites: Redadas policiales y militares en comunidades populares y
de inmigrantes eVenezuelad April, 201§0nline] Available from
https://www.hrw.org/es/report/2016/04/04/poder-sintlimites/redadaspolicialesy-militares-en-
comunidadespopularesy-de [Accessed 1 May, 2016.

336 Human Rights Watch (201®oder sin limites: Redadas policiales y militares en comunidades populares y
de inmigrantes en VenezuekaApril, 201§0nline] Available from
https://www.hrw.org/es/report/2016/04/04/poder-sirtlimites/redadaspolicialesy-militares-en-
comunidadespopularesy-de [Accesed11 May, 201§.
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again, was they died durirdwo different armed confrontabnsé3®”,

u  On 14 October, 2015, during an OLP raid carried out in AnzoaseguSucre
states, 25yearold Luis Maita Ramos and -f8arold Diomedes Morales Maita
were allegedly killed by enforcement agents inside the house the brothers shared,
puting up NnoNBS & A &G+ yOSsT | O0O2NRAy3 (2 NBflIGADSaE
official versiorwas they died as a result of @armed confrontatiod332,

u  On 28 October, 2015, SEBIN, CICPC and PNB agents took part in anEOLP in
Cementerip in Caracas. A witness told HRWw agents violently broke into a
GAOGAYQAa K2dzaS>X YI1Ay3 KAY 1ySSt FyR
objects from the houses where they violently entef&d

Q¢
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u On 11 December, 2015, during an OLP raid carried o@aiacas17-yearold
Gustavo Mariazi Simanca waalegedly killed by enforcement agemt#ho accused
them of killing a PNB offic&f.

On 10 May, 2016, a new OLP raid was carried out in Cac#tgaand in Miranda and

Vargasstates The dayafter such operation took plageneighbors from tie affected
communitiesin Caracas denounced they had been victim of police abuse. They also
reported that SEBIN agents killed two young men posing no thezdledEider Yonari
GavidiaMartinez and Winderson Johan Rivas Solérzano. As reported by neigliey

were walking to the bakery store when agents told them to stop #meh shot them.

I OO2NRAY 3 (2 la® anPedtdari agénss dateventad their relativésom

assisting them,g KSy (0KS& (GNASR G2 | LIWNR2FOK:E | NBdAY
criY A y P4 & ¢

33" Human Rights Watch (201®oder sin limites: Redadas policiales y militares en comunidades populares y
de inmigrantes en VenezuekaApril, 201§0nline] Available from
https://www.hrw.org/es/report/2016/04/04/poder-sintlimites/redadaspolicialesy-militares-en-
comunidadespopularesy-de [Accessed 1 May, 2016.

338 Human Rights Watch (201®oder sidimites: Redadas policiales y militares en comunidades populares y
de inmigrantes en VenezuelaApril, 201Online] Available from
https://www.hrw.org/es/report/2016/04/04/poder-sirtlimites/redadaspolicialesy-militares-en-
comunidadespopularesy-de [Accessed 1 May, 2016.

339 https://www.hrw.org/es/node/288209/ Revsion 11 de mayo

340 Human Rights Watch (201®oder sin limites: Redadas policiales y militares en comunidades populares y
de inmigrantes en VenezuelaApril, 201§Online] Available from
https://www.hrw.org/es/report/2016/04/04/poder-sintlimites/redadaspolicialesy-militares-en-
comunidadespopularesy-de [Accessed 1 May, 2016.

341EL Carabobefio (2016jecinos de El Maldenuncian excesos policiales en.QlAMay, 20160nline]

Available fromhttp://www.el -carabobeno.com/naoticias/articulo/1273%@ecinosde-el-valledenuncian
excesogolicialesen-olp [Accessed 21 May, 2016].
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As stated before, OLPs have firmly continued in 2016 throughout the country, evidencing
such operations are part of a state policy intended to carry out systematic and widespread
attacks against the civilian population.

4. The Tumeremo ssacre

Although there is not a final number of victimdmérico De Grazia, an opptien deputy,
insists a witnessounted 28 bodie¥> COFAVIC identified, preliminarily, 17 vicfifds
while the OGPinitially identified 16 murdered victimand then stated there we 21
disappeare&*.

10 days after the massacre, relatives and neighbors spread the names of the victims
through their testimonies anavrote them ina placard hanging by their side, during their
sixday demonstration, where 17 pictures were displayalthough some insist 28 people

did not return to their homes. Most of the victimaged from 19 to 36where miners

from Tumeremo-a small town located iBolivar state but in the list there are also one
cook, a pregnant woman, and one gold buyer. Some of theme siblingd*®.

These are the stories of some of the massacred victims, as reported by the national press:

U Mary Dalia RuizShe was 19 years old and had been a cook for five yeaeused
to go to the mines located at the south of Bolivar state for kirmy as a cook. She
used to go every day to the area close to theenasmine -where the massacre
occurred. e day she was murdered, she went with her sistdarielys Ruiz.
When they did not return home that day, her mothelarmed feared something
happened to them.

32 Runrunes (2016 YSNA O2 58 DNITAFY 9FSOGA@®2a RSt /A0LWO aSaod
asesinadosl5 March, 201Online] Available from:
http://runrun.es/nacionallvenezuele&2/253497/americede-graziaefectivosdel-cicpcescoltaroncamion
gue-trasladea-mineros-asesinados.htnAccessed 22 Apri2016]

343 Angel Ignacio Trejo Sosa, José Angel Ruiz, Néstor de Jests Ruiz, José Armando Ruiz, Roger Angel Romero,
José Gregorio Nieves, Jesus Alfredo Aguinagalde, Keiner Zambrano Cafia, Gustavo Guevara, Junior José
Ronero, José Gregorio Romero, Cristébal José Heredia Cafa, Maaysialidentified as Mary Daliduiz

Mufioz, Luis Diaz Guzman, Armando/no family name, Jairo Rodriguez and Madselydentified as

Marielys Alejandra RuizCOFAVIC (2016Y.enezuela: EEstado es responsable por desaparicion de los
mineros de Tumeremad4 March, 2016Online] Available from:
http://www.cofavic.org/venezuéa-el-estadeesresponsablepor-desapariciorde-los-minerosde-

tumeremo/ [Accessed 27 Aprie016].Runrunesalso reported, as victimsglavier Caceres MufioZarlos José

Carvajal CustodidRoger RomeraJosé CarrascoRunrunes (2016 Los rostros e hist@s detras de la

masacre de Tumeremd4 March, 20160nline] Available fromhttp://runrun.es/rr-esplus/253250/los
rostros-e-historiasdetrasde-la-masacrede-tumeremo.html[Accessed 27 Apri2016].

344] a Nacion (2016Yenezuela: hallan asesinados a los minet6sMarch, 201§Online] Available from:
http://www.lanacion.com.ar/1879734/enezuelahallanasesinados-losmineros[Accessed 28 April

2016].

345 Runrunes (2016):0s rostros e historias detras de la masacre de Tumerbtndarch, 2016Online]

Available fromhttp://runrun.es/rr-esplus/253250/losrostrose-historiasdetrasde-la-masacrede-
tumeremo.html[Accessed 27 Apri2016].
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Marielys Ruiz She was a 2fear-old housewife, motheof a sixyearold child. For

a week, she went to the mine with her sister, in order to cook with her. They both
went in amotorcycletaxi, whose driver also disappeared.

José Angel Montia: The youngerof Montilla brothers, he was 25 years old when

he disappeared. After graduating from high school, he started working in the mine,
where he used to go since he was a child. The day he was murdered, he went to
work with his two brothers

Néstor de Jesus Ruiz Montilldde was working in the mines since he was 18 years
old -he was 31 whemurdered He hacda partner and a 4earold son.

José Armando Ruiz MontillaHe was a 2yearold miner and had 10 children: the
youngest aged threenonthsand the oldest aged nine.

José Greorio Nievedd was amotorcycletaxidriver and worked occasionally as a
miner. The day he was murdered, he went to the mine to try to get some gold and
sell it to payoutstandingdebts. He had three children aged siighe and 11

Angel Ignacio Trejo Sosake was studying Laws and had worlkatda layesClirm in
Puerto Ordaz city. He was currently working in the golsifess.

Jesus Alfredo Aguinagaldéie was a miner since he was 15 years old. When he
was murdered, hevas 25 years old and hado children aged four and six.

Javier Caceres MufioHe had been working as a miner for four years and was 29
years old when he was murdered.

CarlosJosé Carvajal Custoditéie had been working as a miner for eight months
and was27 years old when he was murdered. He had five ohilchged between
one and eight.

Roger RomeroHe was a miner since he was 13 years old and had been working in
Atenasmine since December 2015. He had four childidie youngest aged two
monthsand theoldest aged four years.

Junior Romero Arafhe youngest of seven brothers, he hathewe-month-old baby.

He used to go twice a week to the mine and the day he wasderad he went

with his brother.

José Greorio Romero Arade had been working as a minerrfa year. He was 20
years ofl and had a stmonth-old baby.

José Carrascdide had been working as a miner for two years but it was his first
time in Atenasmine. He had sixhildren-aged from seven to 19.

Gustavo Guevara Aguinaldélehad been working i\tenasmine since December
2015. He was 22 years old and had a sexesr-old child. A withess said he was
1AftESR Ay GKS YAYySQ& LIN®EA VRS hidkiksy K S
those were the cars that wad take the food to the miners.

LuisDiaz GuzmanHe had stayed in the mine sinddarch and was supposed to
return the day he was murdered. He was 24 years old
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U Cristébal José Heredia Caftde was 24 years old and had been a miner for several
ESINED® IS gl a WSaga ¥f FNBR2 ! Idzayl 3Kt RSQa

B. Imprisonment as a crime against humanity

1. Persons imprisoned for political reasons or as a consequence of dissent

Afew of the mostnotable casesof imprisonmentarisingfrom violationsof due processjn
the courseof the D 2 + @Iy to prevent, restrict, monitor and punish political dissent
includethe following:

(i) WomenImprisoned

According to COFAVIC, the documented casdwiwfan rights violations against women
evidence a dramatic increase in the coun(Br7%)where, historically, only 5%f them
had keen affected by bman rights violations-some of these haveoccurred, since
February 2014, during arbitrary detentionad arrest$*’.

As it has been previously statednang thewomen prisoners arbitrarily arrested by the

GoV, some have beaeleasedwhile tenremain imprisonedas at 15 May, 2018n many
cases, their processes have suffered from considerable judicial delays and other serious
due process violations, and they have reported being victim of physical, mental and moral
damage, asdilows:

34Runrunes (2016)Los rostros e historias detras de asacre de Tumerema4 March, 201O0nline]
Available from:  http://runrun.es/rr-esplus/253250/losrostrose-historiasdetrasde-la-masacrede-
tumeremo.html[Accessed 24 ApriP016].Some relatives of the victims and survivbiave decided not to

speak out due to fear. The father of one of the victims said his\wwbo has 30 years oldvas stopped in a
checkpoint with the presence &l Topoand CICPC and SEBffiters He got shot after he got nervous and
NIy Féogleéd 1 Aa az2yQa FNASYR SaolOlLISR FyR G2fR GKS @A Ol
bodies of the victims passed through the town, escorted by CICPC officers. He dedilked complaint but

KS gFa G2t R (2 0N Y Fhe surdviriold Sitn hedieated far his [Heffezth CEWNG S Y R
(2018: El miedo silencia a familiares de las victimas de la presunta masacre de Tumeremo

6 March, 201g0nline] Availake from: http://efectococuyo.com/efectecocuyo/miedasilenciafamiliares
de-victimasde-tumeremo [Accessed 12 May, 2018Torreo del Caroni (2016protestantes en Tumeremo
denuncian que mineros desaparecidos fueron masacradgsrch, 2016 [Online] Available from:
http://www.correodelcaroni.com/index.php/cdad/item/4290@rotestantesen-tumeremo-minerosfueron-
masacrados-desaparecidofAccessed 24 ApyiR016].

347 COFAVIC (2014)enezuela: Sentencias de silencio Informe situaciéon de Derechos Humanos en Venezuela
enel contexto de prastas estudiantiles de febrernayo2014 FebruaryMay, 2014 Onling Available from:
http://www.cofavic.org/wp-content/uploads2014/11/COFAVISentenciagle-SilencieFinat.pdf [Accessed

25 Apri| 20186].
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U Laided SalazarAfter more than 20 hearings, she was convicted to more than eight
years in prisonalthough 86 persons witnessed in her fat#8r She was granted a
humanitarian measure and is currently under house arrest. During her
confinement she developed stomach and skin issues and heavy weight loss
considered as undernourishment.

U Carmen Alicia GutiérrezHer process has already been in three different courts
and her hearing has been postponed more than nine titfes

U Andrea Susana Gonzateter hearing was postponed three times. On January
2016, her process was ordered to go to trtalt an effective date has not been set
yetssL

U Skarlyn Duarte NNB A G SR F2NJ I ff SaASRfe& aSyRAy3a ¢g}
officials, her hearing has been postmmh 22 times, according to unofficial
information published in the national pre¥3

0 Araminta GonzalezAraid was practiced in her house, without her presence, and
F OO2NRAY 3 (2 K SINg was tértiirSokdR Rair waS pulletl U2 ed
head, hads and feet were covered in newspaper and she was beaten up with
pipes. Shavasalsovictim of psychological tortures and has now depression and
blackout$®3, She is still waiting for her triaf.

U Betty Grossi Her hearing has been postponed three times ahdugh she was
arrested in August 2015, there is not yet a trial date

U Maria Elena UzcateguArrested n 2014 for helping studentdemonstrating on
September 2014she was sent to a jail with common criminakhere her health
deteriorated -she got undemourished and developed amebiasis and heart
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351Foro Penal Venezolandndrea GonzalefOnline] Available fromhttps://foropenal.com/node/2415
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http://www.elmundo.es/cronica/2016/03/12/56daa35822601d09408b4628.h{ktcesse®8 Apri| 2016].
355 Foro Penal VenezolanBetty GrossiOnline] Available fromhttps:/foropenal.com/node/2413
[Accesse@8 April 2016].

91


http://www.elmundo.es/cronica/2016/03/12/56daa35822601d09408b4628.html
https://foropenal.com/content/laided-salazar-de-zerpa
https://foropenal.com/content/laided-salazar-de-zerpa
https://foropenal.com/content/carmen-alicia-guti%C3%A9rrez-acevedo
https://foropenal.com/node/2415
https://foropenal.com/content/skarlyn-duarte
https://foropenal.com/content/skarlyn-duarte
https://foropenal.com/content/araminta-gonzalez
http://www.elmundo.es/cronica/2016/03/12/56daa35822601d09408b4628.html
https://foropenal.com/node/2413

diseasé®. She was then granted a humanitarian measure and is currently under
house arrest®’.

U Inés Margarita Gonzalezhe was arbitrarily arrested on 8 October, 2014, for
tweeting against the Go\she was chargedith outrage of a public officer, violent
outrage and public instigate to commit a crime, because of her tweets about
Robert Serra, a PSUV deputy stabbed to death before she was afféstieélswas
then taken to SEBIN headquarters, where she remainedmnuenicado, without
receiving natural lightconfined in a cell with other five inmates. When she was
detained, she was on treatment for an acute endometriosis. She was not allowed
to continue with it, thus, her health condition worsened and was later dizgd
with a uterine tumor for which shenderwent total hysterectomy.

0 Joselyn PratoWhen she was arbitrarily arrested for allegedly jeering the Ministry
of Tourism-Marlene Contreras, who is the wife of deputy and PSUV’s- Vice
president Diosdado Cabellahough she was not present when it happened, she
was heavily assaulted by PNB. She was transferred to a hospital, where she was
diagnosed with a broken arm and several bruises. The next day, she was
transferred for having internal bleeding. Her family lataformed she suffered
from anal hemorrhag®®. She also had asthma and one kidney was swollen from
0KS o0ft2gad {KS 6la FSR 6AGK (GKS a2f RASNAC
worms. Her weight dropped to 35 #&.

(il) The threeelecteddeputies imprsoned

Three opposition candidates who were elected as substitute deputies for the National
Assembly, on December 2015, are still imprisoned for political reasons, in a clear
infringement of the Venezuelan Constitution, regarding their right to parliamgntar
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tras-asesinatede-diputado-socialista/ [Accessed 28 April, 2016El Nuevo Herald2014): Serra era el
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immunity, according to which the three of them should have been released after the

election. Their cases have developead follows:

U Rosmit Mantilla:A 34-yearold LGBT andumanrights activist, and member of the
opposition partyVoluntad PopularMantilla was declaregrisoner of conscience

by Amnesty Internationdf, after examining the charges presented against him by
the OGP and concluding that credible evidence linking him with the crimes of

which he is accused has not been presertédHe was arreseéd in his home in
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statement by an unidentified individual alleging that Rosmit Mantilla had received

funds from a group of businessmen in order to finance the-gowernment

protests taking place in Caracas at the té#é SEBIN officials claim that during
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the antrgovernment protests and envelopes containing money. Mantilla and his

family claim bat SEBIN officials planted this evidettéeMantilla hasremained
arrestedin the SEBIN headquarteever since,and his trial is pending. He was

charged with public incitement and intimidation, obstructing a public highway,

arson involving public and pate buildings, violent damage and conspiracy to

commit a crime-offences carrying a penalty of at least 18 years of incarceration.
He has been imprisoned for two years and his hearing has been postponed 15

times®®°. While he has been arrestetie has lost mre than 25 kg. He was assisted

by a psychologist, who diagnosed him with anxiety, for which he has to take
anxiolytics. He is suffering from vision loss and his gastritis is worsening due to

LINKA a2y Q& 035 FOn ¥Rild28D5,ate AUN Working Group émbitrary
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immediately release him, repeal the order that placed him under arrest and give
him the relevant compensaticf’.

U Renzo PrietoA 28yearold student, Prieto was arrestl in Caracas, on 10 May,
2014, after a demonstration, by officials from the Military Counterintelligence
Direction Direccion General de Contra Inteligencia Milf@GCIM)), PNB, SEBIN
and Baruta Police. On 12 May, 2015, he was presented befareurt, which
issued an unlawful arrest warrantagainst him He was irregularly and
simultaneously required by another court. He water charged with conspiracy to
commit a crime, obstructing a public highway and explosives fabriéatidduring
his confinementjt has been reported he has been beaten and has been victim of
psychological mistreatment and inhuman treatmeah alleged common situation
with all the prisoners confined in SEBIN headquattérsPrieto has been
imprisoned formore thantwo years and hihearing has been postponed six
times®’%. He has recently developed health issues, particularly, acute testicular
pain. His attorneys have requested the competent court to authorize his transfer
to a health centerbut no responsehas been giveHi’. On October2015, the UN
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other political prisoners confined il Helicoidg{ 9. Lb Qa KSI RIj dz& NIi S N&
Ernesto Carrero, NixoAlfonzo Leal Toro ardarlos Péreavas arbitrary, basedn
a previous resolution, issued on 3 September, 2075

U Gilberto Sojo: A 49yearold Voluntad Popularactivist he was arrested on 26
November 2014, when he received a deceitful call telling him he would receive a
cellphone, for having participated in@ntest. When he arrived where he would
supposedly receive the phone, he was arrested along with his wife, who was
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